BIPAD:  65498 


ISSN:  0147-0728 


f 


Gay  Community  News 


VOL.  6,  NO.  24  /  ,  JANUARY  13,  1979 


THE  GAY  WEEKLY  50$ 


Murders 
&  Beatings 
in  Boston 

Arrest  in 
S.F.  Bay 
Murders 

Analysis  on 
Revere  Trial 

Bouquets 
&  Brickbats 


1  U  'ilfllHH I  iif || flllul 11  liWIHIilUliy l  HU  Till 't  i  n I  YTiliTrililTillmriirW'irfffflllTnlliWroilMf^  : 

THE 

MOVEMENT 

IN  ITALY 


Gay  Community  News 

Vol.  6,  No.  24  ©GCN,  1978  (617)  426-4469  January  13,  1977 


Police  Investigate  Murders  and  Beatings 

Violence  Mars  Start  of  New  Year  in  Boston 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON  —  Police  have  begun 
an  investigation  into  the  first  mur¬ 
der  of  the  new  year  in  Massachu¬ 
setts. 

The  murder  occurred  early  in 
the  morning  of  Jan.  1  in  a  play¬ 
ground  in  Boston’s  Allston  sec¬ 
tion.  Police  were  called  to  Ringer 
Park  where  the  bloodied  body  of  a 
middle-aged  drag  queen  had  been 
found  atop  a  rocky  hill.  The  body 
of  Dennis  Pugilese,  34,  of  Marl¬ 
boro,  was  identified  through  fin¬ 
gerprints. 

Boston  Police  Det.  Sgt.  Frank 
Whalen  told  GCN  that  Pugilese 
had  only  recently  returned  to  the 
Boston  area  after  a  six-month 
absence  and  was  planning  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Marlboro  the  next  day. 
The  victim  had  been  at  Together 
and  the  Carnival  Lounge  on  New 
Year’s  Eve,  according  to  Whalen. 
He  said  that  the  victim  had  been 
beaten  over  the  face  and  chest 
with  a  blunt  instrument  at  the 
playground  location,  possibly  by 
more  than  one  assailant. 

Pugilese  was  the  brother  of 
“Franny”  Pugilese,  well-known 
entertainer  at  Together. 

Information  about  this  incident 
may  be  directed  to  Whalen  or  Det. 


William  Smith  of  the  Boston 
Police  Homicide  Unit  at  (617) 
247-4470. 

The  second  Boston  murder  of 
1979  occurred  at  the  entrance  to 
Together,  110  Boylston  St.,  at 
2:00  a.m.  on  Jan.  3.  William 
Joyce,  20,  of  Dorchester,  was 
killed  in  an  altercation  with  three 
other  males  at  the  front  door  of 
the  gay  disco.  Cause  of  death  was 
listed  as  “multiple  stab  wounds  of 
the  chest.” 

The  incident  is  also  under  con¬ 
tinuing  investigation  by  detectives 
of  the  Boston  Police  Homicide 
Unit,  (617)  247-4470. 

Beating  Arrests 

Two  arrests  were  made  on  Dec. 
22  in  connection  with  the  beating 
of  a  28-year  old  Back  Bay  gay 
man.  The  victim  met  a  man  out¬ 
side  a  Fenway  area  gay  bar  and  in¬ 
vited  him  to  his  Queensbury 
Street  apartment,  whereupon  the 
man  attempted  to  rob  him  and 
then  attack  him  with  a  police  lock 
pole.  The  gay  man  forced  him  out 
of  the  apartment,  but  the  man  re¬ 
turned  with  a  friend  and  contin¬ 
ued  to  break  down  the  door. 

Police  arrived  at  the  scene  and 
arrested  Michael  J.  Kingston,  18, 
of  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  on 


Protests  by  Women 
and  Gays  Bring  Results 
from  Newspaper 


By  Lisa  Nussbaum 

PHILADELPHIA  —  For  the 
second  time  in  six  months,  the 
Philadelphia  Daily  News  is  the 
scene  of  protest  for  its  publication 
of  a  column  defamatory  to  gay 
people.  This  latest  column,  writ¬ 
ten  by  Joe  Markey,  dealt  with  gay 
men  in  particular  and  appeared 
November  30. 

On  December  1 1 ,  forty  men  and 
women  demonstrated  outside  the 
paper’s  offices.  Of  the  40,  five 
gained  admission  to  a  meeting 
with  Daily  News  editor  F.  Gilman 
Spencer  to  settle  grievances  arising 
from  Markey’ s  column  and  from 
two  previous  columns  the  paper 
ran  last  summer. 

These  earlier  columns,  written 
by  Pete  Dexter,  angered  a  host  of 
women’s  and  gay  groups  when 
they  appeared.  Protesters  claimed 
Dexter  belittled  the  issues  of  rape 
and  violence  against  women  and 
minimized  the  threats  from  these 
acts  of  violence.  Dexter  also  at¬ 
tacked  women  for  organizing  in 
response  to  violence  against  them¬ 
selves.  His  remarks  stemmed  di¬ 
rectly  from  a  speakout  on  violence 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  which  Dexter  was  refused  ad¬ 
mittance.  (The  speakout  was  pub¬ 
licized  well  in  advance  as  a 
women-only  event.) 

Following  publication  of  Dex¬ 
ter’s  two  columns,  a  variety  of 
groups  planned  a  June  9  protest, 
including  a  petition  and  letter 
writing  campaign.  They  listed 
among  their  demands  that  1)  Dex¬ 
ter  be  fired;  that  2)  the  paper  give 
a  page  over  to  women  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  struggle  against  rape 
and  pay  these  women  to  write  ar- 

NOTICE 

GCN  looks  different  because 
we  switched  from  a  four  column 
format  to  a  five  column  format. 
The  change  was  made  so  that 
more  news  could  be  fit  on  each 
page. 


tides  for  this  page.  The  paper  has 
not  fulfilled  either  of  these  de¬ 
mands. 

But,  while  demands  from  the 
first  protest  went  largely  unmet, 
except  for  a  printed  apology  for 
Dexter’s  abusive  remarks,  the  De¬ 
cember  1 1  protest  produced  much 
quicker,  definitive  results  and  at 
least  partial  satisfaction  on  the 
stated  grievances. 

Five  participants  in  the  demon¬ 
stration  representing  four  dif¬ 
ferent  groups  —  the  Gay  Media 
Association,  Wages  Due  Les¬ 
bians,  Philadelphia  Wages  for 
Housework  Committee,  and  the 
Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Task  Force  —  met  with  Gilman 
Spencer.  From  their  meeting  came 
the  following  resolutions.  Spencer 
agreed  to: 

1)  Set  up  an  editorial  policy  re¬ 
garding  the  use  of  derogatory 
comments  in  the  paper  “to 

-  the  best  of  my  ability.” 

2)  Provide  increased  coverage 
of  issues  relevant  to  women, 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Toward  this  end,  he  asked 
that  representatives  inform 
him  of  issues  that  warrant 
coverage  by  means  of  tele¬ 
phone  and  written  communi¬ 
cation. 

3)  Print  a  rebuttal  to  Markey’s 
column. 

4)  Meet  in  mid-February  with 
representatives  to  assess  edi¬ 
torial  policy  and  extend  ne¬ 
gotiations. 

The  coalition  of  groups  at  the 
second  protest  proposed  another 
set  of  demands  that  as  yet  is  unset¬ 
tled.  These  call  for  the  Daily  News 
to  devote  a  page  in  the  paper  to 
articles  addressing  rape  and  to  pay 
the  women  who  write  these  arti¬ 
cles  (a  revival  of  a  demand  from 
the  June  protest).  Similarly,  they 
request  space  in  the  paper  for  a 
weekly  column  devoted  to  gay 
issues;  these  writers  would  alter¬ 
nate  and  also  be  paid. 


charges  of  assault  and  battery 
with  a  dangerous  weapon  and  at¬ 
tempted  breaking  and  entering  in 
the  nighttime.  A  16-year  old  male 
juvejiile  was  also  arrested  for  at¬ 
tempted  breaking  and  entering. 
The  case  has  been  continued  until 
Jan.  17  at  Roxbury  District  Court. 

Finally,  Boston  police  detec¬ 
tives  are  investigating  the|  assault 


upon  two  gay  men  outside 
Chaps.  The  first  vic¬ 

tim,  a  26-year  old  Dorchester 
man,  had  a  bottle  struck  over  his 
head  and  sustained  a  moderate 
concussion  and  broken  cheek¬ 
bone.  His  companion,  a  19-year 
old  Weymouth  man,  was  gouged 
in  the  face  with  a  jagged-edged 
bottle  and  required  124  stitches. 


Both  men  were  treated  at  the  New 
England  Medical  Center. 

There  were  several  witnesses  to 
the  incident  who  did  not  intervene 
but  obtained  the  registration  num¬ 
ber  of  the  vehicle.  Capt.  James  M. 
McDonald  of  District  Four  has  as¬ 
signed  several  detectives  to  the  in¬ 
cident  and  three  arrests  appear 
likely. 


Authorities  Make  ‘Clone  Murder’  Arrest 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  San 
Mateo  County  authorities  have 
charged  a  San  Francisco  bartender 
with  three  of  the  five  recent  kill¬ 
ings  of  gay  men  in  the  Bay  Area 
[see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  16]. 

David  Likens,  who  is  currently 
being  held  in  the  San  Francisco 
City  Prison  on  another  charge, 
will  be  extradited  to  San  Mateo  to 
stand  trial  to  the  murders.  The 
killings,  dubbed  the  “clone 
murders”  because  the  victims  all 
resembled  the  so-called  Castro 
Street  Clone  look  in  their  dress 
and  appearance,  have  been  under 
intense  investigation  by  authori¬ 
ties  since  the  first  body  was  dis¬ 
covered  over  a  year  ago. 

Likens  was  being  held  in  San 
Francisco  on  charges  stemming 


from  an  alleged  incident  of  assault 
against  three  other  gay  men.  He 
had  served  a  2  Vi  year  sentence  be¬ 
ginning  in  1975  on  a  second  degree 
murder  charge  in  the  death  of  a 
Los  Angeles  hitchhiker.  He  was 
released  from  San  Quentin  Prison 
late  in  1977  after  he  displayed 
what  officials  called  an  “exemp¬ 
lary”  prison  record. 

A  friend  of  Likens  told  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter  that  the  bartender 
was  “a  likeable,  popular  person 
who  would  do  anything  to  help  a 
friend  —  and  he  had  plenty  of 
friends.”  The  Bay  Area  Reporter 
quotes  the  friend  as  saying  that 
Likens  “was  always  helping 
people  .  .  .  moving  them  and 
painting  for  friends  and  loaning 
everyone  money  when  he  had  it.” 

Lt.  Brendan  Maguire  of  the  San  . 
Mateo  County  Sheriffs  Depart¬ 


ment  said  Likens  was  charged  in 
only  three  of  the  five  recent 
murders  which  authorities  believe 
to  be  related  to  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity  in  the  Bay  Area.  “He’s  been 
identified  and  we’re  satisfied  that 
he’s  the  man,”  Lt.  Maguire  said. 

Likens  is  charged  with  the 
murders  of  A.  Tomlin  Goodman, 
Daniel  Oiler  and  Ronald  Young 
who  were  all  residents  of  San 
Francisco.  Officials  have  said  that 
all  three  of  the  dead  men  fre¬ 
quented  Castro  Street  bars  where 
they  apparently  met  Likens.  The 
strangled  and  mutilated  bodies 
were  found  in  remote  parts  of  San 
Mateo  County  during  the  last 
year. 

Likens  is  being  held  on 
$250,000  bail.  A  hearing  date  is 
expected  to  be  announced  for 
later  this  month. 


BodyPoliik 

_ »  j|rnnr.,vi|nrn,T»| _ 

Trial  Begins  with  Demonstrations  in  U.S. 


By  Jim  Marko 

TORONTO,  Ont.  —  The 
obscenity  trial  against  The  Body 
Politic  and  the  collective  press 
which  publishes  the  magazine  — 
Pink  Triangle  —  began  here  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  2  with  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  prosecution  in  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  vs.  Pink 
Triangle  Press. 

The  collective  was  charged 
under  Section  164  of  the  Criminal 
Code  with  making  “use  of  the 
mails  for  the  purpose  of  trans¬ 
mitting  or  delivering  anything  that 
is  obscene,  indecent,  immoral  or 
scurrilous  matter,  to  wit:  the  De¬ 
cember  1977/January  1978  issue 
of  The  Body  Politic.”  That  issue 
contained  an  article  entitled, 
“Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men,” 
written  by  Gerald  Hannon.  Han¬ 
non,  Edward  Jackson  and  Ken 
Popert,  as  individuals,  are 
charged  with  two  separate  charges 
under  the  Canadian  Criminal 
Code.  Along  with  the  alleged  ob¬ 
scenity  of  printing  the  Hannon 
piece,  the  three  are  charged  with 
possession  by  Pink  Triangle  Press’ 
Book  Service  of  the  gay  sex 
manual  Loving  Man. 

That  second  charge  stems  from 
a  Section  of  the  Criminal  Code 
which  states,  “Every  one  commits 
an  offence  who  .  .  .  has  in  his 
possession  for  the  purpose  of  .  .  . 
distribution  .  .  .  any  obscene  writ¬ 
ten  matter,  picture  ...  or  other 
thing  whatsoever.” 

According  to  the  Code,  obscene 
is  defined  as  “.  .  .  any  publication 
a  dominant  characteristic  of 
which  is  the  undue  exploitation  of 


sex,  or  of  sex.and  any  one  or  more 
of  the  following  subjects,  namely, 
crime,  horror,  cruelty  and  vio¬ 
lence  .  .  .” 

‘Evils  of  Homosexuality’ 

On  the  first  day  of  the  trial 
before  Judge  Sid  Harris  in  a 
courtroom  at  Toronto’s  Old  City 
Hall,  the  prosecution  presented  its 
witnesses.  Rev.  Ken  Campbell, 
who  formed  the  anti-gay  Renais¬ 
sance  International,  warned  the 
packed  courtroom  of  the  “evils  .of 
homosexuality.”  Campbell,  who 
invited  Anita  Bryant  to  Canada 
last  year,  was  cross-examined  by 
defense  attorney  Clayton  Ruby  on 
the  second  day  of  the  trial.  Ruby 
characterized  Campbell’s  views  as 
“so  extreme  and  right  wing”  that 
they  should  be  ignored. 

Atty.  Ruby  also  cross-examined 
another  prosecution  witness,  psy¬ 
chiatrist  Jerry  Cooper.  Cooper 
had  stated  the  day  before  that  he 
did  not  doubt  that  “this  behavior 
[boy-love]  constitutes  child 
abuse.”  “There  is  nothing  admir¬ 
able  about  this,”  Cooper  stated 
on  Tuesday.  • 

On  Wednesday,  Jan.  3,  attor¬ 
ney  Ruby  attempted  to  discredit 
Cooper  as  a  witness.  He  pointed 
to  two  previous  trials  in  which 
Cooper  had  been  used  as  a  witness 
on  the  so-called  “bounds  of 
public  tolerance.”  In  both  those 
cases  the  verdicts  handed  down 
were  in  direct  opposition  to 
Cooper’s  views. 

The  prosecution’s  third  witness 
was  Claire  Hoy,  a  columnist  for 
the  Toronto  Sun  Times.  Articles 
by  Hoy,  who  is  vocally  anti-gay. 


led  to  the  police  raid  on  the  gay 
magazine  in  December  1977.  That 
raid  ended  in  the  seizure  of  12 
boxes  of  material  and  the  counts 
of  obscenity  lodged  against  the 
collective. 

In  his  cross-examination  of 
Hoy,  attorney  Ruby  charged  that 
the  writer  exhorted  “the  public  to 
hatred  and  bigotry  against  gay 
people  by  writing  in  language  suit¬ 
able  to  the  gutter  .  .  .  you  bring 
.  .  .  crazies  out  of  the  woodwork 
with  your  articles.” 

Demonstrations 

Demonstrations  of  support  for 
the  Body  Politic  collective  were 
held  in  the  United  States  and  Can¬ 
ada.  Hundreds  of  people  attended 
a  major  rally  in  Toronto  on 
Wednesday  night.  In  New  York 
City,  a  large  number  of  people 
gathered  for  a  demonstration  in 
front  of  the  New  York  offices  of 
the  Ontario  Canadian  Consulate 
on  Fifth  Avenue.  The  Gay 
Activists  Alliance/New  York 
called  for  “immediate  dismissal  of 
the  trumped-up  charges”  against 
the  Toronto  collective. 

The  Boston/Boise  Committee 
brought  some  30  people  to  the 
Canadian  Consulate  General  in 
Boston  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  2.  The 
demonstrators  presented  a  leaflet 
stating  their  “suppu.t  and  soli¬ 
darity  with  The  Body  Politic  and 
its  staff’  to  the  consular  official 
in  the  building.  He  promised  to 
relay  the  organization’s  feelings  to 
his  home  office  in  Ontario. 

A  decision  in  the  Body  Politic 
trial  is  expected  within  two  weeks. 
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NEWS  NOTES 

QUOTE  OFTHF  WEEK 

“Homosexuality  is  a  fate.  Either  you 
embrace  it  or  you  don’t.  I  was  so  heavily  marked 
as  ‘strange,’  mind  you,  that  by  the  time  1  was  six 
or  seven,  people  were  already  saying  ‘that 
child.’  They  were  not  calling  me  homosexual. 
Heavens,  the  idea  was  unknown.  .  .  .  Now 
nothing  is  true  of  homosexuals  which  is  not 
true  of  people  in  general,  what  we  should  all  do 
is  seek  to  be  like  ourselves.  What  we  must  do  is 
find  that  way  of  living,  dressing,  speaking, 
eating  and  sleeping  which  expresses  our¬ 
selves.  And  in  a  sense,  we  shall  then  all  be 
eccentric.”  —  Quentin  Crisp,  author  of  The 
Naked  Civil  Servant,  in  an  interview  with  the 
California  Berkeley  Barb. 

LESBIAN  MOTHER  LOSES 

DENVER  —  Kathryn  Stover,  a  lesbian  and  a 
registered  nurse,  was  denied  custody  of  her  two  chil¬ 
dren  after  a  long  custody  battle  here. 

Judge  Roger  Cisneros  awarded  custody  of  the 
eight  year  old  boy  and  six  year  old  girl  to  the  father, 
Harold  Stover.  Judge  Cisneros  said  that  the  woman’s 
homosexuality  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  decision. 
He  added,  “The  Court  has  not  considered  in  its 
findings  the  issue  of  lesbianism  on  the  part  of  the 
mother  ...  the  Court  feels  the  sexual  preference  of 
the  parties  was  not  an  issue.” 

The  judge  relied  heavily  on  a  recommendation  by 
a  three-member  evaluation  from  Denver  Children’s 
Hospital  that  said  the  father  would  be  a  better  parent. 

GACY  HEARING  POSTPONED 

DES  PLAINES,  IL  —  A  scheduled  court  appear¬ 
ance  by  John  Wayne  Gacy,  who  police  said  may  have 
killed  as  many  as  32  young  men,  was  postponed  until 
this  week.  Cook  County  Criminal  Court  officials  con¬ 
cluded  that  Gacy’s  appearance  in  the  courtroom 
would  pose  too  great  a  security  risk. 

Gacy  is  suspected  of  murdering  the  youths  after 
having  sexual  relations  with  them.  He  had  been  of¬ 
ficially  charged  with  the  murder  of  a  15  year  old  Des 
Plaines  man. 

The  bodies  of  27  men  have  been  unearthed 
under  and  around  Gacy’s  home  in  Norwood  Park 
Township. 

Gacy’s  lawyer,  Sam  Amirante,  told  the  court  he 
was  “appalled”  that  his  client  did  not  appear  in  court. 
He  asserted,  “It  is  a  great  tragedy  in  American  justice 
when  a  man  facing  only  one  charge  cannot  come  into 
court.”  Amirante’s  motions  accepted  by  Judge  John 
White  at  a  hearing  last  week  included  a  court  order 
prohibiting  law  enforcement  personnel  from  making 
“prejudicial  comments”  about  Gacy  to  the  press. 

PAT  BOND  BARRED 

ST.  PAUL,  MN  —  The  Minnesota 
Committee  for  Gay  Rights  (MCGR)  has  been 
denied  the  rental  of  an  auditorium  on  the 
campus  of  the  College  of  St.  Catherine  in  St. 
Paul. 

Kerry  Woodward  of  the  organization  said 
the  MCGR  was  not  able  to  rent  O’Shaughnes- 
sey  Auditorium  for  a  performance  by  lesbian 
comic  Pat  Bond,  who  appeared  in  the  film 
“Word  Is  Out.”  According  to  Woodward,  the 
group  was  told  that  the  appearance  by  Bond 
was  denied  because  of  the  “controversial” 
nature  of  MCGR. 

AS  OTHERS  SEE  US 

PARIS,  FRANCE  —  “As  Others  See  Us”  is  an 
international  gay  conference  scheduled  to  be  held  in 
Paris  May  24-27.  Le  regard  des  autres  is  being 
sponsored  by  Arcadie,  a  national  gay  organization  in 
France. 

A  poll  on  the  attitudes  of  the  French  towarc 
homosexuality  will  serve  as  the  basis  for  discussions 
and  debates  during  the  convention. 

For  further  information,  contact  Arcadie,  61  rue 
du  Chateau  d’Eau,  Paris  75010,  France. 

WOMEN  IN  CRISIS 

JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  —  The  Elizabeth 
Stone  House  is  currently  planning  to  reopen 
their  Refuge  Center  for  women  in  crisis.  The 
Refuge  Center  will  open  in  late  January,  1979 
and  volunteers  are  needed  for  staffing  the 
center  when  it  opens  and  also  for  planning  anc 
implementation. 

Since  the  staff  should  “reflect  the  needs 
and  interests  of  the  women  using  the  services,” 
Stone  House  encourages  Third  World  and  His¬ 
panic  women,  older  women,  former  mental  pa¬ 
tients  and  feminists  to  volunteer.  Training  will 
be  provided  in  early  January.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested,  call  the  Elizabeth  Stone  House,  108 
Brookside  Ave.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA,  522-3417. 


MURDER  SENTENCING 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  20-year-old  Wil¬ 
mington  man  was  sentenced  to  12  to  20  years  at 
Walpole  State  Prison  last  month  after  admitting 
in  Middlesex  Superior  Court  that  he  had  killed  a 
55-year-old  man  with  whom  he  had  been  living 
in  Tewksbury.  Brian  Murphy  had  been  charged 
with  first-degree  murder  in  connection  with  the 
death  of  James  F.  Cavanaugh,  but  was  allowed 
to  plead  guilty  to  a  charge  of  manslaughter 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Middlesex 
County  District  Attorney. 

Murphy  stated  that  he  beat  Cavanaugh  to 
death  with  a  pipe  after  the  latter  attempted  to 
remove  his  pants.  He  conceded,  “I  didn’t  have 
to  kill  him.” 

Judge  David  S.  Nelson  imposed  the  12-20 
year  sentence,  adding  that  Murphy  would  be 
eligible  for  parole  in  about  nine  years. 

RIDEOUT  FOUND  INNOCENT 

SALEM,  OR  —  John  Rideout  was  found  innocent 
of  the  charge  of  rape  of  his  wife  after  a  much 
publicized  jury  trial  here.  Rideout’s  wife  accused  him 
of  rape  under  a  new  Oregon  law  that  did  away  with 
the  fact  of  marriage  as  a  defense.  Rideout  was  the 
first  man  prosecuted  on  a  charge  of  raping  his  wife 
while  they  lived  together. 

The  1977  amendment  eliminated  marriage  as  a 
defense  against  a  rape  charge.  Iowa  and  Delaware 
have  similar  laws,  and  legislation  goes  into  effect  in 
New  Jersey  in  September. 

Nancy  Burch,  director  of  the  Salem  Women’s 
Crisis  Center,  which  counseled  and  supported  the 
plaintiff,  said  after  the  verdict  that  she  was 
concerned  about  the  future  of  women  who  have  to 
“live  with  marital  violence  daily.” 

HENLEY  CONVICTION  OVERTURNED 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  The  highest  criminal  appeals 
court  in  Texas  has  overturned  on  a  technicality  the 
conviction  of  Elmer  Wayne  Henley,  Jr.  Henley  was 
given  six  99  year  prison  sentences  for  his  participa¬ 
tion  in  a  Houston  “sex  and  torture”  ring  which 
officials  charged  was  responsible  for  the  murder  of 
27  young  men. 

The  6  to  3  decision  opened  the  possibility  that 
Henley  might  be  freed  from  prison.  Harris  County 
District  Attorney  Carol  Vance  said  that  he  might  seek 
a  rehearing  of  the  appeal.  If  that  failed,  he  said,  he 
would  proceed  to  another  trial. 

The  appeals  court  said  it  was  forced  to  overturn 
the  conviction  because  San  Antonio  Judge  Preston 
H.  Dial  refused  a  change  of  venue  despite  the  indica¬ 
tions  that  the  Henley  jury  had  been  influenced  by  the 
extensive  pre-trial  publicity. 

HARVEY  MILK  BUILDING 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Recreational  Arts 
Building  in  this  city  has  been  re-named  the  Harvey 
Milk  Recreational  Arts  Building  in  memory  of  the 
slain  city  supervisor.  The  building,  which  is  at  50 
Scott  Street,  is  one  of  the  largest  structures 
managed  by  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Dept.  It  houses 
the  public  photo  center  and  the  dance,  drama,  and 
music  departments  of  the  city  agency. 

NEW  YORK  SWITCHBOARD 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  On  Jan.  13  the  Gay 
Switchboard  of  New  York,  Inc.,  will  celebrate  its 
eighth  anniversary  of  continuous  service  to 
New  York  City  and  the  approximately  one  mil¬ 
lion  gay  men  and  women  who  reside  in  the 
metropolitan  area. 

Founded  in  1971,  the  Switchboard  has 
grown  from  the  original  one  telephone  line  and 
small  group  of  volunteers  to  its  current  staff  of 
more  than  60  volunteers  who  handle  a  yearly 
volume  of  more  than  30,000  calls  over  three 
phone  lines  at  the  Switchboard  office  on  East 
23rd  Street. 

The  Gay  Switchboard  provides  a  variety  of 
services  for  the  gay  population  and  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large.  It  serves  as  a  free  hot-line  for 
information  for  anyone,  gay  or  not,  who  has 
questions  about  homosexuality.  The  Switch¬ 
board  refers  many  callers  to  church  and 
synagogue  related  groups,  counselling  serv¬ 
ices,  doctors,  lawyers,  and  other  qualified 
professionals  and  social  service  organizations 
which  provide  assistance  to  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity.  Volunteers  also  just  talk  with  many  callers 
who  simply  need  to  speak  with  someone.  The 
Switchboard  number,  (212)  777-1800,  is  in 
operation  seven  days  a  week  from  3  p.m.  to 
midnight. 

The  organization  was  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1977  as  a 
not-for-profit  corporation. 


REPLACING  HARVEY  MILK 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Fifth  District  seat  on 
this  city’s  Board  of  Supervisors  is  still  vacant.  The 
position  was  held  by  slain  supervisor  Harvey  Milk. 
Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  has  stated  that  she  would 
name  a  gay  person  to  fill  the  seat  held  by  Milk  who, 
along  with  Mayor  George  Moscone,  was  shot  and 
killed  at  City  Hall  on  Nov.  27. 

The  announced  candidates  for  the  seat  include 
Anne  Kronenberg,  an  aide  to  Milk;  former  Air  Force 
Sergeant  and  gay  activist  Leonard  Matlovich;  Scott 
Beach;  Sentinel  publisher  Charles  Lee  Morris;  Robert 
Ross,  the  publisher  of  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  David 
Scott,  a  commissioner  on  the  Board  of  Permit 
Appeals;  and  Rick  Stokes,  an  attorney  who  ran 
against  Milk  in  1977. 

HARVEY  MILK  FUND 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Harvey  Milk 
United  Fund  was  established  by  friends  and 
colleagues  of  the  late  Harvey  Milk  to  help 
continue  the  work  he  began.  While  Milk  served 
the  entire  city  of  San  Francisco,  he  felt  a 
special  responsibility  to  represent  the 
traditionally  disenfranchised:  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities,  gay  people,  women,  the  elderly,  and 
the  disabled.  As  Gwenn  Craig,  United  Fund 
board  member  and  former  coordinator  of  San 
Franciscans  Against  Proposition  6,  stated, 
“Harvey  clearly  saw  the  necessity  of  building 
alliances  between  the  different  minority 
communities.  It  was  his  top  priority,  and  will  be 
the  Fund’s  priority  as  well.” 

A  non-profit  corporation,  the  Harvey  Milk 
United  Fund  will  channel  money  to  a  wide  range 
of  projects  such  as  senior  nutrition  programs, 
the  Gay  Community  Center,  state  and  national 
legislation  supporting  gay/lesbian  rights, 
passage  of  the  E.R.A.,  gay  and  lesbian  cultural 
projects,  and  the  National  March  on  Washing¬ 
ton.  The  Fund  will  also  seek  to  establish 
minority  political  training  programs,  continuing 
Harvey  Milk’s  efforts  to  encourage  minority 
r  participation  in  the  political  process. 

Harvey  Milk  often  spoke  of  the  need  for  a 
national  charitable  foundation  focusing  on  the 
needs  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  The  Fund 
intends  to  set  aside  a  portion  of  all  money 
raised  to  help  found  such  an  organization. 

Donations  may  be  sent  to:  The  Harvey  Milk 
United  Fund,  One  United  Nations  Plaza,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94102. 

WHITE  HOUSE  DISCRIMINATION 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  Federal  government 
has  agreed  to  pay  a  former  White  House  employee 
$10,000  in  an  out  of  court  settlement  of  a  sex  dis¬ 
crimination  suit. 

According  to  a  Justice  Dept,  lawyer,  Darlene 
Schmalzried,  an  employee  in  the  news  summary 
office  of  the  Ford  White  House,  filed  a  $30,000  suit 
against  Ford  and  his  press  secretary  Ron  Nessen  for 
allegedly  paying  her  less  than  the  men  in  the  office. 

Although  her  title  was  staff  writer  in  the  office, 
which  compiles  a  daily  summary  from  newspapers 
and  new  agencies,  Schmalzried  contended  that  her 
job  actually  entailed  being  an  editor,  which  she  said 
entitled  her  to  a  higher  salary. 

The  former  White  House  employee  will  receive 
$6,000  in  back  pay  and  $4,000  in  legal  costs. 

COAL  INDUSTRY  SETTLEMENT 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  One  of  the  largest  coal 
companies  in  the  nation  has  settled  a  job  bias  com¬ 
plaint  by  agreeing  to  pay  $370,000  to  78  women.  The 
Labor  Dept,  reported  that  this  was  the  largest  such 
settlement  ever  reached  in  the  coal  industry. 

In  the  agreement  with  Consolidation  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  based  in  Pittsburgh,  the  government  settled 
charges  that  the  firm  had  violated  equal  employment 
opportunity  rules  in  alleged  discriminatory  hiring 
practices. 

The  company  did  not  admit  to  any  acts  of  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  settlement.  Consolidation  agreed 
to  award  back  pay  to  women  who  had  sought  under¬ 
ground  jobs  as  miners  between  1972  and  1976  in 
West  Virginia,  Virginia  and  Tennessee. 

POT  USE  =  GAY 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  According  to  a  study  by  a 
University  of  California  medical  physics  professor, 
heavy  use  of  marijuana  over  a  period  of  years 
suppresses  male  hormone  development,  thus  “en- 
courageing  the  development  of  female  character¬ 
istics  in  men.” 

Hardin  Jones  concluded  that  “the  enormous  rise 
in  homosexuality  is  due  to  the  rise  in  use  of  mari¬ 
juana.”  The  result  of  the  study  has  moved  Senator 
S.l.  Hayakawa  to  urge  that  the  drug  never  be  legalized 
or  decriminalized. 

The  outspoken  Hayakawa  has  consistently 
opposed  gay  rights  and  is  also  opposed  to  any 
national  gay  rights  legislation. 
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A  Special  Report  and  Analysis 


Dr.  Allen  Found  Guilty  in  Revere  Trial 


Dr.  Donald  Allen,  a  Boston  psychiatrist,  was  convicted  on  all  four 
counts  of  statutory  rape  of  a  15-year-old  boy  and  sentenced  to  five  years 
on  probation  in  the  first  of  the  so-called  “ Revere  sex  ring  trials.  ” 

The  case  of  Dr.  Allen  attracted  national  attention  and  was  the  focus 
of  local  news  media  for  the  three  weeks  of  the  trial. 

In  this  special  report  and  analysis,  John  Mitzel,  who  attended  the 
trial  in  Suffolk  Superior  Court,  reports  on  the  many  issues  raised  and  on 
the  sometimes  sensationalist  appearance  of  the  trial. 

It  is  not  often  that  GCN  devotes  such  space  to  a  single  news  event. 
The  editors  feel  that  the  Allen  trial  —  the  issues  raised  and  the  trial  itself 
—  is  of  wide  interest  to  the  general  readership. 

Mitzel  titled  this  report  “The  Most  Expensive  Blow  Job  in  The 
Commonwealth:  The  Witch-Trial  of  Dr.  Donald  Allen.  ” 


BOSTON  —  It’s  a  fitting  irony 
that  the  trial  of  Dr.  Donald  Allen 
(accused  of  four  counts  of  blow¬ 
ing  a  15-year  old  male  hustler) 
should  have  begun  the  same  day 
as  Boston’s  official  “Brink’s 
Week,”  which  was  five  days  of 
whoopla  puffing  the  biggest  heist 
this  town  has  ever  seen.  The  trial 
of  Dr.  Allen  was  another  slapstick 
heist,  and  it  cost  plenty  too.  Using 
the  estimates  of  the  Association  of 
Trial  Lawyers  of  America,  the 
cost  to  the  taxpayers  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  was  around  $250,000  for  this 
four-week  affair. 

Dr.  Allen,  a  51-year  old  medical 
professional  (his  specialties  were 
blood  diseases  in  children  and, 
later,  psychiatry)was  one  of  the  24 
men  indicted  in  December  1977, 
as  part  of  District  Attorney  Gar¬ 
rett  Byrne’s  highly-publicized 
“Revere  Sex  Ring.” 

Well,  the  “sex  ring”  turned  out 
to  be  non-existent,  the  D.A.  was 
swept  from  office  on  primary  day, 
and  of  the  20  men  arrested  (the 
other  four  don’t  exist  or  have 
eluded  police,  who  are  no  longer 


A  great  one  for  probing  into  law 
books  while  testimony  was  being 
given.  Brush  up  on  your  Shakes¬ 
peare.  He  told  the  Court: 
“They’re  changing  the  law  so  fast 
these  days,  I  can’t  keep  up  with 
it!”  Mr.  Ford,  while  referring  to 
the  apartment  of  Richard  Peluso 
as  “a  male  house  of  prostitution” 
—  a  sobriquet  it  got  from  Mr. 
O’Donnell  and  kept  throughout 
the  trial  —  actually  said  “a  male 
house  of  prosecution,”  perhaps 
thinking  not  of  the  “sex  ring”  but 
of  the  “indictment  ring”  of  Gar¬ 
rett  Byrne’s  Gang. 

Assistant  District  Attorney 
Thomas  Peisch:  Had  this  trial 
been  conducted  in  the  anticipated 
manner  (the  D.A.  attacking  the 
queers,  the  defense  defending 
them),  Tom  Peisch  would  have 
played  the  role  of  the  Heavy.  He  is 
far  from  the  type.  Originally  from 
Vermont,  he  has  the  up-country 
equivalent  of  the  face  of  an  arch¬ 
angel,  perhaps  just  before  the  fall. 
Thin,  red-haired,  the  Asst.  D.A.  is 
youthful,  wiry  and  intense.  Peisch 
is  the  youngest  member  of  Mr. 


“Dr.  Allen  is  not  a  degenerate !  He’s  a  Daddy!  There 
they  are  [his  children].  They  are  his  best  defense!  He  is 
the  only  one  in  this  case  that  can  show  the  world:  I  AM 
A  HETEROSEXUAL!  I’VE  RAISED  CHILDREN!’’ 
—  Defense  Attorney  Lawrence  O’Donnell  in  his  clos¬ 
ing  argument. 


seeking  them),  18  are  demanding 
open  trials.  They  claim  they  are 
not  guilty.  (One  pleaded  guilty  to 
sex  with  boy  scouts  in  Charles¬ 
town;  the  other,  Arthur  Preston 
Clarridge,  made  a  deal  with  Byrne 
to  snitch  on  the  activities  of  the 
others.)  Garrett  Byrne,  I’m  sure, 
thought  they’d  all  quickly  cop 
pleas  and  be  sent  away  (as  had 
been  past  practice).  But  this  time, 
things  went  differently.  There’d 
been  a  change  in  the  weather. 

The  witchhunt  launched  by  the 
D.A.  wouldn’t  go  away,  even 
after  he  and  his  boys  wished  it 
would.  The  Revere  cases,  politi¬ 
cized  by  the  work  of  the  Boston/ 
Boise  Committee,  were  a  focal 
point  to  create  a  resistance  by  a 
traditionally  victimized  class,  i.e., 
male  homosexuals,  —  and  partic¬ 
ularly  those  who  have  relation¬ 
ships  with  adolescents  under  16. 
Robert  Bonin  lost  his  job  as  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  for 
showing  interest  in  the  civil  lib¬ 
erties  aspects  of  this  issue.  After  a 
year  of  postponements  (sought  by 
the  D.A.  and  defense  alike), 
Judge  Ford  decided  there  was  no 
reason  for  further  delay  and  or¬ 
dered  the  trial  begun  at  once.  This 
was  Monday,  27  November  1978. 
The  farce  was  under  way. 

I  say  “farce”  and  this  is  not  ex¬ 
act.  As  an  observer  of  most  of  the 
proceedings,  I  decided  that  Dr. 
Allen’s  trial  had  three  composite 
parts:  it  was  25%  serious  political 
trial  (it  would  have  been  all 
political  trial  had  it  not  been  for 
the  defense  attorney’s  strange  and 
pandering  strategy),  25%  Repub¬ 
lic  Studios  1940s  B  melodrama, 
and  50%  commedia  dell’arte. 

Dramatis  Personae 

Judge  Joseph  Ford:  a  veteran 
justice  of  the  Superior  Court.  Fif- 
tyish,  balding,  Mr.  Ford  seemed 
to  nod  off  during  parts  of  the 
trial,  and  who  could  blame  him? 


Byrne’s  federally-funded  Suffolk 
County  Investigations  and  Pro¬ 
secutions  Project  (SCIPP),  also 
known  as  the  “Get  Revere 
Squad,”  since  so  much  of  their 
energy  was  spent  indicting  people 
in  that  city.  With  the  coming  of 
the  new  D.A.,  Mr.  Peisch  has  left 
service  to  the  Commonwealth  and 
has  joined  the  law  firm  of  Burns  & 
Levinson. 

Lawrence  O’Donnell:  Dr. 
Allen’s  defense  attorney.  Mr. 
O’Donnell  is  strictly  from  Central 
Casting,  part  Ernest  Borgnine, 
part  Lionel  Stander.  He  has  the 
face  any  afficionado  of  Irish  heri¬ 
tage  could  love.  His  manner,  al¬ 
ternating  between  rudeness  and 
intimacy  and  his  booming  voice 
would  be  as  fitting  in  a  barroom 
as  in  a  courtroom.  No  doubt,  Mr. 
O’Donnell  is  a  skilled  and  highly 
successful  criminal  lawyer,  but  his 
theatrics,  as  well  as  the  logic  of  his 
strategy,  left  me  thinking  that  Mr. 
O’Donnell  was  trapped  in  a  movie 
from  the  era  of  the  Hayes  office. 

Dr.  Donald  Allen:  Defendant. 
Nice  looking  but  cold.  No  passion 
here.  The  press  photos  made  him 
seem  more  attractive  than  in  per¬ 
son.  His  face  recedes  from  you. 
Black,  straight  hair.  (One  court¬ 
room  benchwarmer  whispered: 
“Obviously  a  dye  job.”)  With  so 
many  other  “personalities”  in  the 
courtroom,  Allen  seemed  a  bit  of 
a  wallflower.  It  was  easy  to  forget 
that  he  was  there  at  all,  as  though 
these  crazy  proceedings  were  for 
themselves  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  sober,  serious  people. 

The  Families:  The  O’Donnell 
sons  —  at  least  I  assumed  they 
were  all  three  sons  —  were  in  con¬ 
stant  attendance,  assisting  their 
father  (and,  1  thought,  working 
up  to  mammoth  Oedipal  crises). 
Allen’s  own  gorgeous  and  healthy 
children  (5  of  them)  faithfully 
filled  the  front  pew  day  after  day. 


His  ex-wife  and  her  current  spouse 
(he’s  a  dead-ringer  for  Dr.  Kinsey) 
were  also  there.  As  was  Allen’s 
obligatory  “female  companion.” 
These  folks  had  no  lines.  They 
were  decor,  and  as  such  were  an 
important  visual  backdrop  to  the 
defense  drama,  providing  the 
obvious  contrast  between  the 
defense’s  numerous  Healthy 
Heterosexuals  and  the  Common¬ 
wealth’s  Degenerate  Homosexuals 
(all  of  them  state’s  witnesses). 

The  Jurors:  It  was  a  jury  largely 
of  Mr.  O’Donnell’s  choosing. 
Fourteen  women  and  two  men. 
Three  black  women.  One  male 
was  Protestant  (Lutheran).  All  the 
white  females  (10)  were  Roman 
Catholic.  At  the  order  of  Judge 
Ford,  the  jury  was  sequestered. 
Toward  the  end  of  the  four-week 
trial, one  could  notice  that  some  of 
the  jurors  were  putting  on  a  few 
pounds  (no  exercise  and  rich  hotel 
food).  It  took  a  week  to  get  this 
panel  of  16.  Over  90  prospective 
jurors  were  passed  through  to  get 
this  number,  and  an  extensive  voir 
dire  (comprising  over  30  ques¬ 
tions)  was  asked  to  those  who 
hadn’t  been  excused  for  other  rea¬ 
sons.  Among  those  given  voir  dire 
(one  question  asked  religious  af¬ 
filiation),  there  were  no  Jews, 
atheists  or  free-thinkers.  It  was 
Mr.  O’Donnell’s  strategy  to  go 
after  what  he  perceived  to  be  a 
conventionally-minded  jury,  with 
lots  of  women  who  might  be  im¬ 
pressed  with  Dr.  Allen’s  back¬ 
ground  and  credentials.  It  was 
somewhat  odd  to  see  12  women 
sitting  in  the  jury  box  (the  alter¬ 
nates  were  hidden  from  view  off 
to  the  side)  as  the  final  arbiters  in 
a  male  homosexual  statutory  rape 
case. 

Court  Officers:  My  favorite  was 
the  one  who,  upon  hearing  for  the 
umpteenth  time,  the  reading  of  the 
indictments  that  said  the  defen¬ 
dant  did  knowingly  take  the  penis 
of  a  15-year  old  into  his  mouth 
looked  at  the  spectators  and  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  masturbating.  Less 
humorous  was  the  incident  involv¬ 
ing  Clover  Chango.  Clover,  a  Fag 
Raggex  and  Boston/Boise  activist, 
attended  the  trial  one  day  and  was 
“sending  energy  to  the  witness,” 
who  was  Gary,  the  alleged  victim 
of  the  “sex  crime.”  Judge  Ford, 
seeing  Clover,  freaked  out. 
“ What’s  that  person  doing?  I 
won’t  have  that  in  my  courtroom! 
Remove  him  at  once!”  Three 
burly  Court  Officers  literally  lifted 
Clover  from  his  seat,  carried  him 
from  the  Courtroom  and  took 
him  to  the  lock-up  room  next 
door  where  they  beat  him  up.  One 
Fag  Rag  wag  suspected  that 
Clover  had  mis-aimed  the  energy 
he  was  throwing  and  had  hit  the 
Judge. 

The  People’s  Chorus:  These  are 
the  Courthouse  Ghouls,  mostly  el¬ 
derly  people  for  whom  the  Court¬ 
room  Drama  Is  Real-Life  TV.  I 
recognized  some  of  the  more  un¬ 
pleasant  ones  from  the  Bonin 
trial.  A  few,  particularly  the  old 
men,  were  Madame  DeFarge 
types,  authoritarian  and  ready  to 
see  heads  roll.  The  Bunker  Hill 
Beatings  trial  was  in  another 
courtroom  on  the  same  floor  and 
there  was  much  shuttling  to  and 
fro. 

Mrs.  Robert  Green:  Anita  was 
not  there  in  person,  but  the  odour 
of  her  homophobic  self-righteous¬ 
ness  hung  over  the  proceedings 
like  a  smog.  I  was  reminded  of 
Southern  politics  where,  until 
quite  recently,  the  way  to  win  was 
to  “out-nigger”  you  opponent. 
The  analogy  here  was  to  “out-per¬ 
vert”  the  opposition.  O’Donnell 
got  full  measure  out  of  this  tactic; 
Peisch  less  so  because,  even 
though  he  and  the  Common¬ 
wealth  deplored  the  sex  acts  al¬ 


leged  and  all  those  involved  in 
them,  he  was  asking  the  jurors  at 
the  same  time  to  believe  his  “per¬ 
verts.”  It  was  clear  at  the  start  of 
the  trial  that  no  matter  which  side 
“won,”  hypocrisy  would  be  the 
victor,  and  nothing  would  change 
as  a  result  of  this  witchtrial. 

O’Donnell  vs.  Peisch 

Tom  Peisch  said  the  Common¬ 
wealth  would  prove  that  on  four 
occasions  Dr.  Donald  Allen  went 
to  the  apartment  of  Richard  Pelu¬ 
so  at  242  Mountain  Avenue  and, 
while  there,  did  go  with  Gary  into 
the  bedroom  and  engage  in  fella- 
tion  with  him  for  which  he  paid 
Peluso.  Any  sex  at  all  with  any 
15-year  old  in  Massachusetts, 
whether  or  not  it  is  consensual,  is 
legally  “rape  and  abuse  upon  a 
child”  and  is  a  crime  in  this  state 
and  can  bring  up  to  life  in  prison. 

In  his  opening  statement,  Law¬ 
rence  O’Donnell  countered  that 
Dr.  Allen  had  only  gone  to  the 
Peluso  apartment  twice.  That  was 
to  interview  Gary  as  part  of  his  re¬ 
search  on  male  hustlers.  He  was 
writing  a  paper!  I  nearly  screamed 
when  I  heard  this!  Ever  since  my 
days  in  the  Student  Homophile 
League  (1970),  one  of  the  favorite 
lines  used  by  those  who  are  just 
coming  out  but  who  feel  they  need 
a  “cover”  to  legitimize  their  going 
to  a  gay  meeting,  bar,  dance, 
porno  show,  etc.,  is:  “O,  I’m  just 
doing  research  for  a  sociology 
paper  on  deviancy.”  It’s  been  an 
in-gay  joke  for  years!  Yet  here 
was  Mr.  O’Donnell  pulling  the 
very  same  number  in  this  Superior 
Court  Show  Trial!  Would  it 
wash? 

The  first  order  of  business  was 
bussing  the  jurors  out  to  242 
Mountain  Ave.  to  see  the  now- 
vacant  former  apartment  of 
Richard  Peluso.  This  was  at  the 
request  of  the  defense.  From  this 
tacky,  5-room  ordinary  apart¬ 
ment,  Peluso  was  supposed  to  be 
operating  a  fabulous  “interna¬ 
tional  boy-sex  ring,”  or  so  said 
the  D.A.  It  wasn’t  much  of  a  sight 
to  see;  your  typical  unit  in  a 
double  triple-decker. 

Peisch  called  the  state’s  first 
witness  —  Richard  Peluso.  Now 
39,  balding,  and  serving  a  day-to- 
life  sentence  as  a  “Sexually  Dan¬ 
gerous  Person”  at  the  Treatment 
Unit  at  Bridgewater  State  Hos¬ 
pital,  Mr.  Peluso  was  cool  and 
business-like  (and,  I  suspected,  on 
medication).  Peluso  testified  he 
remembered  “Don”  being 


the  press,  police  and  attorneys  had 
made  him  out  to  be.  He  admitted 
that  in  his  12  years  at  that  Revere 
address,  he’d  probably  had, sex 
with  up  to  200  adolescent  males, 
perhaps  fewer.  (So  who’s  count¬ 
ing?)  Even  200  is  not  that  many, 
an  average  of  1.5  a  month,  a  low 
figure  considering  how  many  boys 
were  dropping  in  on  him  on  a 
regular  basis,  as  in  the  case  of 
Gary,  even  bringing  younger 
brothers  along. 

For  three  days,  Mr.  Peluso  sat 
in  the  witness  box,  dressed  in  the 
same  light  blue  suit.  And  for  most 
of  those  three  days,  Mr.  O’Don¬ 
nell  tried,  in  a  vicious  and  pan¬ 
dering  way,  to  discredit  not  only 
Peluso’s  testimony  but  defame 
him  as  a  person,  slander  homo¬ 
sexuals  as  a  class  and  smear  any¬ 
one  who  would  defend  the  right  of 
sexual  privacy  of  boys  and  men.  If 
you  did  not  think  sex  between 
men  and  adolescents  was  out  of 
the  ordinary,  then  there’d  be 
nothing  to  get  hopped-up  about  in 
the  person  of  Richard  Peluso.  His 
misfortune  was,  apparently,  that 
he  lived  in  Massachusetts  instead 
of  Morocco. 

O’Donnell’s  intention  was  to 
portray  Peluso  to  the  jury  as  a  Sa¬ 
tanic,  Jim  Jones-like  programmer 
who  “turned  boys  against  the  Cre¬ 
ator,”  taught  them  to  have  sex 
with  men,  and  then  exploited 
them.  O’Donnell  assumed  the 
jurors  were  all  sexually  ignorant 
and  prejudiced  about  sex  matters; 
he  hoped  he  could  appeal  to  a 
deep-seated  social  hypocrisy.  I 
think  his  strategy  was  based  on  an 
insult  to  the  common  sense  of  the 
jurors  —  most  of  them  parents. 
He  assumed  they  were  completely 
unaware  of  how  sexual  teenagers 
are! 

The  lie  was  put  to  O’Donnell’s 
dramatic  cross-examination  by 
Peluso  himself,  who  never  al¬ 
lowed  himself  to  rise  to  O’Don¬ 
nell’s  baiting. 

“Wheredid  you ‘nail’  little  Jim¬ 
mie  O’L _  the  first  time?” 

(Jimmie  was  the  teenager  named 
as  the  “victim”  in  the  indictments 
to  which  Peluso  had  pleaded  guil¬ 
ty,  getting  consecutive  15  to  25 
year  sentences  as  well  as  day-to- 
life.) 

“Frank,  Damian o  [the  school 
bus  driver]  brought  him  over.” 

“You  take  boys  through  a  per¬ 
iod  of  indoctrination,  don’t 
you?” 

“Yes,  I  do,  sometimes.” 

“A  kid  who  is  God-created  to 


“By  your  verdict,  you  will  send  a  message  that  when 
young  men  like  Gary  and  Frankie  have  the  courage  to 
tell  the  truth  and  when  it  is  corroborated,  the 
Defendant  will  be  found  guilty.  And  another  message: 
that  in  Suffolk  County,  such  conduct  as  this  Defend¬ 
ant  engaged  in  will  not  be  tolerated !’’  —  Asst.  D.A. 
Thomas  Peisch  in  his  closing  argument. 


brought  to  his  apartment  by 
Arthur  Clarridge  on  several  occa¬ 
sions.  While  there,  Don  went  with 
Gary  into  the  bedroom  and,  be¬ 
fore  leaving,  left  money  in  a 
bureau  drawer.  (Peluso’s  prices 
were  $20  for  sodomy,  $10  for  fel¬ 
latio,  of  which  Pelusoeo:  half, the 
youth  half.)  The  important  point 
that  no  one  brought  out  (for  ob¬ 
vious  reasons)  —  but  essential  to 
debunking  the  silliness  about  this 
being  any  kind  of  serious  prostitu¬ 
tion  set-up  —  was  that  this  so- 
called  Male  House  of  Prostitution 
was  run  on  the  Hon^»r  System! 
Guys  left  the  appropriate  amount 
in  the  drawer  and  Peluso  never  ar¬ 
gued.  An  unconventional  way  if 
you  insist  Peluso  was  a  “Master 
Pimp,”  as  O’Donnell  maintained. 

Richard  Peluso  (“Richie”  to 
the  boys)  was  a  credible  witness 
and,  all  in  all,  a  rather  average, 
likeable  guy.  Not  at  all  the  ogre 


love  women!” 

“Jimmie  wanted  it.” 

“You’re  telling  me  Jimmie 
O’L _ seduced  you'll” 

“Yes.” 

“How?” 

“He  asked  Frank  Damiano  if 
he  could  have  sex  with  me.” 

So  much  for  the  Sinister-Pro¬ 
gramming-Scenario. 

O’Donnell  suggested  that  Pelu¬ 
so  fed  Dr.  Allen’s  name  to  the 
police  in  order  to  “cover-up  for 
big  names”  who  had  been  to  his 
place  to  score  with  boys.  Peluso 
denied  this  but  did  acknowledge 
that  he  did  not  tell  all  the  names  to 
the  police 

Mr.  C  Donnell’s  conduct  was 
highly  improper  during  his 
scream-filled  cross-examination. 
He  often  turned  to  the  jury  and 
said  things  like:  “slimy  pervert,” 
“you’re  disgusting,”  and  on  one 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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we  must  struggle 

Dear  Editor: 

My  disagreements  with  David  MacReynolds’ 
attitude  on  the  position  of  gay  men  today  is 
fundamental  and  also  made  complex  by  anger.  I 
opened  up  the  12/16/78  interview  with  surprise 
and  interest;  thinking  well  of  David  because  of 
his  writings  as  well  as  the  Left  grapevine  and 
identifying  with  the  nonviolent  tradition,  I 
anticipated  that  he  might  make  an  interesting 
connection  between  admittedly  disparate  tenden¬ 
cies. 

1  hear  David  being  deeply  concerned  with  the 
boundaries  that  get  set  up  in  our  sex-typed 
society  between  gay  and  straight  worlds  and  not 
understanding  how  gay  men  can  relate  to 
women.  The  confusion  is  a  state  I  share,  given  an 
understanding  of  male  (gay  or  non-gay)  privilege 
that  David  certainly  details.  But  I  am  left  with 
the  feeling  that  my  honest  attempts  to  relate  to 
women  openly  and  closely,  though  I  am  sexually 
attracted  to  men,  are  worthless.  I  have  been 
trashed. 

It  seems  that  gay  men  are  damned  if  they  do 
and  damned  if  they  don’t.  If  they  become  male 
identified  then  he’s  of  course  right  that  a 
materialist  ghetto  culture  is  created,  though  to 
reduce  it  all  to  “a  desperate  series  of  hunts  going 
on”  sounds  more  like  David’s  inability  to 
connect  up  openly  and  warmly  with  other  gay 
men  than  an  adequate  portrayal  of  at  least  my 
own  contact  with  Philadelphia’s  gay  male  world. 
We  do  have  to  struggle  wilh misogyny  and  the 
objectification  of  people  (gay  men  included) 
while,  wilh  selectivity,  experience  support  and 
shelter  from  a  hostile  world. 

On  the  other  hand  if  we  try  to  relate  to  women 
or  wider  anti-sexist  issues  we’re  also  damned. 
David’s  accusation  of  “latent  heterosexuality” 
because  I  am  a  feminist  and  relate  closely  to 
women  is  confusing  at  best.  Of  course  men  can 
be  patronizing  to  their  “use”  of  feminism  and 
women,  but  I  find  I  am  freed  up  in  relating  to 
women  and  to  ‘women’s’  issues  because  my 
romantic  and  sexual  energy  is  less  focused  on 
women,  with  some  lessening  of  the  male  power 
that  accompanies  those  designs.  This  is  not  to  say 
that  I  don’t  still  have  (the  possibility  of)  male 
power;  it  is  to  argue  for  the  validity  of  my 
struggle  to  reorient  my  woman-identified  self  (of 
which  there  is  also  a  strong  dose  for  many  gay 
men)  in  open,  responsible  A'CW-sexual  ways.  I 
admit  my  link  to  women  openly,  but  it  is  in  the 
context  of  openly  declaring  my  frequent  though 
not  exclusive  link  to  men.  This  is  not  “subli¬ 
mation”  of  my  desires  to  relate  to  women;  I  hope 
it  suggests  the  possibility  of  a  more  androgynous 
state  in  the  context  of  a  responsible  acknowl¬ 
edgement  that  sex  roles  are  still  very  secure 
today. 

Finally,  David  seems  to  me  to  be  confusing  the 
achievement  of  limited  ‘piece  of  the  pie’  gay 
rights  for  white  males  with  a  liberation  that 
necessitates  out  of  the  closet  changed  ways  of 
relating  to  each  other.  Gay  men  have  certainly 
risen  to  all  sorts  of  pillars  of  power  and  they’ve 
had  a  heavy  dose  of  psychic  oppression  along 
with  it. 

However,  my  guess  is  that  even  gay  white 
males  get  in  conflict  with  the  existing  society  if 
they  really  set  free  their  desire  to  relate  sexually 
and  emotionally  to  men  in  a  completely  open 
manner.  This  is  something  a  little  more  than 
adapting  to  existing  values.  Possibly  not  that 
much  more,  but  ‘out  of  the  closet’  defines  the 
baseline  of  our  personal  commitment  as  well  as 
our  political  program  for  gay  LIBERATION.  I 
do  not  have  illusions  about  gay  white  men 
forming  the  vanguard,  but  I  am  committed  to 
organizing  from  my  oppression  and  building 
from  those  understandings. 

David  is  right  that  gay  men  can  at  many  levels 
be  very  safe  and  (if  well  off)  not  particularly 
oppressed  today;  hence  my  commitment  to  work 
among  gay  men,  in  the  lesbian/gay  community 
and  in  the  wider  society  for  socialist  feminist 
goals.  We  cannot  today  afford  to  ghettoize  poli¬ 
tical  work.  The  challenge  to  existing  patriarchal 
and  capitalist  ideology  and  practice  still  must  be 
deepened,  and  I  haven’t  heard  of  a  strategy  for 
the  transformation  that  included  gay  liberation 
without  politicizing  gays  to  join  that  struggle. 
We  can  make  strategic  choices  about  how  and 
which  issues  we  raise;  one  of  these  is  to  be  clear 
that  working  class  gay  men  need  to  be  leaders  in 
the  fight  we  are  waging.  We  must  struggle  to 
make  those  choices  in  a  way  that  integrates  gay 
liberation  in  a  broad  socialist  feminist  revolu¬ 
tionary  process  and  not  shy  away  from  that 
challenge. 

Yours  in  loving  struggle, 

Mark  Killinger 
Philadelphia,  PA 


regardless  of  age 
or  gender 

Dear  GCN, 

I  want  to  compliment  you  for  having  pub¬ 
lished  David  Thorstad’s  article  (v.6,  #23,  1/6/79) 
on  the  subject  of  man-boy  love.  I  can  only  agree 
with  David:  one  of  the  greatest  weaknesses  of  the 
so-called  Gay  Liberation  Movement  has  been  to 
refuse  to  understand  the  need  of  others  to  have 
their  sexual  needs  understood. Thoseofuswho  are 
alert  to  human  sexual  needs  realize  that  all 
human  beings  have  them  —  and  should  be 
allowed  to  express  them  —  with  the  one  proviso 
that  they  do  no  harm  to  others.  Rape  we  do  not 
accept;  child  molestation  we  do  not  accept. 
These  are  harmful.  But  any  consensual  sex  is 
good  for  both  parties,  psychologically  and  physi¬ 
cally.  Those  who  deny  this  are  only  admitting 
their  basic  ignorance  of  human  sexual  needs. 

I  hope  we  human  beings  are  just  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  an  understanding  of  human  sexuality  — 
the  needs,  the  joys,  the  fulfillments  that  sex 
brings  and  satisfies.  There  are  no  arbitrary  ages 
set  by  Nature  for  this.  The  infant  in  the  cradle, 
the  pre-adolescent  child,  and  surely  the  post¬ 
adolescent  feel  these  needs  and  seek  these  satis¬ 
factions.  Nature  knows  no  “ageism.” 

I  hope  that  all  homosexuals,  of  whatever  age, 
will  think  seriously  about  this,  and  realize  that  it 
is  not  just  some  special  group  that  needs  recog¬ 
nition:  not  just  “consensual  adults,”  not  just 
“legally  married”  couples,  but  all  human  beings 
regardless  of  age  or  gender. 

The  so-called  Gay  Liberation  Movement  may 
get  somewhere  if  it  accepts  this  premise:  sexual 
fulfillment  is  notthe  perrogativeof  only  carefully 
selected  groups,  but  of  all  human  beings,  regard¬ 
less  of  gender  or  age.  I  urge  its  “leaders”  to  give 
this  idea  some  thought,  even  though  it  may 
endanger  their  “political”  positions.  We  are 
dealing  here  with  all  human  beings,  not  just  arti¬ 
ficial,  carefully  selected  segments  of  humanity. 

Cordially, 

Robert  Burdick 
New  York,  NY 


sight  &  sound 

To  the  Editors: 

Through  the  pages  of  GCN  we  here  at  Sight  & 
Sound  at  Charles  River  Plaza  would  like  to  take 
this  time  to  thank  all  the  thousands  of  men  and 
women  who  have  passed  through  our  doors  and 
made  life  very  happy  for  many  of  us  these  past 
ten  years.  As  of  Jan.  1 1  Sight  &  Sound  will  no 
longer  exist.  From  the  days  of  Richard  LeMay, 
our  first  manager,  till  now  coming  to  know  you 
and  having  you  as  customers  leaves  us  all  with 
memories  that  will  never  be  forgotten.  We  thank 
you  all  for  that.  We  suggest  Copley  Flair  for 
cards  and  gifts  and  New  Words  for  woman’s 
records. 

We  needed  you,  we  wanted  you,  we  had  you 
and  we  love  you. 

Thank  you, 

Audrey  Edwards 
Boston,  MA 

stone  house 

To  Dykes  and  Fellow  Fags  Out  There,  A 
Friendly  But  Annoyed  Note  About  How  Poli¬ 
tical  Correctness  Can  Sometimes  Be  Self- 
Defeating  .  .  . 

On  New  Year’s  Eve  two  other  faggots  and  I 
tried  to  attend  a  benefit  party  for  Elizabeth  Stone 
House  Refuge  Center.  After  being  looked  over 
by  burly  male  guards,  I  asked  to  see  the  person 
selling  tickets.  Some  confusion,  a  woman  opened 
a  nearby  door.  I  explained  about  the  GCN  ad, 
that  we  wanted  to  help  the  cause.  Was  it  only  for 
women?  (the  guards  and  fuss  made  us  suspi¬ 
cious).  She  said  she  was  sorry  but  they  hadn’t 
done  very  good  advertising;  yes,  only  for  women 
and  no,  it  wasn’t  very  clear.  We  left  feeling  they 
should  have  taken  responsibility  for  the  poor 
publicity  and  let  us  in.  Stone  House  lost  $15,  and 
1  lost  a  little  more  patience  with  policy-over-sub- 
stance  politics. 

While  it  is  desirable  and  necessary  to  focus  on 
our  own  genders,  I  think  diverse  dyke  and  faggot 
communities  might  consider  whether  or  not  we 
make  institutions  as  stratified  and  exclusive  as 
those  of  the  dominant  culture  we  seek  to 
outgrow.  For,  ultimately  our  friends,  politically 
and  otherwise,  are  those  who  accept  us  and  allow 
themselves  our  acceptance  in  turn  —  not  those 
who  recreate  straight  bureaucracies  (but)  for  gay 
workers,  and  mask  intolerance  with  acceptable 
rhetoric.  It’s  a  new  year. 

Chris  Garten 
Cambridge,  MA 


children’s  rights 

Dear  GCN : 

The  man/boy  issue  is  taking  up  a  great  deal  of 
space  in  GCN  these  days.  The  article  by  David 
Thorstad  (Speaking  Out,  Jan.  6,  1979)  was  par¬ 
ticularly  self-righteous,  and  offensive  to  those  of 
us  who  are  aware  of  Children’s  Rights,  and  who 
have  worked  with  children  and  adolescents.  Mr. 
Thorstad  has  over  dramatized  and  exaggerated 
the  similarity  of  the  man/boy  love  issue  and  the 
human  rights/sexual  liberation  issue.  He  seems 
to  think  that  unemployment,  social  service  cut¬ 
backs,  child  abuse,  inflation,  and  “children 
forced  to  play  on  concrete  playgrounds”  can  be 
dealt  with  and  healed  if  men  and  boys  are 
allowed  to  be  lovers.  He  begins  to  sound  like  a 
propagandist  for  the  Hitler  Youth  camps  of  the 
1930s.  Allowing  a  boy  to  have  sexual  relations 
with  a  man  will  not  cure  him  of  his  poverty,  or 
get  him  a  job,  or  make  the  transition  from 
adolescence  to  adulthood  any  easier.  Dealing 
with  family  issues,  mending  the  educational  sys¬ 
tems,  and  direct  changes  in  our  systems  of 
government  will  certainly  ao  more  for  children 
than  man/boy  love.  Let  us  be  realistic  instead  of 
narcissistic. 

I  am  becoming  incensed  with  the  one-sided 
view  that  this  man/boy  issue  has  taken.  It  is 
being  viewed  and  voiced  by  consenting  adult 
males  who  are  demanding  and  fighting  for  their 
own  personal  pleasures  and  rights,  and  not  for 
those  of  the  children.  They  are  hiding  behind 
human  rights  for  children,  not  standing  up  for 
them.  Repealing  all  age  of  consent  laws  is 
counter  to  all  Children’s  Rights. 

Thank  you, 

Jean  Segaloff 
Cambridge,  MA 

porn  scorn 

Dear  GCN: 

Have  just  read  Andrea  Dworkin’s  tedious 
spew  of  sexist  venom  (“Why  So-Called  Radical 
Men  Love  and  Need  Pornography”)  in  the  latest 
issue  of  GCN.  My,  how  butch. 

Am  somewhat  startled  to  learn  that  “male 
desire  is  the  stuff  of  murder,  not  love.”  Really. 
Have  known  rabid  Freudian  homophobic  nean¬ 
derthals  with  more  rational  worldviews  than  this 
nonsense. 

Have  yet  to  figure  out  just  how  gay  male 
sexually-oriented  materials  make  use  of  the 
“images  of  women  bound  and  shackled  .  .  .  hu¬ 
miliated  and  mutilated”  which  Dworkin  men¬ 
tions.  Surely  there  must  be  some  reason  why  you 
decided  to  reprint  this  offensive  foolishness  in 
your  pages,  but  it  hasn’t  dawned  on  me  yet  .  .  . 

This  is  not  the  first  piece  by  Dworkin  to  appear 
in  GCN.  Might  I  suggest  that  before  you  publish 
her  next  article,  you  wait  until  she  writes  some¬ 
thing  worth  reading?  That  circumstance  may 
never  come  to  pass,  but  anything  is  possible. 

The  problem  with  pornography  is  not  that 
some  of  it  is  exploitative  and  demeaning.  That 
aspect  of  some  pornography  is  a  reflection  of  a 
twisted  culture,  not  an  inherent  component  of 
erotica.  The  problem  with  pornography  is  that, 
because  our  sexually  constricted  society  relegates 
sexual  portrayal  to  the  underworld,  most  porn  is 
aesthetically  mediocre.  We  don’t  need  less  por¬ 
nography  —  we  need  better  pornography. 

Regards, - 

Max  Maven 
Hollywood,  CA 


PROMOTIONS  MANAGER 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  Promotions  Manager. 
Marketing  skills  and  organizational  abilities 
needed.  Please  send  resume  to  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


NEWS  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  accepting 
applications  for  the  position  of  News 
Editor.  Must  have  nerves  of  steel  and 
an  iron  constitution  as  well  as  an  affin¬ 
ity  for  poverty.  February  opening. 
Please  send  resume  to  Richard  Burns, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


WANTED! 

Gay  Community  News  needs  motivated 
individual  to  sell  advertising  space  to 
the  men’s  (gay)  bars.  Make  your  own 
hours  and  take  home  a  fat  20%  com¬ 
mission  on  each  ad  you  sell.  To  apply 
call  426-7042,  ask  for  Lucy. 


TO  OUR  ADVERTISERS 
NOTICE  OF  ADVERTISING 
RATE  INCREASES 
Effective  February,  1979,  Vol.  6,  #29. 
Display  advertising  will  cost  slightly 
more  in  GCN.  Advertisers  may  pick  up 
new  rate  sheets  at  the  GCN  office  or 
have  them  mailed  directly  by  calling 
426-7042  (ask  for  Lucy).  All  advertis¬ 
ing  contracted  before  the  Vol.  6,  #29 
issue  will  be  billed  at  the  present  rates. 
Buy  now  and  save! 


Gay  Community  News,  January  13,  1979 


Page  5 


SPEAKING  OUT 

Boys  Loving  Men: 

A  Personal  Reintroduction 
to  Life  and  Loving 

By  Ian  Michaels 

Many  of  you  have  heard  the  political  side  of  this  very  controversial  topic.  Well,  I  know 
very  little  about  the  politics  of  anything,  so  I  won’t  even  attempt  to  get  into  it. 

What  1  will  do  is  tell  you  from  personal  experiences  in  my  life  what  this  topic  “Men 
Loving  Boys  Loving  Men”  means  to  me  in  my  own  life.  Then  maybe,  at  least  I  hope,  I  can  get 
across  to  you,  in  a  very  personal  way,  the  big  question  many  people,  both  homosexual  and 
heterosexual,  are  asking.  Why? 

All  my  life  I’ve  been  involved  in  one  way  or  another  with  men  or  boys.  Some  of  my 
relationships  had  sex  as  a  part  of  them,  some  did  not.  Most  did  because  /  wanted  it  to. 

My  first  sexual  encounter  with  either  a  boy  or  a  man  was  when  I  was  a  patient  at  Plainwell 
(Mich.)  Sanitarium.  I  was  five,  he  was  17.  To  me  he  was  a  man.  We  both  had  private  rooms 
next  to  each  other  far  from  the  nurse’s  station.  One  night  I  was  very  restless,  so  I  went  next 
door  to  see  Jim.  Apparently  he  was  restless  too,  because  when  I  walked  into  his  room,  he  was 
caressing  the  biggest  cock  I  had  ever  seen.  And  in  the  hospital  shower  room,  there  are  many  to 
be  seen,  but  not  touched.  I  startled  him,  and  he  hurriedly  settled  the  covers  over  him.  I  asked 
him  if  I  could  do  it  for  him?  He  looked  at  me  softly,  took  my  hand  and  placed  in  on  the  side  of 
his  face,  and  he  said,  “You  don’t  want  to  mess  around  with  me,  because  if  they  find  out, 
they’d  leave  you  in  a  place  like  this  for  the  rest  of  your  life  like  me.”  He  was  gay  and  alone. 
And  he  was  crying.  I  wanted  to  climb  into  his  bed,  but  I  didn’t.  I  stood  next  to  his  bed  and 
cried  with  him.  Then  I  left.  From  then  on,  I  knew  I  was  gay,  too. 

Men  and  Boys: 

Appropriate? 

By  Nancy  Walker 

It  is  now  1979.  I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  write  a  funny  column  dedicated  to  the 
proposition  that  if  it  didn’t  go  wrong  in  ’78  maybe  by  ’79  it’s  too  late,  or  something  to  that 
effect.  Alas  for  my  muse,  I’ve  heard  the  news  and,  worse  yet,  read  the  Christmas(!)  issue  of 
this  not-quite-yet  agedand venerable  newspaper.  The  big  and  horrifying  news  item  is  that  some 
maniac  in  Illinois  has  confessed  to  murdering  at  least  32  teenage  boys  after  having  sex  with 
them.  The  other  horror  is  David  Thorstad’s  thoughtless  “Speaking  Out”  column  in  the  most 
recent  issue  of  GCN. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  I  daresay  in  this  I  can  speak  for  the  vast  majority  of  gay 
women  also,  gay  liberation,  contrary  to  what  Thorstad  claims,  is  primarily,  if  not  entirely,  a 
matter  of  achieving  equal  rights  for  gays  in  this  society.  If  and  when  we  have  accomplished 
that  goal,  those  of  us  who  wish  to  do  so,  can  fight  for  the  right  of  kinkajoos  to  fuck  on  Main 
St.  or  whatever  other  arcane  and  delicious  monstrosity,  however  sociopathic  and  bizarre  it 
may  be.  The  issue  is  not  whether  we  should  be  fighting  for  the  rights  of  small  children  to 
explore  their  sexual  potential.  They  will  inevitably  do  that.  Let  Thorstad  and  his  confreres  at 
least  say  what  the  real  issue  is:  that  they  want  to  fuck  children.  They  should  not  try  to 
legitimize  their  appetites  by  requiring  that  the  gay  liberation  movement  as  a  whole  carry  the 
banner  for  them. 

No  matter  what  Thorstad  says,  the  fact  remains  that  gay  liberation  is  an  issue  involving 
the  rights  of  consenting  adults  to  live  in  whatever  lifestyle  they  choose.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
here  to  psycholanalyze  the  gay  adult  male  who  wants  or  needs  to  share  his  sexuality  with 
children. 

Most  of  us  do  not  have  any  such  desire,  although  Thorstad  attributes  it  to  us  when  he 
blatantly  says,  “For  most  of  us,  given  the  opportunity  and  the  assurance  of  safety,  would  no 
doubt  also  choose  to  share  our  sexuality  with  someone  under  the  age  of  majority.”  Just  who  is 
Thorstad’s  “us”?  How  easily  he  has  xed  out  of  existence  the  female  members  of  the  gay 
community  and  liberation  movement  to  which  he  has  supposedly  addressed  his  polemic.  There 
are  some  gay  men  who  would  agree  with  him,  but  even  if  that  is  so,  they  cannot  compose  the 
majority  that  “most  of  us”  implies,  because  gay  women  are  not  the  least  bit  interested  in 
having  sexual  relations  with  young  children.  I  found  it  significant  that  Thorstad  never 
mentioned  any  age  limit  at  all.  He  did  not  even  restrict  his  interest  in  younger  people  to 
adolescents.  Does  he  really  advocate  sexual  interchanges  between  grown  men  and  children, 
from  birth  up?  Where  does  he  draw  the  line?  By  not  drawing  the  line  he  turns  away  a  fair 
number  of  individuals  who  might  agree  with  him  if  he  had  a  rational  proposal  to  make. 

In  any  event,  Thorstad  has  neither  conscience  nor  persuasion  on  his  side.  He  would  make 
hash  of  the  legitimate  concerns  of  the  gay  movement  in  order  to  drag  the  rest  of  us  into  his 
own  limited  and  doomed-to-fail  campaign  for  total  sexual  abandon. 

“Repeal  all  age  of  consent  laws!  Freedom  of  sexual  expression  for  all!”  is  the  cover-up 
slogan  for  men  whose  only  interest  is  their  own  sexual  gratification.  No  age  of  consent  laws 
would  be  patently  ridiculous.  Total  freedom  of  sexual  expression  would  result  in  chaos.  Never 
has  there  been  a  society,  primitive  or  otherwise,  where  total  sexual  expression  was  allowed. 
The  reasons  are  obvious,  and  they  are  not  puritanical,  sex-negative  narrow  or  unsavory  in  any 
other  way. 

Sex  prohibitions  usually  relate  to  the  survival  of  the  society.  There  is  nothing  evil  in  that. 
Society  has  to  protect  itself  or  it  will  perish.  The  individual’s  rights  and  privileges  in  a  free 
society  have  to  be  balanced  by  responsibilities. 

It  doesn’t  seem  to  make  any  difference  to  Thorstad  that  gay  adults  are  oppressed  and 
want  to  do  something  reasonable,  within  the  framework  of  the  existing  society,  to  rid 
themselves  of  that  oppression.  It  does  not  occur  to  Thorstad  that  gay  women  have  fights,  and 
that  we  hardly  ever  want  anything  libidinous  to  do  with  girls  much  under  the  age  of  majority. 
Even  if  we  were  absQlutely  assured  of  “safety”  we  wouldn’t  want  to  share  our  sexuality  with 
children.  Prepubescent  children  are  not  taboo  because  this  is  a  sex  negative  society  (I  agree 
that  it  is  a  sex  negative  society;  that  is  not  the  issue)  but  because  they  can  be  physically  hurt 
and  may  be  psychologically  injured  as  well  by  sexual  intimacy  with  adults.  I  would  not  be  at  all 
adverse  to  laws  that  allowed  children  to  experiment  with  one  another.  They  do  that  anyway,  as 
I  recall. 

Thorstad’s  article  generates  much  more  heat  than  light.  He  offers  absolutely  no  cogent 
reason  why  we  should  have  no  age  of  consent  laws.  He  simply  says  that  he  wants  to  eliminate 
them.  He  makes  a  totally  specious  connection  between  the  fight  for  legitimate  gay  rights  and  a 
battle  about  which  few  of  us  knew  and  to  which  even  fewer  would  subscribe  and  makes  that 
the  crux  of  the  whole  gay  movement.  I,  for  one,  want  to  make  it  very  plain  that  I  repudiate 
everything  he  says.  I  am  for  the  freedom  of  those  to  choose  who  are  able  to  do  so  with 
reasonable  safety. 


I  was  to  return  many  times  after  that  night,  and  after  much  persistance  on  my  part,  we 
had  sex.  It  was  beautiful.  I  had  a  warm  feeling  of  being  wanted  and  needed.  So  did  he. 

This  continued  for  many  months.  Then  we  got  caught!  The  head  nurse  ordered  the 
attendants  to  put  us  both  in  restraints.  Me  in  my  room  and  Jim  in  a  seclusion  room.  Three 
days  later  he  was  transferred  to  another  mental  hospital.  I  was  crushed. 

A  month  later,  I  too,  was  transferred  to  another  hospital.  Jim,  too,  was  there.  We 
continued  where  we  left  off.  But  here  we  found  many  others  who  had  the  same  kinds  of 
feelings  as  we  did.  So  we  all  got  together  over  a  period  of  the  next  three  and  a  half' years. 
Finally  Jim  was  released.  After  he  left,  I  too  left  the  group,  and  again  I  was  frightened  and 
alone.  (Note:  Jim  is  to  this  day,  incarcerated  at  a  maximum  security  prison  in  Jackson, 
Michigan  for  loving  and  caring  for  people  who  happen  to  be  of  the  same  sex.) 

Then  I  met  an  attendant  who  taught  me  what  love  really  was,  and  who  helped  me  enter  a 
whole  new  exciting  portion  of  my  life,  the  entering  of  my  manhood.  1  was  15,  he  24.  Even 
after  my  release  in  April,  1974,  even  after  my  release  from  the  hospital.  When  I  was  finally 
given  the  freedom  most  other  kids  have  at  birth,  this  relationship  grew  and  grew.  So  did  1. 
After  so  many  years  of  knowing  no  one  except  uncaring  doctors  and  nurses,  1  was  given  a 
chance  my  first  chance,  to  grow  and  be  somebody. 

But  then  he  met  someone  who  he  loved  and  needed  more.  Again  I  was  left  with  a  feeling 
of  aloneness. 

So  after  high  school,  1  traveled  and  whored  and  whored  and  traveled. 

Then  I  came  to  Boston,  met  some  very  special  men  who  introduced  me  to  some  very 
special  boys,  who  in  turn,  reintroduced  me  to  the  long  lost  feeling  of  being  wanted  and 
needed.  But  at  the  same  time,  I,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  began  to  feel  a  sense  of  worth, 
something  not  many  people  ever  made  me  feel. 

Now  I  hear  people  say  that  it’s  wrong  for  a  man  to  love  a  boy  the  way  I  and  so  many  other 
men  do.  But  if  these  people  understood  what  kind  of  love,  mv  kind  of  love,  means  to  both 
parties  involved,  they  couldn’t  do  the  things  to  us  they  now  feel  justified  in  doing. 

After  all,  is  it  so  wrong  or  evil  or  sick  for  people  to  want  to  be  wanted  and  needed.  I  think 

not. 

I’m  now  21  years  old,  and  I’ve  been  given  a  chance  to  live  and  love  again,  and  at  the  same 
time,  I’m  giving  somebody  else  a  chance  to  live  and  love,  too. 

So  please,  don’t  take  my  only  means  of  existing  away.  Please! 


Thorstad  acts  as  if  he  thinks  children  can  take  care  of  themselves,  which  must  presuppose 
thatfrombirthon(rememberhesetsnoage  limits  on  his  demands)  they  can  support  themselves, 
educate  themselves,  attend  to  all  their  own  material  and  spiritual  needs.  That  is  pure  and  utter 
nonsense.  Children  need  to  be  taken  care  of  until  they  are  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  At 
what  age  children  become  able  to  do  so  is  not  a  debate  I  wish  to  open.  The  point  is  simply  that 
there  is  a  period  in  human  life  when  the  individual  is  not  capable  of  self-sufficiency.  Guidance, 
protection,  nurturing  are  necessary.  Society  dictates,  to  a  large  extent,  how  those  necessities 
shall  be  administered.  It  was  ever  thus.  So  it  will  continue.  Society  is  capable  of  improvement. 

Thorstad  makes  little  sense  because  he  doesn’t  know  what  he  wants,  aside  from  the  right, 
apparently,  to  have  sex  with  children.  He  drags  in  irrelevancies,  all  unproven  and  unsupported 
by  any  evidence,  such  as:  “The  continuing  mass  unemployment  and  cutbacks  in  social 
services,  being  implemented  by  the  capitalist  government  as  a  way  of  forcing  the  working 
classes  to  pay  for  inflation  without  encroaching  on  the  profits  of  the  corporations  and  other 
capitalist  enterprises,  presents  millions  of  children  today  with  a  gloomy  prospect  for  their  lives 
—  at  just  the  moment  when  they  are  preparing  to  chart  their  future.  And,  in  all  of  North 
America,  age-of-consent  laws  define  minors  as  automatic  victims,  rather  than  as  free  agents 
with  the  right  to  control  their  own  destiny  ...” 

Does  knocking  capitalism  add  anything  to  his  argument?  Does  he  have  any  argument? 
How  can  we  in  conscience  complain  about  the  lack  of  support,  in  general,  for  the  gay 
movement  on  the  part  of  well-do-do  gays  when  we  take  such  gratuitous  pot  shots  at  them  in 
media  which  are  supposed  to  be  for  the  entire  gay  community?  How  can  we  ever  be  willing  to 
be  painted  with  the  same  brush  as  Thorstad,  how  can  we  sit  silently  by  and  let  ourselves  be 
included,  without  protest,  in  a  movement,  self-made  or  tailored  by  a  Thorstad?  How  the  hell 
does  he  presume  to  speak  for  us?  If  he  would  speak  only  for  himself,  I  think  things  would  be 
presented  in  a  better,  more  understandable  light.  And  fa*  less  harm  would  be  done  to  the 
movement  as  a  whole! 

I  don’t  know  how  anyone  with  enough  intelligence  to  string  the  words  together  as  he 
does,  could  be  unaware  of  the  potential  damage  to  the  gay  community  in  what  he  says.  I  must 
assume  that  Thorstad  is  using  the  community  to  suit  his  own  ends  and  doesn’t  give  a  damn 
what  ammunition  he  presents  to  the  anti-gay  forces  in  this  society. 

Americans,  despite  what  Thorstad  says  to  the  contrary,  love  their  children.  That  they  love 
them  imperfectly  is  true,  but  how  much  perfect  love  do  you  suppose  there  is  between  men  and 
boys???  For  the  very  small  minority  of  parents  who  deliberately  abuse  their  children,  he  is 
willing  to  damn  all  the  society  as  one  which  doesn’t  love  children.  That  is  as  sensible  as 
suggesting  that  because  a  maniac  in  Illinois  murders  32  teenage  boys  after  having  sex  with 
them,  all  men  who  have  sex  with  boys  will  kill  them.  But  that  kind  of  thinking  is  bound  to 
occur  in  many  members  of  the  straight  society. 

It  is  not  a  good  idea  for  the  underprivileged  gay  community  to  sound  the  trumpet  and 
march  to  the  tune  of  “Repeal  all  age  of  consent  laws.”  At  this  time,  such  behavior  on  our  part 
is  suicidal.  The  man/boy  relationship  is  one  of  much  debate  within  our  community.  I  think  it 
should  be  discussed,  analyzed,  understood.  But  it  should  not  be  loudly  advocated  at  a  time 
when  the  community  is  so  vulnerable,  when  the  law  still  denies  consenting  adults  basic  human 
rights,  when  Anita  Bryant  and  her  kind  are  militant  against  us,  when  in  all  but  three  or  four 
instances  we  have  lost  in  the  political  arena.  Just  what  is  the  point  in  making  such  a 
commotion  now  over  an  issue  that  is  odious  to  many  gays  of  both  sexes? 

Thorstad  mentions  that  men  who  love  boys  are  being  persecuted  at  a  time  when  there  is  so 
much  child  abuse.  He  makes  the  incredible  statement  that  “the  heterosexuals  themselves” 
have  revealed  this  child  abuse.  How  can  he  assume  that  all  the  parents  who  abuse  their 
children  are  straight? 

It  is  perhaps  true  that  children  don’t  have  enough  say  in  how  their  lives  are  run.  There  are 
numerous  agencies  working  toward  making  it  possible  for  children  to  have  a  greater  influence 
on  their  own  lives,  but  that  is  still  largely  a  family  matter  and  likely  to  remain  so.  Therefore, 
the  best  way  to  effect  what  amounts  to  “children’s  liberation”  is  to  try  to  educate  the  adults 
who  deal  with  them  in  homes  and  schools,  so  that  children  will  be  given  greater  scope  to 
express  themselves  in  all  phases  of  their  lives,  not  just  the  sexual  one. 

What  distresses  me  most  of  all  is  the  transparent  lack  of  concern  about  anything  but  sex 
in  Thorstad’s  article.  He  even  says  it  right  out  front,  though  he  does  refer  to  men  loving  boys 
when  he  really  means  fucking  them.  He  makes  no  argument  for  love  or  nurturing,  which  1 
think  can  indeed  be  made. 

What  Thorstad  advocates  would  certainly  enrage  and  terrify  straight  parents  and  most 
other  members  of  this  society  who  think  that  human  beings,  though  animals,  are  more  than 
animals,  and  who  value  civilization,  knowing  it  is  based,  like  it  or  not,  on  compromising 
between  rights  and  duties. 

I  am  appalled  at  what  Thorstad  says  because  he  tries  to  make  it  look  as  if  the  ga> 
liberation  movement  as  a  whole  either  does  or  should  support  his  position.  I  feel  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  speak  out  against  both  what  he  says  and  his  trying  to  implicate  all  of  us  in  hit 
particular  little  revolution.  The  silent  majority  always  gets  screwed  because  it  won’t  get  up  of! 
its  collective  ass  and  shout  down  the  madmen  in  its  midst.  I  do  not  subscribe  to  a  no-hold: 
barred  idea  of  freedom,  sexual  or  otherwise.  Without  self-restraint  and  some  concept  oi 
responsibility  and  decorum,  we  will  never  achieve  even  the  most  moderate  of  our  legitimatt 
goals. 

Happy  New  Year. 
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occasion  he  asked  for  a  recess 
“because  I’m  going  to  throw  up!” 

Mr.  Peluso  said  he  thought  he 
was  “a  good  friend  to  the  boys,” 
something  neither  Peisch  nor 
O’Donnell  could  accept  though  in 
fact  a  statement  supported  by  one 
of  the  teenagers  who  later  took  the 
stand.  It  was  only  after  Peluso ’s 
meeting  Clarridge  (1974)  that 
things  changed  around  242  Moun¬ 
tain  Ave.  Clarridge  started  paying 
Peluso  (who  was  always  border¬ 
line  broke,  what  with  beer,  food, 
fishing  equipment,  air  hockey, 
and  grass  for  his  boys)  for  the  sex 
he  was  having  at  Peluso’s  place. 
And  it  was  Clarridge  who  also 
began  bringing  other  paying  men 
to  242  Mountain  Ave. 

After  his  three  days  on  the 
stand,  Peluso  not  only  seemed  a 
pleasant  and  likeable  man,  he  also 
seemed  to  be  a  sad  and  sympa¬ 
thetic  figure  who  had  been  mani¬ 
pulated  by  just  about  everyone:  by 
the  boys  he  entertained  (from 
whom  he  at  least  got  some  fleeting 
affection);  by  Clarridge  who  got 
him  into  something  way  over  his 
head;  by  the  police  who  whisked 
him  to  jail  and  put  the  pressure 
(life  in  Bridgewater)  on  him  to 
name  names;  by  the  D.A.  who 
had  coached  him  rigorously  for 
this  testimony,  lest  there  be  hell- 
to-pay.  Dr.  Allen  had  his  high- 
power  State  Street  lawyer  and  his 
family  for  support  and  concern  no 
matter  what  happened  to  him; 
who  was  around  to  help  Richard 
Peluso? 

With  all  the  official  heat  on 
him,  Peluso  was  in  no  position  to 
defend  boy-love  and  his  past  be¬ 
havior.  Though  it  was  clear  he 
thought  he  had  done  nothing 
wrong,  he  had  to  say  otherwise. 
(One  of  the  first  acts  of  contrition 
required  to  begin  to  get  out  of  the 
“Sexually  Dangerous  Person” 
category  is  to  admit  that  you  are  a 
S.D.P.  If  you  refuse  to  say  what 
you  like  to  do  is  wrongj  you  are  a 
lifer  at  Bridgewater.)  Hence,  when 
O’Donnell  asked  Peluso  if  he  was 
a  “master  male  pimp,”  “per¬ 
verse,”  etc.,  Peluso  could  not 
deny  it  without  jeopardizing  pos¬ 
sible  release  from  Bridgewater. 
Catch  22.  Headlines  read:  “Ad¬ 


mitted  procurer  .  .  “Self-Con¬ 
fessed  Master  Male  Pimp  ...  ”, 
etc. 

O’Donnell  closed  his  cross-ex¬ 
amination  of  Peluso  with  injunc¬ 
tions  to  the  Deity. 

“Do  you  have  some  under¬ 
standing  of  God?” 

“Yes,  I  do.” 

“Do  you  think  of  Adam  and 
Eve?”  * 

Yes.” 

“  Your  whole  life  is  made  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  God’s  way!” 

“Objection!”  by  Peisch.  Sus¬ 
tained. 

And  later:  “Do  you  see  any¬ 
thing  wrong  with  your  way  of  life 
before  your  arrest?” 

“Yes,  sir,  I  did.” 

“Thinking  of  God,  what  steps 
did  you  take  to  stop?” 

“None.” 

,  Will  you  agree  that  now 
you  will  testify  that  the  acts  with 
kids  were  harming  children?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“And  won’t  you  admit:  7 am  a 
liar!’!” 

“I  am  not  a  liar.” 

“Then  you  are  not  forgiven!” 
O’Donnell  quickly  turns  in  disgust 
and  plops  down  in  his  chair. 

‘The  Victims’ 

The  alleged  victim,  Gary,  was 
the  next  witness.  Now  17,  Gary  is 
lanky  with  black  hair  brushed 
back  in  a  fashionable  cut.  His  tes¬ 
timony  was  blatantly  coached.  His 
story:  he’d  met  Peluso  when  he 
was  13.  Shortly  thereafter  they 
had  sex.  Gary  brought  Frankie  to 
Peluso’s  (Frankie  was  also  a  wit¬ 
ness  in  this  case,  called  to  cor¬ 
roborate  Gary’s  testimony). 
Frankie  first  had  sex  with  Peluso 
in  a  3-way  with  Gary.  Frankie  also 
regularly  had  sex  with  Arthur 
Clarridge  at  Peluso’s. 

Gary  testified  that  on  four  occa¬ 
sions  he  met  “Don”  —  whom  he 
identified  as  the  defendant  —  and 
on  those  four  occasions,  he  went 
into  Peluso’s  bedroom  with  Don, 
closed  the  door  and  got  blown. 
(On  their  first  date,  they  did  a 
“69”  which  Gary  described  for 
the  jury.) 

After  these  four  incidents,  Gary 
and  Frankie  had  seen  Don  once 
on  The  Block  in  Back  Bay  and 


Guilty 


Continued  from  Page  3 


then  once  at  Together,  a  Boston 
bar,  where  Don  gave  Gary  $100  to 
help  him  out.  (Gary  had  run  away 
from  home  and  needed  the  money 
for  lodging.) 

During  direct  examination  of 
Gary,  Peisch  tipped  his  hand  a  bit. 
Gary  admitted  that  while  in  police 
custody  for  the  past  year,  he  had 
grown  a  full  beard. 

“And  what  happened  to  that 
beard,  Gary?” 

“I  shaved  it  off,  sir.” 

“And  who  asked  you  to  do 
that?” 

“ You  did,  sir.” 

After  O’Donnell’s  rough  treat¬ 
ment  of  Peluso,  we  expected  the 
two-fist  treatment  on  Gary.  He 
was,  after  all,  the  witness  on 
whom  the  state  would  make  or 
break  its  case.  But  O’Donnell 
handled  Gary  with  kid  gloves. 
Gary’s  portrait  of  Peluso  was 
sympathetic  and  endearing:  “I 
went  to  Richie’s  to  talk,  for  some¬ 
thing  to  do.  Richie  was  a  good 
person.”  O’Donnell  asked  Gary  if 
he  thought  having  sex  with  Peluso 
was  wrong.  Gary  paused.  “No.  I 
didn’t  think  so.”  “Do  you  now!” 
A  longer  pause.  “No.  I  was 
younger.  I  ...  no.”  All  the 
jurors  were  rivetted  to  Gary  —  as 
they  would  be  to  no  other  witness. 
You  must  remember,  Gary  has 
been  locked  up  in  a  DARE  house 
under  police  custody  since  last 
January.  (They  do  let  him  out  on 
weekends  to  go  to  gay  bars.) 

Frankie  was  called  next. 
Frankie  is  the  son  of  an  M.D.C. 
police  lieutenant,  and  there  was 
speculation  that  Frankie  would  be 
kept  away  from  this  and  all  subse¬ 
quent  trials  at  the  requests  of  his 
father.  (By  the  way,  between 
them,  Gary  and  Frankie  are  the  al¬ 
leged  “victims”  in  the  majority  of 
the  outstanding  “sex  ring”  indict¬ 
ments.) 

Short-haired,  handsome, 
Frankie  was  wearing  his  new  Air 
Force  uniform.  It  was  December 
12,  the  day  “I  would  have  finished 
Basic  Training,  but  I  had  to  come 
back  for  this  trial.”  He  had  en¬ 
listed  in  October  1978  for  one  year 
of  active  duty  —  the  assumed 
maximum  duration  of  all  the  “Re¬ 
vere”  trials.  He  told  the  Court 


he’d  had  his  uniform  for  less  than 
two  weeks.  Frankie  was  not  a 
good  witness.  Someone  had  ob¬ 
viously  told  him  to  offer  as  little 
information  as  possible.  Slow,  un¬ 
certain,  he  finally  spoke  with  re¬ 
luctance.  His  chronology  of 
events  differed  from  that  of 
Peluso  and  Gary. 

O’Donnell  closed  in  on  Frankie. 
Had  he  told  the  Air  Force  re¬ 
cruiter  about  his  past  homosexual 
activities?  No.  “Don’t  you  think 
the  Air  Force  would  want  to  know 
about  your  behavior  at  Peluso’s 
apartment?”  “Objection!”  by 
Peisch.  Sustained.  The  Court¬ 
house  Ghouls  didn’t  buy  this 
makeshift  morality.  They’d  read 
about  the  Matlovich  federal 
appeals  ruling  that  very  day  and 
now  knew  homosexuality  per  se 
was  no  longer  going  to  be  grounds 
for  discharge.  But  no  matter 
Frankie’s  expectations  about  his 
nascent  military  career,  Mr. 
O’Donnell  did  his  best  to  get  him 
the  boot.  Later  in  the  trial, 
O’Donnell  called  the  recruiter 
who  had  signed  up  Frankie.  He 
testified  that  Frankie  had,  under 
oath,  replied  NO  to  the  inquiry 
about  past  homosexual  activity. 
Apparently,  the  recruiter  would 
now  recommend  Frankie’s  im¬ 
mediate  dismissal.  It  wasn’t  clear 
what  upset  him  more:  Frankie’s 
past  hustling  or  the  fact  that  he’d 
lie  about  it  to  the  U.S.  military. 

O’Donnell  continued  his  grill¬ 
ing  of  a  reluctant  Frankie. 

“How  did  you  learn  about  what 
was  going  on  in  Richie’s  apart¬ 
ment?” 

“My  girlfriend  told  me.  She 
lived  below  him  .  .  .  Gary  just 
told  me  to  go  up,  so  I  went  up.” 
Frankie  couldn’t  recall  who  was 
there  at  the  time.  The  place  was 
often  crowded  with  adolescent 
boys.  “Frank  Damiano  would 
park  his  school  bus  out  front” 
and  bring  the  kids  up  to  Peluso’s. 
When  Peluso  suggested  to  Gary 
and  Frankie  that  they  could  make 
some  money  by  “turning  tricks” 
with  some  of  the  men  who  came  to 
his  apartment,  both  boys  quickly 
agreed.  Frankie  then  admitted  to 
being  sodomized,  but  denied  ever 
engaging  in  Anal  Sex  (and  given 


the  look  on  his  face,  it  must  be 
something  he  detests).  The  Court¬ 
room  filled  with  titters.  Asked 
again,  Frankie  acknowledged 
sodomy  but  denied  Anal  Sex.  Ris¬ 
ing  laughter.  Judge  Ford,  ever  pa¬ 
ternal,  leans  over  and  informed 
the  witness  that  Sodomy  and  Anal 
Sex  are  the  same  thing.  Frankie: 
“O.”  No  wonder  these  poor  bun¬ 
nies  don’t  know  they  are  victims; 
they  don’t  even  know  the  crime! 
Differing  Dates 

Arthur  Preston  Clarridge, 
former  Assistant  Headmaster  at 
the  posh  Fessenden  School  for 
boys  in  West  Newton,  was  the 
next  witness.  Clarridge,  in  his  late 
40s,  looks  like  a  mix  of  Wally  Cox 
and  Buck  Henry,  with  a  soupijon 
of  Woody  Allen.  Using  his  handy 
school  office  calendar  for  1977, 
Clarridge  testified  he  took  Dr. 
Allen  to  Peluso’s  on  four  occa¬ 
sions.  His  dates  were  different 
from  those  of  Peluso,  Gary  and 
Frankie. 

O’Donnell  zeroed  in  on  the  deal 
Clarridge  had  made  with  the 
D.A.’s  office.  Clarridge  agreed  to 
be  a  state  witness  in  all  grand  jury 
trial  proceedings  in  these 
“Revere”  cases.  In  exchange,  the 
D.A.  promised  to  drop  the  “rape 
and  abuse”  charges,  and  at  some 
future  time,  Clarridge  will  plead 
guilty  to  “indecent  assault  and 
battery”  and  unnatural  acts. 

“And  you  expected  this  deal?” 

“I  never  know  what  to  expect.” 

“You’ve  been  free  as  a  bird 
since  December  1977.” 

“It’s  inhibited  me,  but  I’m  free 
to  go  where  I  want  ...  I  pray  I 
don’t  go  to  jail.” 

“You  use  the  word  ‘pray.’  Did 
you  ever  have  occasion  to  use  that 
word  in  the  House  of  Prostitu¬ 
tion?” 

“I  don’t  recall.” 

O’Donnell  tried  to  establish 
that  the  Headmaster  at  the  Fessen¬ 
den  School  knew  about  Clar¬ 
ridge ’s  sexual  activities  and,  im¬ 
plicitly,  sanctioned  them  as  long 
as  no  scandal  arose.  Judge  Ford 
excused  the  jury  at  this  point  and 
queried  O’Donnell  about  his  in¬ 
tentions  in  this  line  of  question¬ 
ing.  O’Donnell  hesitated:  “I  don’t 
Continued  on  Page  7 
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want  to  give  the  school  a  black 
eye.”  Ford:  “1  wondered.”  Ses¬ 
sion  resumed  and  O’Donnell  re¬ 
ferred  to  Clarridge  (to  his  face)  as 
“Miss  Schoolma’am.” 

Clarridge  remarked  on  his  con¬ 
cern  for  safety  while  at  Peluso’s. 
“I  asked  him  if  I  was  safe.  He  said 
he  did  not  have  my  name  written 
down  anywhere.  Peluso  told  my¬ 
self  and  the  boys  not  to  talk  about 
personal  matters.”  That’s  why, 
Clarridge  said,  he  was  so  surprised 
Dr.  Allen  told  Gary  he  was  a 
psychiatrist. 

During  Clarridge’s  testimony 
(as  with  the  others),  there  were 
long,  tedious  recesses.  Justice,  if 
she  loves  nothing  else,  adores  long 
pauses.  Not  a  thing  to  do  but  wait. 
The  lawyers,  in  their  natty,  pin¬ 
striped  suits  and  tight  vests,  move 
around  the  Courtroom  and  latch 
onto  other  lawyers  and  police  de¬ 
tectives.  I  thought  of  piranha,  in 
a  well-fed  interlude,  smoothly 
gliding  in  a  tank. 

No  sex  trial  could  be  complete 
without  ‘‘embarrassing  details,” 
like  the  big  black  mole  on  Don  Al¬ 
len’s  cock,  or  extensive  probings 
into  the  sexual  techniques  of 
Peluso  and  Clarridge.  I  think  part 
of  the  terror  of  such  a  trial  is  this: 
one  of  the  primary  fears  male 
homosexuals  have  is  being  ex¬ 
posed  in  a  situation  in  which  you 
have  no  control,  in  family,  at 
school,  at  work,  etc.  To  have  your 
sex  life  revealed  in  court,  under 
oath,  and  headlined  is  the  ulti¬ 
mate!  We  heard  ' tell  of  Preston 
Clarridge’s  “Sex  Kit,”  a  sad  little 
gym  bag  he-’d  carry  with  him  to 
Peluso’s  and  use  while  scoring 
with  Frankie.  During  a  police  in¬ 
quiry,  Frankie  had  revealed  that 
the  Sex  Kit  contained:  reefers, 


matches,  candles,  a  towel,  a  tube 
of  vaseline,  and  a  pair  of  ‘‘girlie 
panties.”  (My  companion  re-' 
marked:  “Well,  there  goes  his 
scene!”  1  said:  “Panties!  Really! 
How  50s!”  We  never  found  out 
who  wore  them.)  Mr.  O’Donnell 
couldn’t  resist  “pervert-baiting” 
Clarridge  on  the  Sex  Kit. 

“What  else  did  you  have  in  the 
Sex  Kit?” 

“Mouthwash,  a  Polaroid, 
toothbrush  ...” 

“A  paddle?” 

“No  paddle.” 

“Ping-pong  balls?” 

“No  ping-pong  balls?” 

“Any  rope  to  tie  people  up?” 

“Occasionally  I  may  have  had 
ropes.” 

O’Donnell  turned  full-front  to 
the  jurors  and  said,  as  though 
deeply  disgusted,  “Ropes!” 

“Ladies  panties?” 

“Yes,  I  probably  did.” 

O’Donnell  uttered:  “That’s 
all.”  It  was  clear  he  was  glad  to  be 
finished  with  the  slime. 

The  unopened  Sex  Kit  was  of¬ 
fered  as  an  Exhibit  for  the  jury’s 
perusal  during  their  deliberations. 
During  his  final  argument,  Mr. 
O’Donnell  told  us  that  the  kit  also 
contained  a  porno  movie  called  “2 
Boys  in  a  Motel.”  Then  he  actual¬ 
ly  lifted  up  the  Sex  Kit  and 
punched  it. 

On  re-direct,  Peisch  asked  Clar¬ 
ridge  if  he  had  seen  Dr.  Allen 
since  both  of  them  were  indicted. 
Clarridge  said  he  had  run  into  him 
at  The  Bar,  a  Boston  disco.  “I 
said  ‘How  do  two  intelligent 
people  like  us  get  mixed  up  with  a 
guy  like  Peluso?’  And  Allen  said 
‘I  didn’t  think  we’d  get  caught’.” 
There  was  no  re-cross.  So  with 
this  grubby  (and  elitist)  act  of  con¬ 


trition  (more  bad  ’40s  movie  dia¬ 
logue),  our  Commonwealth  rested 
its  case. 

Allen  on  the  Stand 

Donald  Allen  was  the  first  wit¬ 
ness  in  his  own  defense.  Carefully 
and  at  length,  he  established  his 
credentials:  pediatric  hematology, 
foremost  “exchange  transfusion- 
ist,”  research  into  blood  diseases 
in  Uganda  and  Thailand,  psychia¬ 
try,  a  published  study  on  mastur¬ 
bation,  etc. 

On  a  special  Saturday  session, 
Dr.  Wardell  Pomeroy  and  Dr. 
Webster  took  the  stand.  Pome¬ 
roy,  co-author  with  Alfred  Kinsey 
of  the  two  standard  works  on  sex¬ 
ual  behavior,  testified  about  the 
risks  and  hazards  involved  in  un¬ 
dertaking  research  in  this  area. 
Pomeroy  also  established  that  the 
kind  of  work  Dr.  Allen  said  he 
was  doing  —  interviewing  male 
hustlers  at  Peluso’s  —  was  both 
legitimate  and  much-needed. 

Dr.  Webster,  a  plastic  surgeon, 
had  physically  examined  the  de¬ 
fendant  and  testified  that  Dr. 
Allen  neither  had  a  tattoo  on  his 
person  (as  Gary  had  told  detec¬ 
tives)  nor  had  he  ever  had  one. 
The  black  mole  on  Allen’s  cock 
was  revealed  here  (to  be  made 
much  of  during  O’Donnell’s  clos¬ 
ing  argument). 

On  cross-examination,  Allen 
said  he  never  threatened  Clarridge 
but  admitted  telling  him:  “You 
ought  to  spend  the  rest  of  your  life 
in  jail.”  The  source  of  Allen’s 
anger  wasn’t  clear  in  court:  upset 
over  Clarridge’s  acts  with  boys  or 
his  singing  for  the  D.  A.  to  save  his 
own  skin. 

The  defense  rested.  Ford  ad¬ 
mits:  “The  nature  of  this  litiga¬ 


tion  is  difficult  to  try.”  It  certain¬ 
ly  was  forhim.pouringover  his  law 
books,  worried  about  any  convic¬ 
tion  out  of  his  Courtroom  being 
overturned  on  appeal  (as  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  Commonwealth  v.  Wel¬ 
come,  a  precedent  that  weighed 
heavily  in  this  trial).  Ford  played  it 
very  close  to  the  vest,  probably 
providing  grounds  for  an  appeal. 

Closing  Arguments 

O’Donnell  thanks  the  jurors  for 
their  patience  and  open-minded¬ 
ness.  And  he  said:  “We  should 
thank  the  people  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  Every  guy  gets  his  day  in 
Court”!  A  grim  prophecy.  He 
then  set  out  to  discredit  all  the 
prosecution  witnesses.  They  were 
unbelievable,  he  argued,  because 
they  were  perverts  (Peluso  and 
Clarridge)  and  because  Peluso 
Had  Programmed  The  Boys 
(Frankie  and  Gary).  What  follows 
are  highlights  from  O’Donnell’s 
closing: 

“If  you  believe  Peluso,  you 
have  to  believe  Charles  Manson 
.  .  .  pollution-personified  of  de¬ 
generacy  .  .  .  spent  his  whole  life 
interfering  with  the  Creation  .  .  . 
Mr.  Pollution,  Mr.  Degenerate 
.  .  .  programming  and  changing 
identities  of  young  human  beings, 
turned  them  inside  out  to  go 
/against  the  Act  of  Creation,  in¬ 
doctrinated  these  young  people 
like  animals  in  a  circus.  If  you 
vote  to  free  Peluso  [jurors  did  not 
have  this  option]  there  isn’t  a  boy 
in  this  Commonwealth  who  is 
safe,  or  in  New  York,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  or  Connecticut.  Peluso 
knows  a  lot  about  life  sentences. 
He  gives  life  sentences  to  Gary,  to 
Frankie  .  .  .  That’s  a  monster!  He 
challenges  the  Creator!  He’s  got 


to  be  stoppedl  Shouldn’t  someone 
concern  himself  with  how  to  get  a 
monster  like  this?  That  was  the 
high  purpose  of  the  defendant. 
There  are  diabolical,  satanic 
people  like  Peluso  who  train 
people  like  animals”  —  and, 
here’s  my  favorite  —  “They  func¬ 
tion  only  with  their  glands !” 

Histrionics  over,  O’Donnell  at¬ 
tacked  the  lack  of  specificity  in  the 
timing  in  the  indictments,  Gary’s 
poor  memory  (he  insisted  Gary 
would  have  remembered  that  big 
black  mole  if  they  had  69’ed),  the 
motives  for  Peluso  and  Clarridge 
to  lie  and  cover-up.  He  defended 
the  virtue  of  his  client’s  reputa¬ 
tion.  By  the  time  he  delivered  the 
line  about  Allen  being  a  hetero¬ 
sexual  and  a  “daddy,”  he  was 
literally  jumping  up  and  down.  It 
was  a  command  performance. 
The  jurors  were  transfixed.  Even 
Judge  Ford  was  kept  awake;  he 
called  a  recess. 

Peisch  played  counterpoint  to 
O’Donnell.  He  was  soft-spoken, 
direct,  and  “rational.” 

“You  have  no  choice  but  to 
find  that  man  guilty.  We’ve 
proved  that  beyond  all  doubt.” 
He  too  deplored  the  activities  of 
Peluso  and  others  but  asked  that 
the  state’s  witnesses  be  believed. 
“Peluso’s  tale  violates  the  sensi¬ 
bilities  of  any  decent  citizen  .  .  . 
those  unthinkable  activities  at 
Mountain  Avenue”  —  which  he 
had  lavishly  detailed  the  past  four 
weeks,  with  photos.  Gary  “parti¬ 
cipated  in  some  of  the  most 
loathesome  activities  imagin¬ 
able.”  As  for  Frankie,  his  ad¬ 
mitted  perjury  was  transformed 
by  Peisch  into  nob’e  action  for 
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By  Mike  Riegle 


‘‘You  do  what  you  can,  quick-like,  mostly  in  p arks  and  public  johns, 
and  then  leave,  maybe  without  even  saying  " Ciao .  ”  And  I  don’t  think  it’s 
any  different  in  the  bars.  You  pass  the  evening  looking,  searching,  putting 
on  your  own  little  show,  all  the  same  womout  shit  that  goes  on  in  hetero 
bars.  And  your  chances  of  making  it  are  a  lot  less  if  you’re  not  young  or 
handsome  or  have  a  car .  .  .  It’s  a  ghetto,  like  the,\vhole  city  in  a  way  is  a 
group  of  ghettoes.  .  .  .  Here  in  the  North  they  seem  to  be  more  tolerant, 
but  you  know  what  that  means:  ‘‘Do  what  you  like  in  the  bars,  the  parks, 
but  keep  it  in  your  own  ghetto.  ” 

Anonymous  interview,  EUROPA,  Dec.  1978 


Italians,  in  a  much  more  powerful  way  than  Americans,  feel  the 
weight  of  the  past.  They  are  crowded  by  monuments  and  cathedrals,  not 
to  mention  the  pope  himself,  and  subjected  to  years  of  Latin  and  Creek 
in  school.  Only  with  the  youngest  generation  has  some  of  this  traditional 
culture  begun  to  give  way  to  its  opposite;  that  is,  being  new  (typified  by 
the  “at-least-it’s-different”  attitude)  is  beginning  to  take  the  place  of 
being  old  (“tried  and  true”)  as  a  source  of  value.  In  contrast,  it’s 
probably  hard  for  most  Americans  to  imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to 
accept  an  idea  just  because  it  “has  always  been  that  way”  rather  than 
because  it  is  “the  latest  thing.” 

I’d  like  to  suggest  in  what  follows  that  some  of  the  traditional  (e.g. 
Roman)  ways  of  dealing  with  social  “problems”  or  movements  for 
change  still  operate  both  in  Italy  and  in  the  “modern”  world  generally,  in 
spite  of  the  so-called  “liberal  and  tolerant”  mentality  of  our  “advanced” 
industrialized  society. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Italy  tend  to  fall  into  one  of  two  categories. 
Either  they’re  very  closeted  (the  great  majority)  and  don’t  even  go  to  the 
few  gay  bars  that  exist,  or  else  they’re  very  ‘out’  and  political,  seeing  gay 
liberation  as  inseparable  from  larger  problems  of  how  the  economy  is 
structured  and  how  political  power  is  distributed. 

The  three  letters  that  follow  were  printed  in  Italian  gay  and  lefty 
newspapers  while  I  was  living  there  (during  the  last  three  years).  I  chose 
them  for  the  similarities  they  reveal  between  Italy  and  the  U.S.  rather 
than  for  the  differences.  The  differences  are  there,  and  they’re 
interesting,  but  much  more  complicated  to  describe,  because  Italian  social 
attitudes  and  behavior  are  so  different  from  ours  (though  the  difference  is 
quickly  disappearing  in  the  international  homogenization  process  now 
taking  place). 

As  I  see  them,  the  letters  reflect  three  problems  which  are  closely 
related  to  each  other:  oppressing  yourself,  selling  yourself  out,  and 
flaunting  yourself.  The  first  is  about  the  encounter  of  two  Italian  gay 
men,  one  of  whom  is  very  much  out, the  other  still  closeted.  It  was  written 
to  Lotta  Continua  (Continual  Struggle),  an  Italian  communist  newspaper 
(not  the  so-called  communism  of  the  Italian  Communist  Party,  but  rather 
that  of  a  more  open,  less  doctrinaire,  group  trying  to  develop  a  flexible 
view  of  what  communism  might  become). 


A  thousand  and  one  faces 

Dear  LC, 

I  was  just  walking  along  alone  under  the  rain  the  other  night  after 
having  seen  one  of  Pasolini’s  films,  just  sort  of  fag-wandering  without 
any  real  goal  along  those  poetic  tracks  and  corridors  of  the  Rome  Railway 
Terminals.  The  rain  was  getting  heavier  and  heavier,  making  my  loneli¬ 
ness  even  more  penetrating,  when  all  of  a  sudden  I  noticed  a  strange 
animal  that  I’d  thought  was  practically  extinct. 

“Ya  gotta  cigarette?”  he  asks  me,  and  I,  after  recovering  from  this 
intrusion  of  the  real  world  into  my  dreams,  manage  to  get  out  a  chilly, 
“Sure,  but  without  filter.” 

I  can't  resist  getting  into  my  thing  about  repression  and  self-oppres¬ 
sion  and  how  both  of  us,  each  in  his  own  way.  have  ended  up  on  the  same 
path,  corrupted  by  a  couple  of  die-hard  neo-capitalist  myths:  he  by  his 
“need"  for  pocket  money  and  I  by  my  dependence  on  ray  family.  He’s 
upset  a  little  by  all  this  heavy  talk.  He  nods  his  handsome  young  head 
(will  they  put  me  away  for  corruption  of  minors?)  and  explains  to  me  that 
(‘I  only  go  with  queers  for  money.  .  .’)  Naturally!  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  moves  a  little  closer  and  puts  my  hand  where  I  can  feel  his 
superb  virility,  the  symbol  of  so  much  evil  in  the  eyes  of  my  feminist 
sister.  Surprised  by  ail  this  contradictory  behavior,  I  once  again  abandon 
myself  to  pleasure.  A  quickie  under  the  rain  while  the  trains  come  and  go 
can  be  particularly  exciting  given  the  risks  that  always  lie  in  wait  here  at 
the  station  (cops,queer  bashers,  fascist  bands  out  hunting  for  commies, 
etc.). 

When  it’s  over,  he  leaves  me  alone  to  my  wandering,  repeating  once 
again  (to  convince  himself?),  “Look,  I  just  did  this  with  you  cause  you 
been  nice  to  me  with  the  cigarette  and  all.  Usually  I  just  do  it  for  money.  I 
sure  as  hell  ain’t  queer.” 

“I  ain't  queer  either,”  I  answer,  “1  just  do  it  for  pleasure  and  maybe 
love.” 

And  now  that  I’ve  returned  to  my  room,  a  phrase  from  Pasolini  s 
film  keeps  running  through  my  mind,  “The  truth  is  never  wholly 
contained  in  a  single  dream,  but  in  many,  many  dreams. 

Marco/a  (Mark/Marsha) 


Self-oppression,  like  that  which  comes  from  others,  is  mostly  a 
matter  of  limiting  the  number  of  our  dreams  and  thereby  the  quality  of 
our  truths.  Dreams  of  what  we  might  try  in  the  present  and  of  what  we 
could  become  are  reduced  to  an  impoverished  set  of  “either/or 
situations  (macho-fem,  child-adult,  normal-abnormal,  straight-gay). 
These  divisions  prevent  us  from  discovering  our  real  differences  from, 
and  similarities  to,  other  people. 


Letters  From  Italy 


One  of  the  differences  between  Marco/a  and  the  young  man  in  the 
station  is  how  they  relate  their  queerness  to  the  rest  of  their  life.  For 
Marco/a  everything  —  the  way  he’s  treated  by  his  family  and  those  with 
whom  he  works,  the  way  the  economy  operates,  even  the  way  he  sees 
himself  —  all  these  are  related  to  and  reinforce  each  other.  He’s  rejected 
the  individualist  attitude  of  people  who  think  their  “problem”  is 
independent  from  how  society  works.  He  understands  that  his  so-called 
“problem”  is  the  expression  of  a  conflict  between  himself  and  social 
norms. 

People  like  the  young  man  Marco/a  met  don’t  connect  their  con¬ 
demnation  as  “sick, ’’-“criminal,”  and  “sinful”  by  medical,  legal  and 
religious  institutions  with  these  institutions’  part  in  the  political  and 
economic  system.  This  is  the  origin  of  the  “nothing-can-be-done 
disease”that  Paul  Goodman  talks  about.  Our  isolation  from  each  other 
reinforces  it  and  lets  us  avoid  facing  the  contradiction,  for  example,  in 
having  friends  who  “don’t  know  about  you.” 

In  this  way  we  are  led  —  or  we  lead  ourselves  —  to  believe  that 
there’s  no  reason  for  our  getting  together  and  helping  one  another  out. 
Even  on  the  left  the  political  rhetoric  often  divides  the  “political”  or 
“public”  from  the  “personal”  or  “private”  by  saying  that  first  we  take 
care  of  the  “revolution,”  and  then  liberation  (of  women,  gays,  blacks, 
the  old,  the  very  young,  etc.)  will  follow. 


this,  wefe  they?  No,  no.  A  few  years  ago  they  were  just  like  us  in  Italy. 
Then,  since  the  desired  object  of  pretty  much  everybody  is  male,  maybe  a 
truck  driver,  they  started  impersonating  this  image. 

In  fact,  the  second  evening  in  town  I  dived  in  and  went  to  a  place 
called  “Man’s  Country.  I  felt  like  I  was  dreaming,  one  floor  after 
another,  saunas,  little  rooms  with  beds,  gym,  little  rooms  with  beds,  TV 

room,  little  rooms  with  beds . .  truck  stop!  On  the  8th  floor!  Yep, 

there’s  a  truck  in  the  middle  and  a  lot  of  gasoline  barrels  strewn  around 
the  room  and  there’s  a  big  mattress  inside  the  truck  with  a  lot  of  little 
mattresses  behind  the  barrels.  It  doesn’t  take  a  whole  lot  of  imagination 
to  believe  you’re  getting  it  on  with  a  truck  driver,  or  that  you  are  one, 
whichever  strikes  your  fancy.  I  ran  into  one  of  these  pseudo-super-macho 
types  while  I  was  there  and  was  all  ready  to  climb  into  the  truck  when  he 
objected  and  led  me  off  to  his  little  room.  A  jovial  type.  ‘What  a  nice 
little  Italian  ass  you  have!  And  what  a  fine  Italian  cock!  Wow,  you  really 
know  how  to  fuck!”  .  .  .  This  one  sure  does  talk  a  lot!  (So  did  many 
Americans  I  met.)  Afterwards  I  got  him  to  talk  about  himself:  a 
businessman,  32  years  old,  with  2  offices,  one  in  New  Jersey  and  one  in 
New  York,  earns  X  thousands  of  dollars,  has  2  cars,  etc.  I  was  astonished. 
First,  I’m  not  used  to  hearing  so  much  frank  talk  about  money  earned 
and  spent,  and  second,  I’d  never  met  an  openly  gay  businessman  and, 
what’s  more,  one  who  maintained  with  such  tranquility  the  values  of  his 


Banners  in  gay  demonstration.  (Rhyme  and  rhythm  of  the  Italian  are  lost 
in  translation.)  “The  anal  route  against  capital,”  “Hard  fight  against 
nature,”  “We  are  beautiful,  we  are  everywhere,”  “More  deviance  and 
less  pregnancy.” 
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Another  face  of  self-oppression  is  the  selling  out  that  comes  from 
giving  up  the  exploration  of  your  potential,  sexual  or  otherwise,  in  return 
for  the  comfort  of  gaining  approval,  or  at  least  of  not  being  openly 
rejected.  The  Romans  did  it  with  “bread  and  circuses”  which  kept  the 
outsiders  of  the  society  from  any  really  dangerous  anger,  anger  that  might 
have  led  them  to  get  together  and  organize  something.  Modern,  liberal 
society  provides  tolerance  and  approval,  while  basically  remaining  what  it 
is,  profit-centered  and  wasteful.  It  can  afford  minor  variations:  even 
queers  are  gradually  becoming  more  acceptable  as  they  spend  more 
money.  How  “gay  is  good”  for  business  is  seen  in  the  next  letter. 

Man’s  Country 

The  following  journal/letter  was  printed  in  Lambda  the  Italian 
version  of  Fag  Rag  and  illustrates  the  amazement  and  mixed  feelings  of 
an  Italian  faggot  while  visiting  New  York’s  gay  ghetto  scene.  Keep  in 
mind  that  both  economically  and  socially  Italy  is  less  ‘advanced’  than 
America.  It  is  only  now  achieving  the  affluence  that  permits  most  people 
to  have  TVs,  cars,  etc.;  a  period  comparable  to  the  U.S.  during  the  ’50s. 


Dear  Friends, 

If  you  think  the  capital  of  homosexuality  is  Rome,  you  re  crazy.  I 
live  there  and  it’s  nothing  to  brag  about.  So  I  decided  to  take  a  trip  to 
New  York.  My  not  having  any  money  just  meant  I  had  to  travel  light. 

As  soon  as  I  arrived  I  went  to  visit  a  friend  in  the  Village  and  was  a 
little  puzzled  at  not  seeing  any  gays.  All  the  statistics  say  there  are  between 
IVj  and  2  million  here  and  I  saw  hardly  any.  My  friend  explained.  All 
those  guys  with  short  hair,  black  leather  jackets,  levis  and  boots  that 
weigh  half  a  kilo,  with  deep,  masculine  voices  and  careful  gestures  — 
well,  those  are  the  queers.  It’s  not  possible!  There’s  been  an  ‘anthro¬ 
pological  mutation’  (as  Pasolini  would  put  it).  They  weren’t  always  like 


economic  class.  Apparently  his  homosexuality  hadn’t  made  any  dents  in 
his  lifestyle  at  all. 

A  few  days  later,  however,  I  met  a  taxi  driver  who’s  active  in  the  ‘gay 
socialists'  and  for  one  reason  and  another  found  myself  liking  him  quite  a 
lot.  Unfortunately  he  had  to  leave  for  Boston  in  a  couple  of  hours  so  we 
went  to  some  greasy  donut  shop  (a  sort  of  snack  bar)  near  Times  Square 
where  the  lostest  of  the  lost  hang  out  and  we  talked  about  being  gay,  and 
politics,  and  men  and  women,  and  the  ‘movement.’  And  we  looked  each 
other  in  the  eyes,  not  caring  whether  anyone  noticed,  and  then  he  had  to 
go.  .  . 

This  umbilical  cord  of  the  capitalist  world  offers  everything  you 
could  (un)reasonably  ask  for.  Manhattan  alone  has  about  80  gay  bars. 
There’s  one,  for  example,  just  for  black  lesbians,  and  there  are  those  for 
macho  gays  and  oriental  gays,  and  old  gays  .  .  .  You  name  it.  But  there’s 
a  striking  similarity  in  most  of  them,  like  the  similarity  in  most  New  York 
gays. 

Only  a  small  minority  of  American  homosexuals  are  politically 
active,  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word,  at  all .  One  day  I  went  over  to 
talk  with  the  Press  Secretary  of  the  NGTF  (one  of  America’s  largest  gay 
organizations)  and  was  astonished  to  find  that  their  politics  are  incredibly 
conservative.  They  even  denied  that  there  are  any  political/economic 
structural  causes  in  the  oppression  of  homosexuals,  maintaining  instead 
that  it’s  simply  a  question  of  cultural  attitude  and  legislative  change. 

This  political  emptiness  in  America  was  almost  a  relief  to  me  for  the 
first  few  days  of  my  visit,  during  which  1  became  aware  of  how  much  time 
we  Italians  spend  in  political  activity,  sometimes  to  the  exclusion  of  our 
own  personal  development.  After  the  first  week,  though,  I  started  getting 
nervous.  You  wouldn’t  believe  how  many  totally  inactive  homosexuals 
there  are  in  New  York  alone.  A  little  naively  I  had  thought  that  being  gay 
meant  that  you  were  at  least  somewhere  on  the  left,  and  a  dropout  maybe, 
or  a  teacher  or  taxi  driver  at  most,  or  Unoccupied  and  just  making  do  .  .  . 
New  York  took  care  of  that  myth. 


Now  that  it’s  all  over,  I  feel  I’ve  learned  two  things  mainly.  The  first 
is  that  New  York  offers  about  all  the  opportunities  you  could  ask  for  as 
an  individual.  This  isn’t  all  that’s  needed  for  an  effective  social  liberation, 
but  where  is  our  project  of  social  liberation?  China?  Cuba?  Italy?  So,  in 
the  end,  I  like  New  York,  at  least  for  what  it  has. 

Second,  I’ve  found  that  I  don’t  much  like  a  lot  of  the  people  in  the 
‘gay  community’  some  because  they’re  totally  indifferent  (or  pretend  to 
be)  to  anything  outside  their  fairly  immediate  individual  interest,  others 
(especially  in  Italy)  because  they’re  so  ‘political’  in  the  narrow  sense  of 
that  word  that  they  ignore  their  own  personal  development,  so  that  there 
is  an  incredible  gap  between  their  ideas  and  their  everyday  behavior. 
Anybody  who  says  it’s  all  very  simple  is  just  wrong! 

Giovanni 


Less  and  less  queer 

Panorama,  an  Italian  Time- like  news  magazine,  recently  did  an 
article  on  ‘Italian  Gay  Life’  subtitled  ‘Less  and  less  different’.  (Italian 
journalism’s  word  for  homsexuals  is  ‘i  diversi’,  ‘the  different  (ones)’). 
Gays,  they  said,  are  being  more  and  more  ‘integrated’,  since  their 
‘difference’  is  actually  not  dangerous  and  most  of  them  are  ‘recuperable’ 
(i.e.,  they’ll  fit  right  in  just  like  everyone  else).  Panorama,  of  course 
didn’t  explore  the  question  of  whether  it’s  the  queers  who  should  become 
less  queer,  or  the  straights  who  should  become  more  queer,  before  they’re 
completely  absorbed  into  an  extremely,  if  subtly,  homogeneous  society 
that  doesn’t  tolerate,  even  on  the  part  of  its  ‘normals’,  more  than  an 
innocuous  “alternative  lifestyle.” 


The  Right  to  Irritate 

“When  two  straight  people  walk  down  the  street  holding  hands,  it’s 
considered  “showing  affection”;  when  two  gays  or  lesbians  do  it,  it’s 
called  “flaunting". 

Robin  Tyler,  Sept.  1  Rally,  Boston 


This  homogenizing  of  all  that  moves  and  threatens  the  comfort  of 
the  status  quo  (except  for  minor  variations)  is  the  main  target  of  the  last 
letter.  An  article  appeared  in  Quotidiano  dei  Lavoratori  (Workers’  Daily) 
criticizing  the  trip  that  an  Italian  gay  activist  had  made  to  Russia  in  order 
to  protest  the  jailing  of  a  Russian  movie  director  on  charges  of 
homosexuality.  The  following  day  the  paper  explained  that  actually  the 
article  was  a  reprint  from  a  Soviet  newspaper  and  had  been  printed  in 
order  to  show  how  reactionary  certain  Soviet  social  policies  are,  but  that 
the  typesetter  had  neglected  to  set  the  introductory  statement  of  the 
paper’s  editors  explaining  all  this.  The  following  letter, sent  off  before  the 
explanation  of  the  error  appeared  ,was  published  some  days  later  by  the 
Daily. 


Dear  QdL, 

I  was  very  upset  by  your  editorial  on  Pezzana’s  trip  to  Moscow  to 
protest  the  treatment  of  homosexuals  in  the  Soviet  Union;  upset  to  be 
reminded  that  we  still  haven’t  managed  to  bridge  the  gap  in  our  lives 
between  our  “liberated”  political  ideals  and  our  oppressive  (sometimes) 
personal  actions;  upset  that  you  who  were  there  in  Bologna,  shouting 
with  me  for  our  right  to  take  control  of  our  own  bodies  and  lives,  and  in 
Florence  challenging  the  oppression  of  the  southerners  and  women  in  our 
society,  you  who  are,  and  ought  to  be,  up  front  in  the  fight  to  destroy  the 
wall  that  separates  the  “normals”  of  this  society  from  those  who  are 
“different”,  you  define  homosexuality  as  “sexual  perversion”  and  as 
“corrupt”  and  “decadent”.  This  pisses  me  off  and  makes  me  think  that 
all  this  talk  about  the  revolution  isn’t  making  much  difference  in  our 
everyday  lives. 

I’m  not  a  lesbian,  but  I  have  among  gay  men  and  lesbians  some  of 
my  closest  friends.  The  problems  they  have  in  living  together  and  working 
out  their  own  sexualities  are  like  mine,  only  sharper  and  more  painful 
because  our  society  prohibits  them  from  exploring  their  sexuality, 
whether  by  condemning  them  or  by  “tolerating”  them  to  a  degree,  but 
not  in  any  case  accepting  them. 

You  don’t  have  to  launch  into  one  of  those  discourses  about  how  the 
Soviet  Union  has  more  serious  problems  than  that  the  people  can’t  make 
love  any  way  they  like,  and  about  how  a  serious  analysis  of  the  Soviet 
reality  should  be  made  along  the  lines  of  ‘the  betrayed  revolution’  with  its 
burdensome  bureaucracy  and  its  people  who  are  basically  impotent  in 
decisions  about  the  direction  of  the  economy,  the  foreign  policy,  etc.  I’m 
well  aware  the  Soviet  imperialism  Is  just  as  real  as  American  imperialism, 
and  so  on  and  so  forth.  And  I  know  that  exploits  like  Pezzana’s  Iwho  had 
returned  to  Italy  and  pnblicaily  criticized  the  Soviet  Union,  thus  giving 
conservative  Italians  a  chance  to  say  “I  told  you  so!”  to  Italian 
communists  who  are  having  some  trouble  cutting  the  cord  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  Trans,  note]  just  serve  as  fuel  for  right-wing  anti-communism. 

But  let’s  start  from  that  fact  that  he’s  a  homosexual  and  that  the 
aspect  of  social  repression  that  touches  him  most  as  a  person  is  sexual 
repression.  Maybe  he  did  protest  in  a  clumsy  sort  of  way,  responding  to  a 
tragic  situation  in  what  might  seem  a  circus-like  fashion.  But  at  least  he 
did  it  out  of  his  own  being  and  personal  experience,  not  just  mimicking 
some  party  line  that  had  little  direct  relation  to  his  private  life.  Just  as  we 
women  who  have  felt  our  sexuality  offended  in  the  treatment  of  radical 
women  in  jails  and  asylums  have  said  so  in  the  most  outrageous  and 
“irritating”  ways  we  could  devise.  (Just  let  our  male  comrades  try  and 
point  a  finger  at  us  and  accuse  us  of  “incorrect  political  behavior’!”) 

And  just  what  are  you  trying  to  say  with  that  headline:  ‘But  does 
being  different  have  to  mean  being  ostentatious?’  This  smacks  of  liberal 
tolerance:  do  what  you  like  but  don’t  bother  me  with  it.  There’ve  been 
times  when  we  women  have  had  to  bring  our  situation  to  the  public  eye  by 


“Faggot,  queen,  abnormal,  ass-fucker,  invert,  queer,  unhealthy;  so  many 
different  ways  to  say  ‘I  love  you’.”  Poster  distributed  by  the  Sexual 
Liberation  Collective  of  the  Proletarian  Democracy  Party. 


dressing  as  witches  and  dancing  in  the  streets,  torches  lighted  and  singing 
provocative  songs,  precisely  because  we  wanted  to  ‘bother’  the  current 
morality  and  ‘taste’,  whether  it  be  bourgeois  or  marxist.  Which  doesn't 
mean  that  I  personally  prefer  this  form  of  resistance  to  that  which  1 
engage  in  in  my  trade  union,  political  party  or  collective.  Descending  into 
the  streets  to  raise  a  little  hell  costs  me  a  lot  of  effort  when  I  do  it,  but  it’s 
a  liberating  and  stimulating  effort  and  so  a  positive  thing  all  told.  1  don’t 
see  why  it  should  be  any  different  for  homosexuals. 

Let’s  be  careful,  friends,  not  to  let  slip  back  in  the  window  what  we 
kicked  out  the  door  with  so  much  ado,  namely,  ‘conformity’  and 
‘decency’  (i.e.  self-assurance)  that  come  from  having  and  following  a 
party  line,  whether  it  be  that  of  the  Catholic  church  or  that  of  the  Italian 
Communist  Party. 

Let’s  remember  that  what  we’re  fighting  for  is  a  world  in  which 
women  will  no  longer  have  to  ‘irritate’  people  in  order  to  call  attention  to 
their  situation,  nor  homosexuals  to  be  ‘ostentatious’  in  the  streets,  nor 
workers  to  occupy  their  factories  in  order  to  get  good  working  conditions, 
nor  young  people  to  turn  to  violence  in  order  to  assert  their  right  to  live 
and  love  and  become  themselves  (both  as  individuals  and  together)  as 
they  choose. 

The  Struggle  Goes  On, 
Benedetta 


Good  Gays  and  Bad 

One  of  the  most  exciting  on-going  debates  in  Lambda  is  about  the 
way  in  which  liberation  movements,  which  set  out  to  make  important 
changes  in  our  attitudes  and  behavior,  can  be  gradually  and  very  subtly 
co-opted.  The  press,  for  example,  often  divides  us  into  upfront 
“peripheral”  fags  and  the  “respectable  homosexuals”  who  are 
“practically  like  regular  people.” 

An  important  difference  between  these  two  images  or  stereotypes  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  (upfront  or  closeted)  involves  the  distinction  that 
feminists  have  questioned  between  the  “private/personal”  part  of  life 
and  the  “public/ political”  part.  Kate  Millet  had  only  to  create  the  phrase 
“sexual  politics”  to  make  evident  the  fragility  of  this  distinction.  The 
sexual  is  obviously  as  “political”  as  anything  else,  in  the  sense  that  it 
expresses  power  relations  as  clearly  as  any  election  or  political  demonstra¬ 
tion.  And  perhaps  most  important  of  all,  the  so-called  “private”,  the 
stuff  that  everyday  life  is  made  of,  is  where  we  use  most  of  our  energy. 
It’s  terribly  important  for  the  status  quo  that  we  divide  our  personal  lives 
and  energies  from  the  energy  and  power  we  give  together,  in  a  more  or 
less  organized  way,  to  our  community.  If  this  personal  energy  ever  spilled 
over  into  the  political/social  arena,  if  the  vision/“dream”  of  Marco/a 
and  Giovanni  and  Benedetta  were  everybody’s  vision,  if  we  all 
understood  how  much  some  of  our  most  intimate  feelings  and  problems 
were  expressions  of  political/social  relations  in  the  society  at  large,  the 
energy  available  for  social  change  would  be  tremendous.  Then,  talk  of 
“rights”  legislation  without  real,  basic  social  change  (liberation, 
“revolution”)  would  be  too  pale  for  even  the  most  apathetic  among  us. 

Unfortunately  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  so  desperate  for  any 
sign  of  approval  that,  little  by  little  as  they  get  their  comfortable  comers 
in  this  society,  they  forget  not  only  their  larger  dreams  for  the  future  but 
also  the  oppression  of  their  less  “fortunate”  sisters  and  brothers  in  the 
world  as  it  is. 

Today,  the  reaction  against  anything  that  “irritates”  as  Benedetta 
put  it,  or  that’s  not  just  “more  of  the  same”  like  so  many  of  the  gays 
Giovanni  met  in  New  York,  or  that  suggests  there  are  many  dreams/ 
truths,  not  just  one  —  the  reaction  against  these  is  not  so  different  from 
what  it’s  always  been,  just  a  litle  more  subtle.  (Instead  of  telling  you 
what  you  must  look  like  in  so  many  words,  like  the  Fascists  did -in  Italy, 
they  simply  show  you  what  the  sexy  playboy /playgirl  looks  like,  or  how 
comfortable  the  family  with  TVs  and  cars  is).  Comfoit  is  offered  to 
those  who  are  “respectable”  when  something  much  more  difficult  and 
long-term  and  liberating  is  needed.  It’s  deathly  to  believe  you’ve  found 
liberation,  finally,  when  all  you’ve  really  found  is  approval. 
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GCN’s  Annual  Bouquets  and  Brickbats 


GCN  has  chosen  this  method  to 
acknowledge  individuals  or 
groups  within  or  outside  the  gay 
community  who,  through  their 
tireless  or  tired  efforts,  have  be¬ 
come  worthy  of  the  community’s 
notice. 

THE  RASPUTIN  PIN  FOR 
PERSEVERANCE 
To  The  Body  Politic ,  which  has 
continued  to  serve  Canada’s  gay 
community,  despite  a  raid  by  the 
Toronto  police  at  the  end  of  last 
year. 


A  HUNDRED  FLOWERS 

To  voters  in  the  city  of  Seattle, 
who  voted  not  to  repeal  that  city’s 
gay  rights  ordinance,  and  to  the 
voters  of  the  state  of  California, 
who  voted  to  defeat  Proposition 
Six,  the  “Briggs  Initiative”  to 
prohibit  gay  school  workers. 


A  BOUQUET  AND  A 
BULLET-PROOF  VEST 

To  the  people  of  the  Boston/ 
Boise  Committee,  who  rose  from 
obscurity  to  become  the  com¬ 
munity’s  “hottest”  organization. 
Whether  you  agree  with  them  or 
not,  no  one  can  say  that  they’ve 
done  nothing  —  right,  Judge 
Bonin? 

THE  S.  I.  HAYAKAWA 
INTELLECTUAL  FREEDOM 
AWARD 

To  the  trustees  and  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
for  asking  the  Boston  Police  De¬ 
partment  to  eliminate  cruising 
from  the  BPL  (which  they  did, 
after  105  arrests  in  March)^  and 
then  for  agreeing  —  only  when 
threatened  by  a  federal  court  suit 
—  to  the  use  of  the  BPL  lecture 
hall  for  showing  a  film  by  the  Gay 
Speakers  Bureau. 


THE  HAROLD  STASSEN 
VOTING  BOOTH  AWARD 

To  those  aspiring  politicians 
whose  hopes  of  getting  in  —  or 
staying  in  —  the  political  arena 
were  thwarted  by  the  voters  in 
1978: 

Outgoing  New  Hampshire  Gov¬ 
ernor  Meldrim  Thomson,  who 
once  threatened  to  withhold  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire  if  their  Gay  Student 
Organization  remained  on 
campus. 

Howard  Phillips,  who  is  per¬ 
haps  best  remembered  as  the  man 
who  mobilized  the  Boston  gay 


community  as  no  one  else  had  — 
when  he  brought  Anita  Bryant  to 
Boston  on  Sept.  1 . 

Outgoing  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis,  who  will  now  have 
plenty  of  time  to  catch  up  on  some 
of  the  Dale  Carnegie  books  he 
should  have  read  years  ago. 

Outgoing  Rep.  Elaine  Noble, 
who  will  certainly  find  a  new 
bandwagon  to  hop  onto  in  1979 
(after  hopping  on  Ed  King’s). 

Outgoing  Rep.  Frank  Hatch, 
who  went  down  to  defeat  in  No¬ 
vember  as  “the  pick  of  the  weak” 
in  the  governor’s  contest. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

— Andy  Graham,  a  dedicated 
contributor  to  the  welfare  of  the 
gay  community. 

— Mayor  George  Moscone  of 
San  Francisco,  a  model  of  what  a 
mayor  should  be. 

— S.F.  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk, 
the  first  openly  gay  man  elected  to 
public  office  in  the  United  States, 
and  our  first  martyr. 


THE  GCN  SPECIAL  “OOH, 
AAH,  ICKY-POO,  NASTY, 

TSK,  TSK”  AWARD 
To  the  Rev.  Ron  Adrian  of 
Wichita.  Fresh  from  his  victory 
repealing  the  Wichita  gay  rights 
ordinance,  Adrian  has  now  set  his 
sights  on  a  new  target  —  banning 
Peter  Pan  from  Kansas  television. 


THE  BIEBER  MEMORIAL 
“AND  YOU  THINK  WE’RE 
SICK”  AWARD 

To  Oklahoma  Gov.  David 
Boren,  who  found  it  necessary  to 
put  his  hand  to  a  Bible  and  take  to 
the  airwaves  to  announce  that  he 
is  not  a  homosexual  —  and  don’t 
you  forget  it. 

THE  LOEB  SILVER  BLUDGEON 

To  WEE  I  reporter  Lynn 
Vaughn,  whose  coverage  of  the 
so-called  “Revere  cases”  and  the 
Bonin  trial  —  laced  as  it  was  with 
references  to  “child  molesters” 
and  “child  pornography”  —  did 
more  harm  to  the  gay  community 
than  anything  that  ever  came  up 
from  Florida. 


THE  HALDEMAN-ERLICHMAN 
GOOD  GOVERNMENT  AWARD 

To  the  Massachusetts  Legisla¬ 
ture,  which  failed,  for  the  sixth 
consecutive  year,  to  pass  a  gay 
rights  bill,  but  took  less  than  a 
week  to  pass  a  resolution  remov¬ 
ing  Chief  Justice  Robert  Bonin 
from  office  for  attending  a  gay 
fundraiser. 


Join  us  in  a  Toast! 


252  BOYLSTON  ST. 


ABSOLUTELY 

PURE 

BOSTON  EAGLE  SPORTERS 

88  QUEENSBERRY  ST.  228  CAMBRIDGE  ST. 


THE  GCN  ANNUAL  “SOME 
OF  OUR  BEST  FRIENDS 
ARE  STRAIGHT” 

To  State  Reps.  Barney  Frank 
and  Mel  King,  who  have  consist¬ 
ently  been  on  the  side  of  the  gay 
community  during  all  of  1978. 

A  BELOW  THE  BELT 
RAGWEED  BOUQUET 

To _ (This  award  will  be 

held  until  we  find  out  who  broke 
into  the  GCN  office  on  Sept.  2.) 


SO  LONG,  FAREWELL 

To  Bruce  Voeller,  ex- co-direct¬ 
or  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force. 

To  Joe  Martin,  ex-coordinator 
of  Massachusetts  Caucus  for  Gay 
Legislation. 

To  the  Charles  Street  Meeting¬ 
house,  original  home  of  GCN  and 
Boston’s  unofficial  gay  commun¬ 
ity  center. 


A  BIG  NOSEGAY 

To  Boston  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner  Joseph  Jordan,  who  sus¬ 
pended  three  of  his  officers  in 
connection  with  an  attack  on 
three  gay  youths. 


This  space  reserved  for  out¬ 
going  Suffolk  County  District  At¬ 
torney  Garrett  H.  Byrne,  who  is 
entitled  to  an  award  of  his  own. 
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D.A.  Garrett  Byrne;  the  “testi¬ 
mony  has  cost  Frank  his  Air  Force 
career  .  .  .  You  don’t  have  to  ap¬ 
prove  of  what  they  did,  their  life¬ 
style,  but  you  can  believe  them.” 

Peisch  attacked  Allen’s  hiding 
behind  his  credentials.  “Doctors 
benefit  from  social  approval.  To 
the  common  person,  they  benefit 
from  an  exalted  role.”  Dr.  Allen, 
Peisch  alleged,  was  using  “his 
white  coat  to  wriggle  out  of  his 
legal  problems.  He’s  done  you  a 
disservice.  He’s  not  to  be  be¬ 
lieved.”  Asst.  D.A.  Peisch  slipped 
into  his  own  ’40s  B-movie  script; 
referring  to  Allen’s  testimony  of 
how  he  had  seen  patients  bleed 
and  die  in  Uganda  and  Thailand, 
he  said:  “There  was  blood  all  over 
the  floor  of  242  Mountain  Ave., 
and  he  never  did  anything  to  heal 
these  people.”  As  to  his  WASPy 
Wellesley  background  and  swell 
family,  Peisch  said  that  in  Dr. 
Allen  we  saw  where  “the  murky 
world  of  Revere  combined  with 
the  bright  lights  of  Wellesley.”  It 
was  not  Peluso’s  fault  completely: 
“Such  an  operation  cannot  exist 
without  customers  like  that  man.” 
And  then,  like  George  Wallace 
(who  carried  Suffolk  County  in 
the  last  Presidential  primary), 
Peisch  asked  the  jurors  to  convict 
and  “send  them  a  message.” 

The  following  day,  Wednesday, 
20  December,  the  jurors  were  in¬ 
structed  by  the  Judge.  Four  of 
them  were  eliminated  from  the 
final  panel  of  twelve.  Both  men 
wound  up  on  the  jury.  The  predic¬ 
tions  of  the  Courthouse  Ghouls 
(whom  Tom  Peisch  told  me  were 
seldom  wrong)  were  mixed.  The 
older  reactionaries  were  certain  of 
a  swift  conviction.  The  brighter  of 
them  (who  tended  to  trickle  in  as 
the  case  progressed)  were  sure 
Allen’s  medical  credentials  would 
get  him  off. 

The  jury  apparently  suffered  a 
similar  split  in  opinion.  They  de¬ 
liberated  for  three  days.  The 
Judge,  eager  to  get  the  trial  done 
before  Christmas,  urged  them  on. 
They  sent  down  for  further  in¬ 
structions.  All  involved  were 
amazed.  A  rape  case  verdict  had 
never  taken  so  long.  O’Donnell 
moved  for  a  directed  verdict  of  a 
mistrial.  Ford  said  no.  The  jury 
finally  came  in  at  12:15  pm  on  Fri¬ 
day,  22  December,  and  reported 
guilty  verdicts  on  all  four  counts 
of  fellatio.  Some  jurors  cried. 
Judge  Ford  sentenced  Dr.  Allen  to 
5  years  probation  (he  could  have 
gotten  life  in  Bridgewater).  It  was 
assumed  that  this  sentence  is  a  sig¬ 
nal  to  those  16  men  still  awaiting 


trial  (most  of  them  accused  of 
having  sex  with  Frankie  or  Gary) 
to  plead  guilty  to  lesser  crimes  and 
they  too  will  get  probation.  This 
would  make  them  fast  felons  and 
save  the  state  the  time  and  money 
of  more  lengthy  trials.  In  January, 
Dr.  Allen  will  appear  before  a 
medical  review  board  to  show 
cause  why  he  should  not  lose  his 
license  to  practice  medicine.  He 
will  likely  lose  his  livelihood.  The 
irony  is  that  his  use  to  the  medical 
world  will  be  reduced  to  this: 
doing  research.  Meanwhile,  the 
study  he  still  maintains  that  took 
him  to  the  Peluso  apartment  is 
finished  and  awaits  a  publisher: 
“Male  Prostitution:  A  Psycho- 
Social  Study  1975-1977.”  The  all- 
Christian  jury  was  dismissed  to  go 
home  and  celebrate  the  birth  of 
their  savior.  “Justice”  had  once 
again  been  exacted  in  Massachu¬ 
setts. 

If  others  of  the  “Revere”  cases 
come  to  trial,  I  suspect  the  Allen 
precedent  will  demonstrate  to 
other  lawyers  the  inefficacy  of 
such  an  incredible  defense  strat¬ 
egy.  (At  any  rate,  they  can’t  all 
have  been  writing  papers  on  male 
prostitutes  —  if  that  were  the  case, 
Mr.  Peluso  should  not  be  in  jail 
but  should  be  receiving  federal 
grants  to  promote  research!) 

Terrible  as  has  been  the  price, 
one  hopes  a  future  defendant  —  if 
there  must  be  one  —  will  attack 
the  law  which  denies  the  right  to 
sexual  privacy  to  people  like 
Frankie  and  Gary  and  punishes 
those  adults  who  seek  their  com¬ 
pany.  Mr  O’Donnell’s  strategy 
demonstrated  that  a  course  of 
hypocrisy,  once  taken,  tends  to 
rebound  and  ends  up  so-  snaked 
upon  itself,  no  one  is  served  by  it 
—  except  the  state,  which  thrives 
on  the  manipulation  of  hypocrisy. 
That’s  one  game  they  always' win. 

The  only  upbeat  note  in  all  this 
is  that  the  Garrett  Byrne  Clique  — 
everyone  in  that  office  connected 
with  inventing  the  “Revere  Sex 
Ring”  —  has  been  swept  from  of¬ 
fice:  the  old  goat  himself,  Tom 
Dwyer,  Jack  Gaffney,  and  Tom 
Peisch.  Don’t  get  angry,  get  even; 
and  to  some  extent,  these  gents 
have  paid  for  their  overreaching. 

But  ours  is  a  town  of  clones. 
There  are  many  more  just  like 
them,  waiting  in  the  wings.  And 
with  the  personnel  changes  in  the 
District  Attorney’s  office,  we  can 
only  wait  with  stillness  and  fear  to 
see  what  new  creature  is  slouching 
to  the  bench,  ready  to  tilt  the 
scales  of  justice  in  our  unhappy 
Commonwealth. 
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Real  Life  Dramas 


Internal  Injury 
Double  Edge 
Clowns  of  the  Stars  and 
Moon 

Rhode  Island  Feminist  Theatre 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 


By  Marty  Kingsbury 

The  more  he  beats  me 
the  sicker  he  is. 

The  sicker  he  gets 
the  more  he  needs  me. 
The  more  he  needs  me 
The  more  I  love  him. 


Internal  Injury  is  a  play  that 
cries  out  about  the  abuse  and 
alienation  of  women  in  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  marriage.  “I  only  went 
across  the  street  to  visit  Joyce” 
says  Margaret  Hollis.  ‘‘I  didn’t 
think  you’d  be  home  so  soon.  We 
were  only  drinking  coffee.”  The 
hand  comes  across  her  face.  ‘‘It 
was  almsot  a  relief  the  first  time  he 
beat  me,”  they  chant.  “1  thought 
he’d  get  it  out  of  his  system.” 

The  women  of  this  play  come 
close  to  each  other.  Their  three 
houses  spill  into  each  other.  They 
can  almost  touch,  yet  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  speak.  One  woman, 
Josephine,  played  by  Sherilyn 
Brown,  tries  to  paint,  to  maintain 
what  little  autonomy  she  has  as  an 
individual  woman.  Another,  Mar¬ 
garet  Hollis,  played  by  Carol  Sul¬ 
livan,  folds  and  irons  the  wash 
throughout  the  play.  They  listen 
to  the  myth  again  and  again:  “He 
has  to  assert  his  authority,  dear.  I 
got  through  it.  You  can  get 
through  it  too.  Be  a  good  wife  for 
him.  Make  him  proud.” 

SaTheir  message  comes  through 
with  power.  Not  all  men  abuse 
their  wives.  Just  one  out  of  four. 

In RIFT’s  newest  production, 
Double  Edge,  which  consists  of 
two  one-act  plays,  we  see  the  more 
humorous  side  of  institutions. 
“Neither  Here  nor  There,”  the 
first  of  these,  takes  place  in  a 
lelinquent '  girls’  school.  Seven 
omen  play  out  their  fantasies  of 
iolence  and  power,  thus  exposing 
the  honesty  and  depth  of  their 
relationships.  In  conclusion,  they 
succumb  to  the  fact  that  they  are 
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Rhode  Island  Feminist  Theatre 


all,  in  fact,  powerless,  and  their 
freedom  lies  in  their  imaginations. 

For  example:  the  matron  enters. 
She  tells  a  story  of  how  she  was 
seduced  (raped?)  by  a  man  who 
roughly  resembles  Jesus,  lushly 
describing  her  enjoyment  and 
fear.  She  says  it  is  not  easy  to  be  a 
nun  and  asks  for  pity.  She  is  given 
it,  and  is  unveiled.  It  is  only  a 
game.  All  line  up  for  bed. 

Then,  a  “spidermime”  enters,  a 
centipede  of  excellent  mind  but  no 
power.  She  makes  wonderful 
comedy,  dishevelling,  among 
other  things,  the  “To  be  or  not  to 
be”  speech  of  Shakespeare.  Is  she 
dream  or  is  she  flesh?  She  exits 
quickly  and  suspended;  we  wait 
for  an  answer  in  the  second  act. 

“Passacalia”  does  not  give  us 
the  answer.  The  women  are  now 
old.  They  are  waiting  to  die,  and 
this  is  just  one  more  institution 


along  the  road.  Some  of  the  char¬ 
acters  are  strong.  Most  are  not. 
There  is  tension  in  this  polarity. 

The  two  plays  make  very  clear 
the  division  of  the  “haves”  and 
the  “have-nots”  and  sees  most  of 
us  as  belonging  in  the  latter  cate¬ 
gory.  Power  here  has  nothing  to 
do  with  knowledge  or  personal 
goodness.  It  has  only  to  do  with 
who  holds  the  whip.  Who  makes 
the  whip  snap,  the  sanity  snap. 

To  write  Internal  Injury,  RIFT 
visited  many  shelters  and  spoke  to 
many  battered  women.  The  inti¬ 
macy  and  power  that  experience 
gave  to  Internal  Injury  is  missing 
in  Double  Edge.  However, 
Double  Edge  is  a  new  play,  and 
RIFT  really  begins  to  develop 
their  plays  when  they  put  them  on 
stage.  They  are  depicting  the 
problems  of  living  in  a  culture 
where  institutions  alienate  us  from 
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each  other.  However,  in  aiming 
for  comedy  in  Double  Edge,  they 
have  missed  the  seriousness  of  this 
problem. 

The  third  play,  Clowns  of  the 
Stars  and  Moon,  is  a  show  for 
kids.  It  is  a  wonderful  fractured 
fairy  tale  of  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Several  Eleven  Dwarves.” 

One  of  their  additions  to  the 
original  story  is  a  magical  bush, 
appropriately  named  Bush,  played 
by  Barbara  Honey  and  Pat 
Mclnteer  on  lights.  Bush  is  the 
gateway  to  ability,  supplying  all 
props  and  characters  as  needed. 
The  children  at  the  show  loved 
and  respected  Bush  with  all  the 
ritual  and  simplicity  required  of 
magic. 

As  in  Internal  Injury,  RIFT 
uses  poetry  well.  The  stepmother, 
renamed  Turkey  Club,  requests  of 
the  storyteller:  “You  won’t  make 
me  talk  poetry  will  ya.  I  don’t  like 
poetry.”  She  is  cool  and  she  is 
tough;  she  turns  to  the  mirror  and 
repeats:  “Mirror  mirror  on  the 
wall/  Who’s  the  coolest  of  them 
all?” 

Well,  the  mirror  agrees  that  she 
is  the  coolest.  However,  power  is 
important  even  to  mirrors,  so  it 
bribes  her  into  being  cute.  And 


Snow  White  is  cuter.  The  step¬ 
mother  and  Snow  White  become 
jealous  of  each  other.  “Beauty 
isn’t  all  it  was  cut  out  to  be” 
concludes  Snow  White. 

The  characters  in  RIFT’s  plays 
are  unique  and  real.  In  all  of  their 
plays,  Rhode  Island  Feminist  The¬ 
atre  portrays  situations  which 
come  out  of  the  difficulties  of  our 
own  lives  and  the  Field  of  our 
imaginations.  They  search  for 
freedom,  individuality  and  their 
choices  are  realistic  and  difficult. 
In  a  culture  where  we  are  chan¬ 
nelled  into  the  roles  of  various 
institutions  —  marriage,  sanitar¬ 
iums,  delinquent  homes,  nursing 
homes  —  what  are  our  alterna¬ 
tives?  Do  we  go  back  to  face  the 
familiar  and  sacrifice  ourselves  as 
Josephine  and  Margaret  did  in 
Internal  Injury ?  Do  we  wait  until 
night  has  pulled  its  protective 
covering  over  our  heads  and 
search  for  freedom  through 
imagination  as  the  spidermime  did 
in  Double  Edgel  Are  we  only  free 
when  we  are  children?  RIFT 
shows  reality  as  they  see  it.  It  is 
sometimes  ugly  yet  oftentimes 
inspiring  to  watch  their  theatre 
unfold,  for  in  this  accuracy  lies 
RIFT’s  clarity  and  power. 
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BOOKS 

The  Knight’s  Tale 


Kings  Don’t  Mean  a  Thing: 
The  John  Knight  Murder 

Case 

By  A  rthur  Bell 

228  pp.,  William  Morrow  and 
Co.,  New  York,  NY  $8.95 

By  Allen  Young 


This  book,  just  about  the  only 
major  work  in  non-fiction  to 
emerge  from  the  gay  community 
in  1978,  is  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  literature  on  the  gay  expe¬ 
rience.  It  reminds  us  that  many 
American  men  live  and  love  light- 
years  away  from  the  bars  and 
discos,  from  the  gay  lifestyles  re¬ 
flected  in  periodicals  as  varied  as 
Christopher  Street  and  RFD,  or 
from  the  consciousness  of  those 
who  identify  with  the  gay  libera¬ 
tion  movement  in  any  of  its 
forms. 

Two  gay  men  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  are  the  main  characters  in  the 
book:  John  Knight  III,  age  30,  a 
working  journalist  and  heir  to  the 
Knight-Ridder  newspaper 

fortune,  and  his  murderer,  Felix 
Melendez,  a  19-year-old  Philadel¬ 
phia-born  Puerto  Rican  street 
hustler. 

A  third  “main  character”  is 
Arthur  Bell  himself,  the  Village 
Voice  columnist  and  reporter  who 
has  probably  written  more  about 
the  gay  world  for  general  reader- 
ship  than  any  other  contemporary 
American  journalist,  an 
admirable  achievement,  even  if 


one  is  unimpressed  by  his  celebrity 
gossip  column  entitled  “Bell 
Tells.”  Arthur  periodically  upsets 
some  New  York  gay  activists  with 
his  alleged  lack  of  political  acu¬ 
men,  especially  regarding  the 
exposure  of  the  seamier  side  of 
gay  life  in  the  pages  of  a  straight 
newspaper  like  the  Voice. 

Some  of  that  tension  concern¬ 
ing  “our  image”  emerges,  indi¬ 
rectly,  in  the  pages  of  this  book, 
for  Arthur  Bell  includes  in  his  nar¬ 
rative  an  account  of  his  own 
activities  as  a  journalist  —  and  a 
gay  man  —  while  he  is  working  on 
the  Knight  murder  story.  Inter¬ 
woven  with  the  story  of  the 
murder,  then,  is  the  story  of 
Arthur  Bell’s  association  with 
some  of  the  “nice”  gay  men  of 
Philadelphia  (the  “nice,”  includ¬ 
ing  the  quotation  marks,  is 
Arthur’s).  It  is  difficult  to  discern 
exactly  what  Arthur’s  attitude  is 
toward  the  “nice”  gay  world;  on 
the  one  hand,  he  seems  bored  and 
unfulfilled  by  it  (he  details  an 
affair  with  a  florist  which  is  un¬ 
flattering  to  the  florist,  to  Bell, 
and  to  such  affairs),  but  he  also 
seems  angry  at  the  condescension 
with  which  the  “nice”  gay  world 
regards  the  “not  nice”  world  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  murder.  Yet  I  also 
think  he  believes  it  is  important  to 
remind  his  readers,  especially  the 
straight  readers,  that  when  homo¬ 
sexuality  makes  it  to  the  police 
blotter  in  sordid  and  bloody  tales 
such  as  this  one,  they  must  not 
forget  the  total  ordinariness  of  the 
lives  of  millions  of  other  homo¬ 
sexual  people. 


Bell’s  intrusion  of  his  personal 
life  into  the  story  may  turn  off  or 
annoy  some  readers,  and  the  book 
is  probably  not  the  great  literary 
achievement  that  Arthur’s  pub¬ 
lishers  may  have  hoped  for  (4  la 
Truman  Capote’s  In  Cold  Blood), 
but  it  adds  an  important  dimen¬ 
sion  to  the  telling  of  the  story,  and 
I  support  Bell  in  his  decision  to 
make  himself  a  character  in  the 
book. 

Personally  I  often  can’t  relate 
to  Bell’s  apparent  obsession  with 
old  movies  and  shlock  romance  — 
the  book  is  peppered  more  than 
most  readers  will  appreciate  with 
references  to  Joan  Blondell, 
Busby  Berkeley,  Maria  Ouspen- 
skaya,  and  so  on.  A  minority  of 
readers,  however,  may  really  get 
off  on  this  stuff.  When  newspaper 
headlines  reveal  that  Felix  Melen¬ 
dez,  the  suspect  in  Knight’s 
murder,  has  been  shot  to  death 
(by  his  accomplice,  as  we  learn), 
Bell  remarks,  “For  some  strange 
reason,  an  old  song  recorded  by 
Lee  Wiley  rings  through  my  head: 
‘Love  laughs  at  a  king  /  Kings 
don’t  mean  a  thing  /  On  the  street 
of  dreams’.”  The  reference  —  ele¬ 
vated  to  the  book’s  title  —  is  too 
arcane  for  me. 

I  appreciated  the  ways  in  which 
Bell  reveals  his  discomfort  with 
the  role  of  reporter  (for  example, 
his  sense  of  himself  as  an  intruder 
at  the  funeral  of  Felix  Melendez), 
but  I  wanted  more  self-revelation. 
Is  Bell  emotionally  vulnerable,  or 
even  afraid,  as  he  covers  this 
murder  story  in  the  strange  lonely 
city? 

“Are  you  political?”  Bell  is 
asked,  somewhere  in  the  many 
conversations  he  has  with  men  in 
gay  bars.  “Yes  and  no,”  Bell 
answers.  The  reply  is  a  good  one. 


Bell  is  political  in  that  he  cares 
about  gay  people  and  he  sees  the 
political  significance  of  this  story. 
On  the  one  hand,  he  understands, 
as  straight  writers  cannot,  the 
workings  of  Knight’s  closetry  and 
how  this  ultimately  led  to  his 
death.  He  also  understands  that 
the  street  hustler  who  murdered 
Knight  was  an  oppressed  closet 
case  of  an  entirely  different  sort. 

He  quotes  from  Tim  Kennedy, 
who  defines  himself  as  “a  gay 
street  priest  who  ministers  to  hust¬ 
lers”:  “Felix  was  typical  of  the 
gang  who  worked  the  street.  He 
came  from  a  Pentecostal  back¬ 
ground  and  the  church  is  antigay. 
Felix  had  a  multiple  amount  of 
oppressions  working  against  him: 
religion,  sexual  orientation,  class, 
and  his  Puerto  Rican  minority 
status.” 

Bell  then  elaborates,  connecting 
the  two  main  characters  of  the 
tragedy: 

“Oppression  makes  curious  bed¬ 
fellows,  and  it  seemed  only  logical 
that  fate  would  bring  Felix  Melen¬ 
dez  together  with  John  Knight. 

“Knight  sought  out  the  street  kid, 
the  outcast,  the  sexual  heathen,  the 
earth  child  whose  universe  was  en¬ 
tirely  different  from  his.  With 
Knight,  sex  was  always  a  matter  of 
cultural  collision.  ‘Diametrically 
opposed’  was  a  figure  of  speech  that 
could  elicit  a  hard  on.  He  could 
never  sever  the  umbilical  cord  that 
bound  him  to  a  patriarchal  society. 
Cut  it  and  there  was  the  possibility 
of  Grandpa  cutting  him  off.  To  go 
visibly  against  it  would  be  to  go 
against  everything  he  was  ever 
taught  in  all  those  fancy  schools. 
For  Knight  to  accept  what  he  was 
meant  that  he  might  not  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  hierarchy  who  ex¬ 
pected  greatness  of  him.  Greatness 
meant  strength.  Strength  meant 
masculinity.  Masculinity  meant  het¬ 
erosexuality.  Heterosexuality  meant 
facade.  Maintain  facade  for  the 
world  to  see.  Cheat  in  the  dark 
abyss  of  the  soul.  Cheat  in  a  dimly 
lit  back  yard.” 

Bell  is  not  political,  however, 
in  that  he  doesn’t  have  the  desire, 
or  the  ability,  to  take  the  reader  to 
political  conclusions.  The  reader 
is  given  a  view  of  both  Melendez’s 
world  as  a  poor  Puerto  Rican,  and 
Knight’s  world  as  a  rich  WASP, 
but  except  for  Jim  Kennedy’s 
brief  analysis,  Melendez’s  world 
remains  mostly  mysterious  and 
unrevealed.  It  is,  after  all, 
Knight’s  family’s  wealth  and  fame 
that  have  made  this  murder  the 
stuff  of  newspaper  headlines  and 
a  hardcover  book. 

Another  political  theme,  barely 
explored  by  Bell  but  present  for 
the  perspicacious  reader,  concerns 
the  ways  in  which  both  Melendez 
and  Knight  used  women  in  order 
to  maintain  a  heterosexual  facade 
—  so  the  two  men  must  be  seen 
not  only  as  victims  of  patriarchal 
•  society  but  as  oppressors  too. 
Knight  dated  women  when  he 
socialized  with  his  straight  friends; 
likewise,  Melendez  did  what  was 
expected  of  him  socially  in  his 
Puerto  Rican  neighborhood,  was 
seen  beating  up  his  girlfriend,  and 
fathered  a  child  when  he  was  only 
18.  Felix’s  social  milieu  included 
small-time  dope  dealers  and 
thugs,  for  whom  brutalizing 
women  was  a  way  of  life  and  a  key 
to  the  machismo  that  Felix  needed 
if  he  was  not  to  be  branded  a 
maricdn. 

Felix  had  robbery  on  his  mind 
when  he  went  to  Knight’s  apart¬ 
ment  that  fateful  morning  high  on 
meth,  after  conversation  with 
some  pals  about  drugs  and 
money.  It  was  one  of  those 


friends,  a  woman  frightened  for 
her  own  life,  who  called  the 
police. 

In  a  poignant  observation,  Bell 
writes:  “Felix  Melendez  was  the 
classic  street  hustler,  John  Knight 
the  classic  john.  Though  opposites 
on  the  socio-economical  scale, 
they  shared  the  same  patriarchal 
oppression.  And  little  by  little, 
Felix  had  fallen  in  love  with  his 
John.” 

The  use  of  the  word  “love” 
may  come  as  a  surprise,  but  Bell 
provides  evidence  that  despite  the 
exchange  of  money  and  the  world 
of  difference  between  the  two 
men,  there  was  a  meaningful  emo¬ 
tional  involvement  between  them 
likely  to  be  overlooked  by 
straights  or  “nice”  gays  observing 
such  a  relationship.  Bell  the  ro¬ 
mantic  doesn’t  want  us  to  forget 
about  the  love,  the  caring,  the  in¬ 
volvement  that  once  characterized 
Melendez’s  and  Knight’s  inter¬ 
action. 

Bell  is  strictly  non-judgmental 
and  non-analytical  as  far  as  hust¬ 
ling  is  concerned  in  general,  but 
one  can  readily  imagine  how  the 
emotionality  of  a  relationship 
where  money  is  involved  would  be 
especially  precarious.  One  can 
also  appreciate  the  cross-cultural, 
cross-class  communication,  while 
seeing  that  the  gay  liberation 
movement  is  doomed  if  it  is  re¬ 
stricted  to  white  middle  class 
consciousness. 

The  author  makes  it  clear  that 
he  is  not  coming  forward  with  any 
“right  line”  about  any  of  these 
problems,  nor  does  he  offer  a 
.  strategy  for  gay  liberation,  which 
even  to  a  political  person  like 
myself  is  a  welcome  relief.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  however,  Bell  also 
does  not  explore  or  even  mention 
such  topics  as  the  controversial 
U.S.  colonialism  in  Puerto  Rico 
which  brought  Felix  Melendez’s 
family  to  Philadelphia.  He  only 
superficially  deals  with  the  con¬ 
sciousness  and  conditions  of 
young  people  growing  up  in  the 
ghetto,  and  ignores  the  question 
of  how  the  Puerto  Rican  commu¬ 
nity  deals  with  the  fact  that  a 
segment  of  its  youth  has  little 
choice  but  to  deal  with  gay  sex¬ 
uality  in  the  commercial  market¬ 
place. 

One  cannot  deny,  however, 
after  reading  this  book,  that  Felix 
Melendez  and  John  Knight  III, 
both  of  whom  had  something 
positive  and  creative  to  offer  this 
world,  were  destroyed  through  the 
evils  of  a  patriarchal  society,  and  j 
if  gay  liberation  is  to  succeed,  it  j 
must  offer  awareness  and  freedom 
to  men  as  diverse  as  they  were. 

As  long  ago  as  1970,  in  the 
pages  of  the  Village  Voice,  Bell 
wrote  sympathetically  of  gay  j 
people  in  a  related  underclass  —  1 
the  street  drag  queens  —  Puerto  > 
Rican,  black  and  white  —  who  § 
survive  mostly  through  prostitu- 1 
tion  in  midtown  Manhattan.  As  I 
the  Christopher  Street  and  Castro  J 
Street  clones  become  the  domin-  i 
ant  images  of .  gay  men,  any  j 
reminder  of  our  diversity  as 
people  is  welcome. 

For  any  reader.  Kings  Don’tl 
Mean  a  Thing  is  a  fascinating 
murder  story,  unraveled  from  its  J 
beginnings  on  the  streets  to  its  end  i 
in  the  courtroom.  For  men  and 
women  committed  to  the  complex 
and  difficult  task  of  creating  a 
society  based  on  sexual  and  social 
justice,  reading  it  goes  beyond 
entertainment  to  become  an  edu¬ 
cational  and  thought-provoking  I 
experience. 


John  P  Ward 


Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 
2  Park  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


Jozz  Supper  Club 

3  Appleton  St. 
Boston 
423-3652 

\OLU 
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Sunday 

BRRBRRR  l€R  Jon.  7|  1 

"The  Singers’  Singer"  1 

Whitney  Balliett  jjj 
TH€  NCW  VORK6R  1 

Tues.-Thurs. 

Lee  KONITZ  Jon.  9-nl 

"One  of  the  greatest  alto  saxophonists."  !> 

MIICS  DAVIS  I 

Fri.  &  Sat.  The  New  Lulu  UUhite  Donee  Bond  Jan.  12-13(1 

SUNDAV  JAZZ  BRUNCH  12:00-4:00  jf 
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Linda  Shear:  Lesbian 
Music  for  Lesbian  Listeners 

Produced  by  Artemis  Productions 
Saturday,  Dec.  17,  1978 
Boston  University  Sherman 

Auditorium 

By  Lucy  Miner 

For  Linda  Shear,  as  for  many 
of  us,  politics  are  a  way  of  life 
which  affect  everything  we  do.  In 
this  context,  Shear’s  music  is  a 
political  act.  However,  the  listener 
is  not  allowed  to  rely  only  on 
Shear’s  music  to  judge  her  poli¬ 
tics.  Perhaps  that  is  why  Linda 
Shear’s  music  as  art,  albeit  poli¬ 
tical  art,  seems  to  take  a  back  seat 
whenever  her  name  is  mentioned. 
We  must  remember  that  whatever 
else  she  may  be,  she  is  a  pianist,  a 
composer  and  a  singer. 

The  production  was  signed  in 
order  to  make  the  music  avail¬ 
able  to  the  deaf  lesbian  commun¬ 
ity.  Susan  Freundlich,  who  seems 
to  be  everywhere  women  get  to¬ 
gether,  signed  during  the  speaking 
breaks  which  punctuated  the 
concert. 

Tryna  Hope,  Shear’s  lover  and 
business  partner,  signed  the  music 
in  a  combination  of  traditional 
sign  language  and  theatrical  ex¬ 
pression.  She  sees  signing  as  a 
political  tool.  In  it,  she  attempts 
to  express  through  visual  and 
psychic  means  images  transmit- 
table  between  lesbians,  in  the 
hopes  of  rejecting  a  patriarchal 
language. 

A  fairly  large  (over  200)  group 
of  lesbians  settling  back  into 
lavender  auditorium  seats  gilded 
the  lily  a  bit  —  Shear  was  bound 
to  be  well-received  by  such  a 
highly  select  audience.  Her  poli¬ 
tics  came  first  in  words  without 
melody,  words  used  to  propel  the 
messages  which,  she  must  feel,  are 
not  clear  in  her  compositions. 
These  raps  between  pieces  were,  at 
times,  difficult  to  listen  to,  not 
because  of  their  positive  content, 
the  energy  of  a  woman  who  loves 
women  speaking  intimately  with 
her  sisters,  but  because  of  the 
hatred  they  also  contained,  spe¬ 
cifically  of  transsexual  women  in 
the  lesbian  community.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  she  explained  that  when 
she  was  part  of  the  “butch- 
femme”  culture  feminists  came  to 
her  and  said,  “You  don’t  have  to 
be  a  lesbian  anymore  because  you 
can  be  a  feminist.”  Shear  gave 
this  line  a  new  twist,  “.  .  .  cut  off 
your  prick  and  you  can  be  a  les¬ 


bian.”  She  tried  to  explain  that 
this  was  a  joke,  but  no  one  in  the 
audience  laughed.  Shear  also  ex¬ 
presses  an  absolute  scorn  for 
lesbians  who  don’t  meet  her 
expectations. 

Intolerance  of  men  and  the 
male  legacy  is  her  central  theme 
and  most  of  us  have  probably  felt 
this  at  some  time.  Not  too  many 
lesbians  would  have  trouble 
imagining  an  Amazon  past,  with 
priorities  which  were  conceived 
and  birthed  for  and  by  lesbians,  or 
with  discovering,  at  long  last,  that 
lesbians  were  always  the  leaders, 
the  goddesses,  the  focal  point  of 
civilizations.  This  is  just  a  turned 
around,  lost  and  polluted  time  we 
are  in. 

Linda  Shear  sees  herself  in  a 
state  of  continual  change  and  in 
process,  the  process  of  a  lesbian 
(she  has  been  out  for  over  a 
decade)  tuning  in  to  total  lesbian 
identification.  “Unless  we  work 
for  ourselves,”  she  says,  “what 
can  we  offer  those  women  when 
they  do  come  out?”  In  that  light, 
Shear  sees  all  of  her  songs  as  love 
songs.  She  attempts  in  her  music 
to  come  in  touch  with  her  lesbian- 
self  and  the  lesbian-selves  of  her 
audience.  However,  by  the  limits 
she  sets  for  her  audience,  Shear 
does  not  reach  the  lesbians  she 
really  needs  to  reach  to  make  her 
visions  into  reality.  She  has  turned 
many  away  with  her  politics  of 
rejection. 

Although  her  music  does  not 
have  the  effect  of  leaving  its 
listeners  humming  in  the  streets 
like,  say,  Cris  Williamson,  it  does 
make  you  want  to  listen.  Her 
voice  is  low  and  strong  and  she 
accompanies  herself  with  depth  on 
the  piano.  She  sings  about  a 
society  of  women  (“Family  of 
Woman”),  ^and  the  draining  and 
destructive  force  of  alcohol  which 
she,  herself,  has  given  up,  “.  .  . 
you  want  me  to  remember  all 
those  nights  we  got  drunk  and 
kept  drinking.  ...  I  wish  I  could 
teach  you  what  I’ve  learned.  .  .  . 
But  there  are  lessons  you  have  to 
earn.  .  .  .”  She  sings  of  physical 
love  and  spiritual  love  (“Fire  and 
Laughter,”  “For  Tryna”).  She 
has  created  a  myth  of  lesbians  as 
scapegoats  in  the  present  who 
were  the  basis  of  the  lost  society  of 
the  past,  and  were  poisoned  with 
forgetfulness  in  their  own  drink¬ 
ing  water,  a  society  poisoned  by 
men,  “I  won’t  drink  from  that 
water  now.  ...  I  know  what  we 
did  before.  ...  I  will  not  cross 


that  line.  ...  I  can’t  sit  here  and 
rock  us  away.  ...  I  won’t  watch 
us  fall  this  time.”  Only  one  of  ten 
compositions  was  written  by 
someone  else  (Michelle  Brody, 
“Remember”)  for  her.  It  is  a  song 
of  strength  written  for  a  friend 
who  is  suddenly  faced  with  her 
own  mortality. 

Shear  sees  dreams  as  the  lesbian 
circle  unbroken.  Lesbians’  dreams 
are  seen  as  vehicles  of  transforma¬ 
tion  and  ways  of  transcending 
reality.  Lesbians  can  draw  energy 
from  the  vibrations  of  these 
friends  who  visit  the  subconscious 
at  night.  Dreams  are  times  to 
travel  in  Shear’s  music,  times  to 
remember  long  forgotten  pasts 
and,  in  some  cases,  a  way  to 
escape  the  present  into  the  future 
of  a  new  world.  Inspired  by  Jean 
Dixon’s  prediction  that  a  space¬ 
ship  powered  by  women  is 
coming,  she  sings:  “If  you’re 
coming  here  to  take  us  away,  I’d 
like  to  be  the  first  in  line.  If  you’re 
coming  to  take  us  home,  let  it  be 
now.”  (“Let  It  Be  Now”) 

Linda  Shear  sings  of  strength, 
of  magic,  of  women  with  women, 
of  personal  and  political  change. 
She  wants  her  album,  “LINDA 
SHEAR:  A  Lesbian  Portrait” 
made  available  to  lesbians  only. 
The  artist  seldom  exercises  the 
kind  of  control  over  her  audience 
that  Shear  does.  She  controls  not 
only  her  production  and  distribu¬ 
tion  (Old  Lady  Blue  Jeans)  and 
whom  she  plays  for,  but  also  who 
is  allowed  to  buy  her  record.  You 
will  not  find  her  album  anywhere 
that  refuses  to  ban  sales  to  men. 
In  a  culture  that  has  continually 
barred  women  from  everything 
from  bar  rooms  to  the  presidency. 
Shear’s  demand  is  something  to- 
think  about.  It  is  a  part  of  her 
dream  of  the  unbroken  circle. 
Shear  sees  herself  as  someone  we 
should  look  to  for  right  answers. 
In  her  performance,  Shear  insults 
and  wails  over  those  lesbians  who 
have  not  seen  “shear”  daylight. 

The  songs  without  the  com¬ 
mentary  may  set  lesbians, 
whatever  our  politics,  into 
positive  motion.  Shear  certainly 
believes  in  her  words  and  is  not 
without  appeal  musically,  even  if 
her  “anti-everythinglamnot”  at¬ 
titude  makes  you  angry.  As  Shear 
said  in  her  closing  song,  “.  .  .  has 
any  woman  ever  told  you,  that  the 
river  can  be  changed?  We  can  turn 
that  river  ’round  ...  We  can 
change  the  sound  ...  We  must 
turn  this  river  around  ...  We 
must  change  the  sound.” 


Parents  Project  Opens  Cambridge  Center 


By  Jill  Clark 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  On  Jan. 
4,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  (LGPP)  opened  its  center 
in  Cambridge.  The  project  is  a 
resource,  education  and  referral 
center  for  lesbian  mothers  and  gay 
fathers  who  are  facing  or  fearing 
custody  or  visitation  struggles  in 
the  New  England  area  and  beyond 
(see  GCN  Vol.  6  Issue  10],  Not¬ 
ably,  LGPP  is  one  of  the  first 
groups  to  offer  assistance  to  gay 
fathers. 

Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  6 
to  9  p.m.  and  Saturdays  from  9  to 
12  p.m.,  members  of  the  LGPP 
collective  will  be  available  to 
advise  lesbian  mothers  and  gay 
fathers  of  their  alternatives, 
rights,  and  available  legal  and 
counseling  resources.  In  addition 
to  giving  support  to  the  women, 
children,  and  men  involved  in  or 
fearful  of  custody  struggles, 
LGPP  aims  to  make  more  people, 
both  gay  and  non-gay,  aware  of 
the  presence  of  lesbian  and  gay 
parents. 

In  addition  to  the  general  op¬ 


pression  and  indignities  that  gay 
people  suffer  in  society,  gay 
parents  live  in  constant  peril  of 
being  separated  from  their  own 
children  by  judges  employing  the 
vague  and  arbitrary  legal  prescrip¬ 
tion,  “in  the  best  interests  of  the 
children.”  Over  90  percent  of  the 
lesbian  mothers  who  have  pursued 
their  custody  rights  in  court  have 
lost  them  because  many  judges 
involved  apparently  believe  that 
any  non-heterosexual  person  is 
“unfit”  to  be  a  parent.  “A  deter¬ 
mination  made  on  this  basis  is  not 
just,”  protested  one  LGPP 
spokesperson.  “The  prejudice  of 
individual  judges,  itself  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  society’s  intolerance, 
should  have  no  place  in  this  de¬ 
cision.” 

LGPP  member  Freddi  Dworkin 
commented  that,  ironically,  “.  .  . 
those  parents  who  are  most  open 
and  proud  [of  being  gay]  are  most 
likely  to  lose  their  children.  .  .  . 
One  gay  father’s  right  to  visit  his 
children  was  severely  curtailed  ex¬ 
pressly  because  he  became  active 
in  the  gay  liberation  movement.” 


According  to  LGPP  staff  mem¬ 
ber  Leona  Dimilt,  even  those  gay 
parents  fortunate  enough  to  have 
won  custody  or  liberal  visitation 
have  not  permanently  secured 
their  right  to  choose  to  be  with 
their  children.  A  gay  parent  lives 
in  continual  fear  of  the  court’s 
award  of  custody  or  visitation 
being  challenged,  explained  Dim¬ 
ilt,  “not  only  by  the  spouse,  but 
by  the  grandparents,  other  rela¬ 
tives,  neighbors,  or  the  state  —  at 
any  time.” 

“The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  is  part  of  the  fight  against 
those  who  would  have  us  back  in 
the  closet,  ashamed,  scared,  and 
afraid  for  our  lives  and  those  of 
our  children,”  said  Dworkin. 

The  LGPP  center  is  located  be¬ 
tween  the  Central  and  Harvard 
Red  Line  subway  and  is  accessible 
to  wheelies  —  disabled  persons.  It 
can  be  contacted  during  its  office 
hours  by  calling  492-2655. 
Donations  of  lamps,  office  furni¬ 
ture,  and  space  heaters  for  the 
new  center  are  needed  and 
welcome. 


ONE  OF  THE 
BEST  FILMS 
OF  1978 

“FINGERS,  a  bizarre,  violent  first  film  by 
writer-director  James  Toback  ...  is  an 
absurdist  reworking  of  crime  movies  from 
a  decade  ago  ...  brilliant  ...  filled  with 
amazing  bits,  images  that  startle  and  yet 
feel  exactly  right." 

—  John  Alfred  Avant,  Gaysweek 

“One  of  the  five  best  films  of  1978." 

—  Sam  Kaplan,  The  Real  Paper 


“James  Toback’s  FINGERS  is  the  best  first 
film  by  an  American  director  since 
BADLANDS." 

—  David  Thomson,  The  Real  Paper 

“A  movie  of  absolutely  exceptional  power 
and  impact.  Toback  demonstrates  an 
absolutely  unquestionable  command  of 
the  language  of  film.” 

—  Charles  Champiin,  The  L.A.  Times 


“More  startling  and  erotic  than  anything  in 
LAST  TANGO.” 

—  Stepen  Farber,  New  West 

“In  FINGERS,  we  witnesss  the  arrival  of  a 
director  who’s  potentially  one  of  the 
world’s  greatest  filmmakers.” 

—  Arthur  Knight 

“Fingers  has  the  wild  self-dramatization 
that  one  associates  with  the  young 
Tennessee  Williams  or  with  Mailer 
...  James  Toback’s  got  true  movie-making 

fever." 

—  Pauline  Kael,  The  New  Yorker 


“I  think  James  Toback  is  one  of  the  most 
exciting  and  talented  young  filmmakers 


around." 


—  Norman  Mailer 


“Personal  cinema  with  an  astonishing 

performance  by  Harvey  Keitel." 

r  —  David  Overbey,  The  Paris  Metro 

GEORGE  BARRIb  PRLStN  I  s  A  BRUl  PRODUCTION 

A  CM  K  A  UV  I  A  A/ICC  TntW'K 


l  ISA  rAMswvv,  —  ,1/VI  MW.  .. 

PRODUCED  BY  GEORGE  BARRII 
WRIT  FEN  AND  DIRECTED  BY  JAMES  TOBACK 


Every  Saturday  at  MIDNIGHT 
Beginning  January  13th. 

• 

Director  James  Toback  will  be  present  to  discuss 
his  work  at  a  Special  Screening  on  Saturday, 
January  13th  at  1:30  in  the  afternoon. 


Brattle  Theatre 

40  Brattle  Street  TR  6-4226 
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CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classifie 


JUST  FRIENDS 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  Ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5^ each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters. 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad.  You  can  have  a  forwarding  bx  for  $3 
for  6  wks  or  a  pidk-up  box  for  $1  for  6  wks. 
This  section  is  for  both  individuals  and 
couples,  not  organizations  or  groups.  We 
hope  men  and  women  will  seek  friends  of 
the  opposite  as  well  as  the  same  sex.  Any 
ad  that  is  clearly  a  personal  rather  than  a 
friendship  ad  will  be  returned  for  proper 
payment  at  the  personal  rate. 


TRUTH  AND  FRIENDSHIP 
GWM  34  seeks  others  who  desire  the 
company  of  a  truthful  and  honest  person. 
Wish  to  share  special  times  with  one  who 
is  not  afraid  to  express  himself  to  others. 
Prefer  reliable  companions  who  would 
like  to  share  walks,  dining  out,  shows  and 
sporting  events.  Box  114,  N.  Weymouth, 
MA  02191.  _ (22) 


FIGHT  THE  VOID!  MEET  A  PERSON 
Union  Park  GM  would  like  to  meet  kin¬ 
dred  spirits  in  the  Park  and  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  for  tea  and  conversation.  In¬ 
terests  include  writing,  movies,  the 
passing  parade,  the  state  of  the  culture 
and  its  prospects,  the  boy  next  door,  and 
other  vital  topics.  Analytical  types  en¬ 
couraged.  I’m  Buz.  Take  a  chance. 
482-6187. _ (24) 


COUNTRY  LIVING 

Resourceful,  independent  GM,  30,  wishes 
to  hear  from  Fs/Ms  who  have  taken  to  the 
woods:  your  homesteading  experiences 
pro  and  con,  future  aspirations.  Seeking 
possible  partner/s  to  share  homesteading 
(location  undetermined).  Also  interested 
in  existing  settlements  and  rural  com¬ 
munes  (e.g.,  Allen  Young,  Orange).  ALA. 
Write  Erik  Bergstrom,  RFD  #2,  Lincoln- 
ville,  Maine  04849. _ (24) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Thank  you  for  the  joyous  holidays. 

They  were  the  best  we've  ever  had. 

Just  the  two  of  us  and  some  other  gays. 
Did  you  really  think  it  was  so  bad? 

I  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


UNO  UNO  UNO 

Thanks  a  bunch  for  all  the  fun,  food  and 
frolic.  We  know  that  you  know  how  good 
it  was  for  us  to  be  with  you  at  this  crucial 
time.  Can  hardly  wait  to  do  it  again. 
Happy  New  Puppy!  


PBPBPBPB 

Missed  you  guys,  wish  we  could  have 
gotten  together  before  the  scattering  for 
holidays,  conventions,  etc.  May  ’79  be  as 
good  as  you  wish  for  yourself  and  those 
you  love.  Thanks  for  the  surprise  dinner. 
Congratulations,  Bunny.  I  love  you. 
Hubba  hubba  and  hubba 


L.  LOTMAN 

Thanks  so  much  for  the  kind  words.  You 
don't  remember  me.  My  lover  and  I  met 
you  at  an  NGTF  meeting  in  New  York 
after  which  we  drove  you  home 

in  my  mustang.  We  commiserated  with 
each  other  because  we  were  going  in  op¬ 
posite  directions.  You  had  just  left 
■  Boston  for  New  York,  and  we  had  just 
come  to  Boston  from  Toronto,  having 
come  originally  from  NY.  Small  crazy 
world.  Will  write  to  you  when  I  can,  but 
wanted  to  say  hello  here.  Not  sure  you . 
read  the  classifieds,  though.  Happy  New 
Year,  etc.  N,  Walker. _ 

GM,  24,  into  alternative  lifestyle  and 
politics,  nature,  humanism,  tender  loving 
to  light  S&M,  sks  GMs  as  friends  and/or 
lovers.  GCN  Box  982. _ (25) 

GWF  would  like  to  share  the  following 
with  a  GWF.  Living  in  the  country,  raising 
sheep,  dogs,  cats,  planting  a  garden, 
cutting  wood  for  wood  stoves,  occasional 
dinners  with  good  friends  at  home,  and 
once  in  a  while,  visits  to  the  city.  Long 
time  relationship.  It  is  a  peaceful  way  of 
life,  but  one  that  is  god  sent.  GCN  Box 
983. _ (24x) 

OSTRACISM  IN  LIT.  INC. 
Attention:  Young  gay  literati  of  Boston. 
Rather  work  on  Isherwood  than  your 
hustle?  Minor-ity  reading  group  now 
forming.  Call  Peter  731-1656. _ 

TIRED  OF  HOLIDAY  BARS 
GM,  5 ’10",  30,  162,  blond,  Into  fitness, 
TM,  massage  w/oll  and  candles,  seeks  to 
really  get  to  know  the  right,  similar  GWM. 
Prefer  but  not  necessary,  Mediterranean. 
Box  672,  102  Charles  St.  Boston,  MA 
02114. _ (24) 


GWF,  25,  lonely,  wants  to  share  life  with 
sensitive,  honest,  slim  GWF,  23-32,  in 
hopefully  lasting  relationship.  Into  film, 
music,  books,  sports,  good  times.  No 
children.  Bos  area,  suburbs.  Send  tel.  no. 
GCN  Box  976 _ (21+) 


GWM-40  professional:  6’2”,  short  blond 
hair,  trimmed  beard  and  mustache, 
macho,  hot,  sensuous,  loving-caring,  ag¬ 
gressive.  Interested  in  meeting  guys  of 
similar  age  and  interests:  Levis,  flannel 
shirts,  jock  straps,  keys  left,  jeeps, 
beards  and  mustaches.  I  am  not  inter¬ 
ested  in  SM  or  heavy  drugs.  All  re¬ 
sponses  answered  promptly.  GCN  Box 
979. _ (23) 

RU  from  Camb-Boston  area?  I’d  like  sum 
1  local  2  get  2  gether  with  once  &  a  while. 

I  live  N-A  modern  Dscrt  lux  apt  with  cable 
&  dirty  movies  on  MBTA  line  with  private 
parking.  I’m  also  N2  dinner  dates,  travel, 
whist,  hearts.  I’m  29,  cleancut,  profes¬ 
sional  &  hve  a  fettish  against  cigarettes, 
mustaches,  beards  &  heavy  drugs.  Call 
any  time  UP  2  2AM  If  U  R  under  25,  go  2 
skool  or  work  full  time.  I’ll  B-N  London 
10-28  to  11-09  &  again  11-20  to  11-30.  Lve 
message  when  I'm  away  or  not  home  on 
my  ans  machine  No  1  will  hear  message 
except  me.  No  1  niters!  Rick  MBD-RRTF. 

(24) 


Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy,  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive, 
6’,  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright, 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable. 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Canada. 


GAY,  IN  NEED  OF  FRIENDS? 

The  Egyptian,  a  private  club,  offers  a  re¬ 
laxed  ambience  which  includes  plush 
surroundings  conducive  to  conversation, 
as  well  as  a  dignified  alternative  in  which 
men  may  privately  rendevous.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  call  (201)  295-4900. 
Located  in  central  NJ— truly  an  oasis! 

(25) 

MIGUEL  HERNANDEZ 
It  is  important  that  you  contact  me  as 
soon  as  you  see  this.  Important.  Dave  S, 
661-6975  or  home  number  


GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta- 
-tion,  Boston,  MA  02114. _ (48) 

If  Black  or  White  Is  not  an  issue  to  you, 
why  write  W  or  B?  Just  GM,  GF  will  do. 
How  abo'U  H??? 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds,! 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston  MA| 

02108. 


SERVICES 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
.  FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 
4603)  224-5600  Concord 


ROOMMATES 


2  M  sk  M  or  F  2  share  Nahant  home.  U 
have  entire  3d  fl  w/ocean  vu  —  4  rms, 
bath,  hallway.  We  share  kt,  dr,  Ir,  Ig  yd., 
grdn,  porches,  off-street  pkng.  Nr  bus. 
$180  inc  util.  Feb.  1  occ.  598-5549.  (25) 


FUNDING  AVAILABLE 

For  feminist  projects  from  the  Feminist 
Therapy  Conference  Committee.  More  in¬ 
formation  and  R.F.P.’s  (instruction)  avail¬ 
able  at  New  Words,  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  and  Janus  House. _ (23) 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 


InTheVendome  Mall 
160  Commonwealth  Ave. 


(617)247-1832 
Boston.  Mass.  02116 


.PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing. 
661-6975. 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUAtS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 

A  New  location — A  New  Phone  Number 
Newton  Comer,  Mom.  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-131 1  forappt. 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

»3H) 


ROOM  TO  SPREAD  OUT 
GWM  26,  attr,  self-reliant,  seeks  similar 
rmmt  for  huge  7-rm  in  safe  JP  area.  Easy 
pkg,  V2  gay  bldg,  good  landlord,  own 
bedrm.  Smoker  OK,  no  drugs;  references 
please.  522-9345. _ (25) 

GWM  23  seeks  same  to  share  5  rm  apt  in 
E.  Boston.  Must  be  clean  &  mature. 
Please  call  Dan  569-4346.  (Some  furniture 
in  your  own  room.)  Near  MBTA. _ (25) 


2  GF  and  2  cats  looking  for  other  GF  to 
complete  our  home.  Supportive,  easy¬ 
going,  nondogmatic  household.  $106. 
Call  547-1879. _  (24) 


GWM  NEEDS  NOW!!! 

GWM  34  friendly,  responsible,  seeks 
comfortable  living  —  in  or  around  Beacon 
Hill.  Paul  Caron,  825-6700 _ (24) 


NH  Seacoast.  GM  29  seeks  same  orGF  to 
share  lovely  2  bdrm  beach  house  til  June. 
Must  be  discreet,  responsible,  prof  or 
serious  student.  Your  share  $1 25/mo  plus 
Vz  util.  GCN  Box  980. _ (24) 


MEDFORD  NR  TUFTS 
M  or  F  to  share  5  rms,  $100  plus  V2  util. 
Sensitive,  quiet,  comfortable  people. 
Tom  625-3307  morns/Sundays. _ (24) 


APARTMENTS 


Clean,  comfortable  secure  studio  apt  by 
the  PRU.  Rent  $190/mo.  Includes  heat,  re¬ 
frigerator,  etc.  Please  call  Greg  267-7422. 

(24) 

WANTED 

We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  John  at 
426-4469. _ (c) 


GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
paint  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  John  at  426-4469.  (c) 


PLEASE,  GIVE  US  THE  CHAIR! 

Do  you  know  what  it  feels  like  to  type 
while  sitting  on  horsehair  stuffing?  Our 
chairs  leak,  and  we  don’t  have  enough  of 
them.  Please,  if  you  can,  give  GCN  an 
office  chair,  or  six.  .  .  .  Call  Richard  or 
John,  426-4469.  Thanks  a  bunch. 


SMEDCLASSMEDCLASSl 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  10  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  arc  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &.  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ ,perwk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk. 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


Name. 


Address. 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED 

Please  Print  Neatly. 


City. 

Zip^ 


.  .  $_ 


State. 


. Phone . 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Licensed-Insured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charg 
Local  Jobs — Local  Rates  354-21 


JOBS  WANTED 


HANDY  PERSON  CARPENTER 
Experienced  at  general  carpentry,  renova¬ 
tions,  repairs  &  painting,  interior  &  ex¬ 
terior.  Free  estimates.  By  the  job,  by  the 
hour.  Mark  445-6676.  (MJ  xchng 


FOR  SALE 


VOLKSWAGEN  TIRE  BARGAIN 
Recent  windfall  has  brought  me  nev 
radials  so  you  can  have  4  (count  ’em)  • 
non-radials  for  only  $40.00.  2  regs, 
snows.  Call  Marge  492-5306.  (24 


RESORTS 


In  the  heart  of  New  England’s  best  ski 
areas,  on  a  bluff  overlooking  the  Pas- . 
sumsic  River,  in  E.  Barnet,  VT  is  Inwood 
Manor.  A  Guest  House  you  can  grow 
with,  a  place  having  unrealized  potential 
that  you  can  help  realize,  a  diamond  in 
the  rough  whose  facets  you  could  be 
instrumental  in  cleaving.  Inwood  Manor 
is  for  everyone  to  enjoy  but  is  especially 
appealing  to  the  discriminating  man  who 
enjoys  the  conviviality  of  other  men  in  a 
friendly,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Let  Inwood 
Manor  be  your  base  of  operations  for  your 
winter  sports  activities  or  just  relaxing 
with  a  special  friend.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  or  write:  Ron  Kaczor,  Inwood 
Manor,  E.  Barnet,  VT  05821;  (802) 
633-4047. _ _ (24) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 


Gay  Community  News  is  accepting 
applications  for  the  position  of  News 
Editor.  Must  have  nerves  of  steel  and  an 
iron  constitution  as  well  as  an  affinity  for 
poverty.  February  opening.  Please  send 
resume  to  Richard  Burns,  GCN,  22  Brom- 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Outreach  worker  to  work  with  gay  street 
youth  as  well  as  other  street  groups.  Pre¬ 
vious  counseling  experience  preferred. 
2nd  shift,  no  weekends.  $8500  &  benefits. 
Resumes  to  GCN  Box  981. _ (24) 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)  (3) 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned  basis. 
In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  independent 
journal  publishing  feminist  theory  and 
political  analysis.  Join  us  in  a  unique 
work  experience.  Our  only  requirement  is 
enthusiasm!  Contact:  Alexa  Freeman, 
P.O.  Box  8843,  Washington,  D.C.  20003. 
(202)  293-1347. _ (excht 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  the 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. 


ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  Is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact 
Richard  at  426-4469. 

PART  TIME  HOUSECLEANERS 
Positions  open  1mm  in  growing  bus  with 
superior  rep.  Full  days  2-4/wk,  1  day  wk- 
end,  team  concept,  will  train,  could  dev 
into  perm  full  time  with  opp  for  adv  based 
on  our  growth  &  yr  pert.  Exc  ref  a  must; 
exc  sal  &  quarterly  merit  bonuses.  Lesb / 
fern  owned  &  operated.  Call  Anne  Martin 
742-6248. _ (24) 


AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly  has 
openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary  based 
on  experience,  plus  15%  commission. 
661-3567.  (ex) 


PRISONERS 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them.'  11 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  If 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals,  ! 
GCN  Box  k92. _ (c) 


ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or  use 
typewriter  if  possible.  Fancy,  small  or 
closely-packed  writing  Is  unreadable  and  * 
letters  so  written  will  be  discarded  from 
now  on. 

GWM  22  would  like  to  hear  from  sincere 
gays.  I  am  being  released  Apr  ’79;  will 
answer  all.  Steve  Thrash,  Box  90-27145, 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102.  _  (24) 

GWM,  6’,  160,  blonde  h,  bl  e,  early  20s. 
Please  write;  will  answer  all  and  will 
include  picture  of  myself.  David  Palmer,  7 
Farrell  St. ,  Burlington,  VT 05401.  (241 
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Are  you  the  type  who  is  looking  for  the 
real  thing  in  a  relationship,  and  looking 
for  real  love  and  happiness?  If  you  are, 
then  write  as  I'll  answer  all  sincere 
letters.  Billy  Smith  Box  900,  34739,  Jef- 
ferson  City,  MO  651 02. _ (20) 


23,  5’9",  140  sepia  complexion,  former 
cosmetologist  &  hair  dresser.  Seriously 
interested  in  succeeding  in  a  beauty 
salon  of  my  own,  life  intended,  meaning¬ 
ful  relationship  with  a  for  real  person  who 
cares  to  start  developing  our  alliance 
through  correspondene.  Desire  to 
relocate  upon  release.  Love  sex.  Will  be 
out  in  6  mos.  Pis  enclose  recent  photo, 
will  ans  sincere  persons  only.  Johnny 
McRae  040321,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091.  _ (20) 


Lonely,  seek  correspondence.  George  H. 
Brown  S.W.U.  72-107,  P.O.  Box  221,  Rai- 
ford,  FL  32083. _ (20) 


23,  5’9”,  146,  honey  complexion,  blck  h, 
green  e.  Therema  Azia,  D.C.  #053531,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  Cel!  P-3-N-13. 

(22) 

23,  5’9”,  155,  would  love  to  correspond  w/ 
anyone  truly  down  to  earth.  Enjoy  basket¬ 
ball,  football,  baseball  &  beautiful  grass. 
Michael  Jerome  Page,  038817,  W-1-S-16,, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 .  (21) 


23,  Cherokee  Indian  from  NC,  gay.  Please 
write  James  O.  Henry  047118,  66-113,, 
P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083.  (21) 


21,  bi,  6’,  blond  h,  hazel  e,  medium  build, 
190,  It  brn  complexion.  Fred  E.  Suggs, 
D.C.  #  A-055089,  Dorm  D-95-B,  P.O. 
Drawer 667,  Bushnell,  FL33513.  (21) 


Yng,  attr,  homosexual  needs  correspond¬ 
ence  &  frndshp.  Will  ans  all.  23,  5’8”,  140, 
bind  h,  hazel  e,  very  fern.  Fern  name, 
Cathy.  Robert  H.  Lyons,  P2N2,  A  054210, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (21) 


Chained;  love  and  letters  the  key.  Write 
Larry  G.  Griffin  046309,  P.O.  Box  221, 
Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (21) 


29,  6’1”,  164,  brn  e,  blk  h,  med  vrn 
complexion.  Capricorn  w/variety  of  inter¬ 
ests.  Enjoy  exchanging  thoughts  &  will 
ans  all  promptly.  Joseph  Garrett  005638, 
P.O.  Box  488,  Polk  City,  FL  33868.  (21) 


Bi,  5’10”,  175,  brn  h,  hazel  e.  Would  love 
to  hear  frm  homosexual,  bisexual,  or 
transsexual.  Wilt  ans  all.  Raymond  R. 
Fontaine  009630,  P.O.  Box  221-67-207, 
Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (21) 


White  male,  33,  5’10”,  178.  Very  lonely 
will  ans  all.  Jimmy  Lee  Harris,  032450, 
S-2-S-4,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

(21) 


(Very  lonely,  28,  6’2”,  165,  blond,  bl  e. ' 
Would  like  to  receive  letters  from  some 
people  out  there,  will  ans  all.  John  Clontz 
149-182,  P.O.  Box  45699.  Lucasville,  OH 
45699.  (22) 

GWM  would  like  correspondence  with 
other  gay  males.  Ans  all  with  photo.  John 
Amann  057763,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL 
i32083.  (22) 

White  male,  27,  5'8”,  165,  no  fat.  Brown 
hair  and  brn  e.  Well  endowed,  want  to  cor- 
'  respond  with  gays.  Larry  Crews  047600, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 .  (22) 

23,  57’’,  147,  blk  h,  brn  e.  Will  ans  all. 
Michael  Seay  145-833,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (21) 

•  GM,  26,  Puerto  Rican,  5’6”,  145,  con¬ 
sidered  very  good  looking.  Release  in 
March,  would  like  corresponding  with 
gays,  possible  Ing  relation,  would  like  to 
settle  down  with  gay.  Gilbert  Martinez 
#063863,  Box  112,  Joliet,  IL 60434.  (22) 

If  you  can  spare  a  little  love  write  Michael 

G.  Allen  046789,  P.O.  Box  221 ,  Raiford,  FL 
32083.  (22) 

25,  It  brn  hair,  med  build,  155,  5’8”.  Hazel 
eyes.  Like  to  fish  and  hunt.  1  am  coin  and 
stamp  collector.  No  age  limit  to  writers. 
Chuck  Fuson,  P.O.  Box  1100  1694,  Avon 
Park,  FL  33825.  (22) 

Wm  23,  brn  h,  hazel  e,  5’10”,  154,  well  en¬ 
dowed,  considered  gd  Ikng.  Jimmy  Wells 
148-296,,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699.  (22) 

Lonely.  Please  write  James  Sparks 
051885,  P.O.  Box  747,  W-3-N-1,  Starke,  FL 
32091.  (22) 

WM,  20,  bind  h,  bl  e  5'10",  150.  James 
Cooper  055091,  P-2-S-5,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091.  (23) 

GWM,  33,  release  July  79,  would  like  to 
hear  from  sincere  gays.  1  will  ans  all 
letters.  Billy  Smith,  Box  900-34739, 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102.  (23) 

GWM,  19.  Your  letters  will  help  pass  my 
time.  Mike  Malin,  Box  900-33945, 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102.  (23) 

Would  like  to  become  good  friends  and 
build  long  lasting  friendships  or  rela¬ 
tionships.  Gerald  V.  McDonnell 
36119-115,  P.O.  Box  1000,  Oxford,  Wis¬ 
consin  53952.  (23) 

27,  6’2”,  220,  blk  h,  bl  e.  1  am  street  wise 
career  criminal,  a  outlaw,  gangster,  biker, 
Mr.  Macho  Man,  a  professional  stick  up 
artist.  1  wand  and  need  a  gay  pal.  Mathew 
Wayne  Tionell,  Box  87,  #C-61490  N-2, 
Menard,  III  62259.  (22) 

ORGANIZATIONS 


AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply  4 
Phillips  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114. 


.Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  par¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 


METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER 

Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Commun- 
ion  every  Weds  at  7  pm.  753-8360. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counselling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5PM  Sat  for 
women,  and  Sun  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling,  Sun-Tues  6-10  PM.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. _ (fr) 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight. _ (20) 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in 
eludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave. 
Rm,  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
'Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
'p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _ (7-10) 


BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an  inclu¬ 
sive  group  of  religious  liberals  working  to 
provide  opportunities  for  community 
ibuilding  among  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
imeets  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  at 
|7:00  p.m.  Lesbians  especially  welcome. 
For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatley  at 
1742-2100.  _ (D49) 


(In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/. 
|  Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at' 
'8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship)  .-,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor¬ 
ristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  691-0388. 


I  Lesbian  rap  group  meets  every  other  Sun¬ 
day  evening  in  Greater  Lowell  area.  If  in¬ 
terested  cal  I  (61 7)  663-2322.  (25) 


‘  NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301. 332-4440, 
1673-8348,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
'lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa¬ 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

GAY/STRAIGHT  PARTNERS  ALL 
GSPA:  support  group  for  gays  in  marriage 
or  primary  partnership  with  straight 
people.  National  alliance  is  focused  on 
education  and  peer  counseling.  Clos¬ 
eted?  We  care!  GSPA,  810  E.  29th, 
Eugene,  OR  97403;  (503)  683-2221 .  (25) 


Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090. 

(VI 1/23) 


JANUARY  CLEARSPACE  EVENTS 
Jan.  2— Men’s  Activity  Planning  7:30 

2—  Women’s  Concerns  7pm 

3—  Fundraising  Meeting  7:30 

4—  Education  Committee  Mtg.  8pm 
7— Steering  Committee  Mtg.  3-5 

10—  Intro.  Mtg.  “Liv.  as  Lesb.”  7:30 

11—  Men’s  Card  &  Game  Nite  8pm 

13—  Women’s  Card  &  Game  Nite  8pm 

14—  Men’s  Pancake  Disco  Dance  2pm 

15—  “Coming  Out  Process”  mtg.  7pm 
18— Drop-In  Center  open  8-11pm 
21— Steering  Committee  Mtg.  1-3 

21 -GRAND  OPENING  of  Center  3-6 
25— Drop-In  Center  open  8-1 1pm 

25—  Education  Committee  Mtg.  8pm 

26—  Coffee  House  Nite— Men  & 
Women  8pm 

27—  Sleigh  Ride  (if  snow),  M&W,  4pm 

28—  X-Country  Skiing,  M&W,  9am 
CLEARSPACE  646-8598,  876-0215 
485  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
assays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
jlease  send  it  to  FOCUS  c/o  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your* work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
ree  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publica¬ 
tion.  (cl 

(Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
'  us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You’re  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 
(c)  _ 

The  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self¬ 
descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
number)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Also 
iscorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
vomen.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. 


3AY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King’s  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.  NYC  10017. 


BEING  A  VEGETARIAN? 

Is  it  for  you?  Moral,  economic,  nutritive 
info  in  16  page  booklet.  $1.  CW-PO  Box 
89-Deerfield-NH-03037.  Please  send  long, 
stamped  envelope. _ (24) 


SENSATIONAL 
New  male  model  mag.  Young  legal  aged 
models  at  full  mast.  First  class  $8.  “Pri 
vate  collection”  never  printed  before. 
Studio  Sixty  One,  118  West  Washington, 
Monona,  Wisconsin  53716. _ (24) 


METASEXUAL  EXERCISES  BOOK 
There  is  no  door,  but  the  door  has  a  key. 
For  remarkable  book  send  $2.65  to 
Strange  de  Jim,  Dept.  GC,  P.O.  Box 
99076,  San  Francisco,  CA  94109.  (26) 


FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75«.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Cambridge,  MA  02138. _ (c) 


NEW  ENGLAND  BAR  GUIDE 


CONNECTICUT 


LEWISTON 


HARTFORD 


NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
TONY  R’s 
170-174  High  St. 
third  world 

THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

BANANA 

148  West  Service  Rd. 
EVERGREEN 
Webster  St. 

(women) 

NEW  HAVEN 


BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 

OGUNQUIT 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 


LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 

PORTLAND 


PARTNER’S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 
(separate  women’s  room) 
NOBODY’S  FAULT 
334  Whalley  Ave. 

DUNGEON 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 
(leather  &  levis;  men)  / 

THE  PUB  CAFE 
168  York  (203)  789-8612 
PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  776-1608 

NEW  BRITAIN 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 
10  Union  Place 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
41 3A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BOSTON 


THE  OASIS 
20  Chestnut  St. 

NEW  LONDON 


FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

THE  CORRAL 
727  Bank  St. 
SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  MILFORD 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 

235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 

WATERBURY 

CLUB  CAFE 

384  W.  Main  St. 

WESTPORT 

IE  BROOK 

)  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
13)  226-6204 
icent’s  Disco 
5  State  St.  East 


MAINE 

AUGUSTA _ 

FLO’S  TAVERN 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393  


BOSTON  EAGLE 
88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 
39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing.  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food.  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing.  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends 
DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing.  Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 

ENCORE 
1256  Boylston  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fn.,_SaL ,  Sun.  Men. 


PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men.  Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Men.  Movies  Mon.,  5PM 
Sunday  Brunch  3PM 
STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco.  Dancing.  Men. 

TOGETHER 
1 10  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 
TWELVE  CARVER 
12  Carver  St. 

Men 

WERNER’S 
Sears  Crescent  BUilding 
City  Hall  Plaza 
Food,  Dancing,  Men 

BROCKTON 

ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 

CAMBRIDGE 

PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 

LOWELL 

COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 


THE  R&R  CLUB 
78  Covel  St. 

(617)  995-8247 

NORTHAMPTON 


MANCHESTER 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 

PROVINCETOWN 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
193A  Commercial  St. 

(617) 487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 


CLUB  484 
484  Chestnut  St. 

(603)  627-4797 

MANCHESTER  CIVIC  CLUB 
Merrimack  St.  (603)  623-8264 
TUDOR  CAFE 
361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 

NORTH  CONWAY 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 

PORTSMOUTH 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 


RHODE  'Sl.AND 


CENTRAL  FALLS 


MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 

NEWPORT 


RANDOLPH 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 


SPRINGFIELD 


THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 
ARBOR  LOUNGE 
Washington  St. 

TYNGSBORO 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 


WORCESTER 


LYNN 


ISAIAH’S 
1 1  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 


FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Wcybosset 
THE  CiAl. I  ERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

LA  BOHEME 

83  Dorrancc  St.  (401)  621-8681 

SMITHFIELP  

THE  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  CLUB 
Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1 180 

WOONSOCKET _ 

THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401  >  762-9740 


VERMONT 


FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 

NEW  BEDFORD 


BELLOWS  FALLS 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


FRIENDS  AND  LOVERS 
145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)  993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 


LACONIA _ _ 

BRICK  YARD  MOUNTAIN  INN 
Rte.  3,  Weiss  Beach 


ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATT1.EBORO 


FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 


CALENDAR 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


6  sat  - 14  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  Star  Theatre 
(feminist-socialist  theatre  group) 
presents  “Women's  Works,  Experiences 
&  Exchange."  Participants  will  include 
Maxine  Klein,  Honore  Moore,  Kay  Gard¬ 
ner  and  local  theatre  groups,  musicians, 
writers  &  dramatic  artists.  All  events 
begin  at  8  pm  at  the  Agassiz  Theatre  in 
Radcliffe  Yard  (corner  of  Garden  &  Mason 
Sts.)  Open  discussion  will  follow  each 
event.  Free  admission.  Childcare  pro¬ 
vided!  For  more  Info  call  776-6983,  ask  for 
Marioh  or  Betty,  or,  498-6605,  ask  for 
Nanclr. 


7  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  The  Gay  Experience  —  Partici¬ 
pants  in  a  course  titled  “The  Gay  Experi¬ 
ence"  talk  about  their  lives.  Guests:  Al 
Bouchard  and  others.  9  a  m. 


Boston  —  Boston  Unitarian  Gays  and 
Lesbians.  7  pm  Arlington  Street  Church, 
Clark  room.  Meeting  and  discussion. 
"Gay  Radar:  It  Takes  One  to  Know  One  — 
But  How?" 


8  mon 


10  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Herbal  Self  Help 
Group,  a  four  week  course,  beginning  at 
the  Women's  Community  Health  Center 
in  Central  Sq.  Please  pre-register  by 
calling  547-2302. 


12  fri 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Amaranth  Women’s 
Restaurant  presents  Sharon  Amity  & 
Margaret  Guerclo.  Guitar  &  Piano  original 
compositions,  8  pm.  $2  suggested.  134 
Hampshire  St. 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  anniversary  party  & 
pot  luck.  353-1821  or  524-1890. 


13  sat 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  Women  are 
holding  a  card  &  game  night  at  the  Center 
at  484  Mass.  Ave.  7-9:30.  Party  follows. 
Call  Marty  at  646-8598  or  876-0215 


14  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  Men  will 
have  a  Pancake  Disco  Dance  starting  at  2 
pm  at  the  Center  at  485  Mass  Ave.  For 
Info  call  227-4327  or  876-0215. 


16  tues 

Boston  —  GCN  monthly  collective 
meeting.  6:30  pm.  All  members  of  the 
collective  are  urged  to  attend.  22  Brom- 
field  St. 


17  wed 

Boston  —  “Winter  camping  and  hiking  In 
New  England"  talk  by  Chiltern  Mountain 
Club  (gay)  at  Arlington  Street  Church,  7:30 
p.m.  Sierra  Club  speaker,  contribution 
sug.  $2.  For  Info  call  227-6167 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Kay  Gardner: 
Workshop  on  Women  &  Spirituality  at  the 
Amaranth  Women’s  Restaurant  134 
Hampshire,  7  pm,  free. 


18  thurs 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Fat  Lesbians  —  two  fat 
lesbians  want  to  form  a  support/consci¬ 
ousness  raising/political  action  group. 
They  wish  to  examine  their  oppression  as 
fat  lesbians  and  struggle  against  the  self- 
hatred  produced  by  that  oppression, 
bringing  it  out  into  the  open  and  making 
sure  that  the  lesbian  community  starts  to 
deal  with  it.  This  is  not  a  weight  loss 
group.  For  more  information  call  547-0266 
or  282-6057. 


21  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  cordially 
Invites  all  to  their  Grand  Opening.  Come 
and  see  their  new  space,  and  celebrate  I 
the  result  of  a  year’s  effort.  Refreshments 
provided.  485  Mass.  Ave.,  3-6  p.m. 


22  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Five  week  course 
beginning  at  6  pm,  Woman  Controlled 
Natural  Birth  Control.  3  hours  each 
Monday.  Women's  Community  Health 
Center  in  Central  Sq.  547-2302. 


25  thurs 

NYC  —  Lambda  Legal  Defense  & 
Education  Fund  will  hold  Its  Annual 
Award  Dinner  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel, 
Fifth  Ave.  and  Ninth  St.  at  8:30  pm. 
Tickets  are  $35.  for  more  info  call  (212) 
532-8197. 


13  Mon  (Feb.) 

Storrs,  CT  —  "Interpersonal  Group  tor 
Men"  Facilitators:  Tim  Taylor  and  Robert 
Wilson.  Ten  sessions  beginning  that  date 
8-10  pm.  Center  for  Personal  Growth,  4 
Gilbert  Rd.  For  more  Info  call  (203) 


486-4737. 

26 

Baltimore  —  MCC  Pastor,  Rev.  Stan 
Harris,  will  lead  a  panel  discussion  about 
MCC  and  Its  ministry  after  the  8  pm 
Dignity  Service  at  St.  Vincent’s  Church, 
Fallsway  and  Fayette  St. 


Mar.  9-11 

NYC  —  National  Gay  Legal  Conference  — 
formal  papers  and  workshops  on  aspects 
of  “Strategy  and  Tactics  of  Gay  Rights 
Litigation”  and  "The  Professional  and 
Public  Role  of  the  Gay  Lawyer"  New  York 
University  School  of  Law.  Write:  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Law  Students,  33  Washington 
Sq.  NY,  NY.  10011. 
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Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Experience,  a  5  week  course  In  self-dis¬ 
covery  and  personal  sharing  for  lesbian 
and  gay  and  bisexual  people  will  be 
offered  again  at  the  Cambridge  Center  for 
Adult  Education.  For  more  information 
call  547-6789. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Parents  Project  —  a  Resource  and 
Referral  Center  for  Lesbian  Mothers  and 
Gay  Fathers  Concerned  with  Custody, 
Visitation,  and  Related  Issues  —  starting 
January  4  will  be  open  6-9  pm  Mondays 
and  Thursdays  and  9-12  am  Saturdays. 
Call  492-2655.  Through  January. 


Boston  —  Women's  Educational  & 
Resource  Enterprises,  Inc.  are  holding  an 
open  house  for  women  and  men  from  1 
pm  to  5  pm  for  info  call  277-5944. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  The  Boston  Gay  Hotline-Coor¬ 
dinators  of  the  Boston  Gay  Hotline  talk' 
about  services  of  the  Hotline.  9  a.m. 

Long  Island,  NY  —  New  Coalition  for 
Human  rights  of  Long  Island  will  hold  a 
board  meeting  (8  p.m.)  and  benefit  (11 
p.m.)  at  Club  Emanon,  Coplague.  $3  dona¬ 
tion.  For  more  information  call  (516) 
665-7373  or  (516)  842-9775. 


Boston  —  Beginning  this  date  Images  of 
the  American  Woman,  featuring  films  of 
Marilyn  Monroe  and  Bette  Davis.  Institute 
of  Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston  St. 
266-5152.  Through  to  March  30. 


19  fri 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva.  Sexism/Sexuality. 
Speaker.  Cheese  &  Crackers.  Info  call 
353-1821  or  524-1890. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  House  at 
Daughters  of  Bllitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Re¬ 
freshments  provided. 
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